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On the first of July, 1880, the undersigned will com- 
mence the publication of a periodical to be called 

The St. Joseph Medical and Surgical Reporter. 

The Reporter will be a 32-page monthly, devoted to 
the interests of the medical profession of the great North- 
west, particularly that part of it which is directly tributary 
to the City of Saint Joseph. 

OUR DESIGN 

Is to make The Reporter the medium through which the 
physicians of the surrounding country may give to the read- 
ing world the benefits of their -practical professional experi- 
ence, and thus we hope to make the 

ORIGINAL DEPARTMENT 

Especially fresh and valuable to our patrons. 

THE SELECTED MATERIAL 

Will be culled from the current literature of the day, and 
shall be presented in a form condensed to meet the require- 
ments of the busy practitioner. Our 

EDITORIAL AND REVIEW DEPARTMENT . 

Will be conducted with the spirit and candor due to the 
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matter under consideration, speaking our sentiments without 
fear or favor. 

ADVERTISING 

Shall be closely looked after, so that gentlemen connected 
with the sale of anything pertaining to physician's and 
surgeon's supplies will find The Reporter a medium on 
liberal terms. 

We intend that The Reporter shall reach the table of 
every physician and the counting-room of every druggist 
west of the Mississippi river. 

In the conduct of The Reporter our motto shall 
be — ^^ Hew to the line^ let the cht-ps /all where they may?'* 
The Reporter will therefore be the exponent of legiti- 
mate medicine — the organ of no clique or "ring," making it a 
special virtue to expose humbuggery and scoundrelism, no 
matter in what professional garb they may clothe themselves. 

Eminent medical gentlemen of this city have promised 
their co-operation. Every medical gentleman receiving this 
number of The Reporter is especially solicited to send us 
his subscription and advertisements. 

J. P. CHESNEY, M. D., EdUor. 
St. Joseph, Mo., June 15, 1880. 
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LACERATION OF THE PERmEUM. 

By Pbof. W. H. BRYANT, Savannah, Mo. 



In the opening of this article I will state, that all, or 
nearly all, ot the literature pertaining to this subject, has been 
contributed during the last ten or fifteen years. Our older 
authors, when they treat of the subject at all, do so so imper- 
fectly that we are left to infer that they did not regard the 
accident of trequent occurrence, or at most did not regard it 
of much importance. It is mainly to the ingenuity and skill 
of American surgeons and gynaecologists, that women have 
been rescued not only from ovarian tumors,* but from 
urethral and vesico-vaginal fistulae, an approbrium in surgery 
to those not far in the past. It is well known that but a few 
years ago women who were subject of ruptured perineums 
and vesico-vaginal fistula, dragged out a life of miserable 
existence, from the hopelessness of securing relief from our 
art. But thankful to a progressive profession, the merest 
tyro in our ranks now perform such operations with the 
highest degree of skill and success. While this is true, I am 
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free to confess that many cases of laceration oi the perineum 
are yet imcured, from the fact that many females, from motives 
of delicacy, timidity, &c., carefully conceal the accident, suffer- 
ing in silence the many evils which it entails. 

The causes of this accident may be most conveniently 
arranged under two heads : First, as to the mother, and 
second, as to the child. I place instrumentation as a cause 
out of the question, from the fact that my own personal expe- 
rience, with a thorough examination of the literature of the 
subject, all go to prove that a timely, careful and judicious use 
of instruments are not only innocent of such a charge, but on 
the contrary, when placed in the hands ol those who 
thoroughly understand the mechanism of labor and extrac- 
tion, they will prove the greatest protection we have against 
such accidents. 

We should be careful to observe one of Blundell's old 
maxims. In speaking of the forcep he says he would have 
engraved on one shank ^^ cave 'perines^^ and on the other 
" arte novo w." 

The causes relating to the child may be an excsssively 
large head, or the head may occupy a bad position, that is 
with the occiput posterior. Again in some face cases in 
mento-posterior positions the perineum is in danger. When 
the hand descends along with the head, the elbow not unfre- 
quently does the damage. But of all the causes referable to 
the child, I am satisfied, both from personal observation and 
a thorough knowledge ot the literature of the subject, that the 
shoulders are pre-eminent in the causation of the accident. 

The first author I find to recognize this as a cause is 
Chaily. Hanore who places particular stress on duly sup- 
porting the perineum during the passage of the shoulders, 
states as his belief that most lacerations occur at this time 
from neglect of proper support. Baker Brown also reckons 
the shoulders not to be an imusual cause. More recently 
Cazeaux has detailed in his treaties on obstetrics the opinion of 
Leverett and Jacqumire on the impaction of the shoulders, 
and gives three cases of his own occurring from the same 

cause. 

Leishman's system of midwifery, in treating of lacerated 



LACERATION OF THE PERINEUM. 



perineum, uses the following language : ^^ It is not, as a rule, 
by the passage of the head that the most serious lacerations 
take place ; they are often commenced by this, but it is the 
passage of the shoulders which extends the rupture." 

Dr. Agnew's article, "Ruptured Perineum,'* (Pennsyl- 
vania Hospital report, 1868,) says : "It is a question by no 
means clear whether the passage of the shoulders does not 
often produce the damage ascribed to the head ;" but the 
most complete and exhaustive article as yet published on 
ruptured perineum, is from the pen of Dr. Thomas Moore 
Madden, (fifth volume of American Journal of Obstetrics,) 
in which he tabulates forty-three cases occuring in his own 
practice, and gives eleven cases as caused by the passage of 
the shoulders, sixteen as caused by the head, leaving sixteen 
for which he attributes neglect of support to the perineum, 
hand to chin, precipitate labor and forces. 

As to its frequency, I believe that a lacerated perineum 

is of far more frequent occurrence than most physicians are 

willing to admit. 

I have been repeatedly told by men of large experience, 

that they had never had a case of lacerated perineum occur 
in their practice. Since securing such assurance from a 
gentleman who prides himself on his good luck in such 
matters, I have assisted in the delivery of three ladies, (former 
patients of his) whose perineums were lascerated to the 
sphincter ani. When informed of the fact, he expressed him- 
self as being ignorant of its occurrence and even distrusted 
my statement. For this reason alone — that is lack of occular 
inspection — there are hundreds, nay even thousands of cases of 
rupture to some degree, uncured and even unknown save to 
those who suffer the infirmity. 

From lack of occular inquiry only, can we understand 
Dewees when he says in his work on Midwifery, that he 
never had a case of laceration to occur in his large and 
extensive practice, and congratulates himself on his success 
in this particular. To his care in duly supporting the 
perineum during the exit of the child is this due. A pro- 
fessor of obstetrics, in one of our Southern Colleges, stated 
not long since, that in a practice extending over twenty-five 
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years he had met with but one case in which the perineum 
was torn, and that case was attended by an ignorant old 
midwife. 

Such teaching as this has its influence over the minds of 
the profession, creating the impression that this is a rare acci- 
dent, and when it does take place, it is attributed to careless- 
ness, rashness or ignorance, for which the innocent, careful 
and pains-taking obstetrician is to be held responsible. It is 
not to be wondered at then that suits for malpractice have 
been instituted. In one case in an Eastern State a civil suit 
resulted in a verdict for five thousand dollars damages. In 
another case, west of us, a criminal action was brought 
against an intelligent German physician where the perineum 
was torn and the lady died from puerperal peritonitis. At 
the close of the trial he barely escaped the penitentiary. 

It is a well established fact that there are many predis- 
posing causes for the injury over which the accoucheur has 
no control, and there are many cases which will tear despite 
his best directed efforts and skill. 

The perineum may rupture to four degrees : First, 
when the fourchette is torn simply ; second, when the rupture 
extends to the sphincter ani ; third, when the sphincter ani is 
torn complete and the vagina and rectum are turned into one 
cavity ; and fourth, when the head perforates the center, as 
by a ball, leaving the fourchette and sphincter ani intact. 
As to the first degree it almost always takes place in 
primiparia. If I take my own experience, I can say that the 
second is far from being infrequent. The third and fourth 
must be comparatively rare. I have never met with such 
myself, although we frequently read of them both in peri- 
odical and standard literature. 

The results of this accident are present and remote. If 
the anterior commisure is alone torn, no evil results follow, 
unless it be a point for the absorption of septic matter, and 
endanger the life of the patient from pyaemia. 

The second, third and fourth forms of the rupture when 
they do occur are far more serious than the first. They may, 
as in the first, be the starting point for septicema ; and again, 
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very serious hemorrhages have resulted from rupture of 
the second degree. 

But still there is a greater calamity, before which all 
others sink into insignificance. The falling down of the 
pelvic viscera, entailing irritability of the blader, dragging 
sensations in the loins, inability to walk without great incon- 
venience, incontinance of intestinal gases and feces, entail an 
infirmity which drives into seclusion those who suffer from 
the worst examples of it. To secure a patient from so dread- 
ful a prison-house, ranks among the noblest achievements of 

modem surgery. 

Among the older authors support to the perineum was 

an established law and never to be neglected. But with 

recent teachers, there is a great difference, not only as to 

using support at all, but what constitutes support. Some 

deny that any kind of assistance is necessary, and that in 

manj" cases it is positively injurious, while others of equal 

authority urge that support should never be neglected. 

Among those who deny that any such precaution shall 
be taken, may be named Sacumb, Faust, Wyand, Tyler 
Smith, Pinel, Grand, Champ, Danyon, Graily Hewitt and 
Swayne. Shroder and Stein virtually agreeing with them, as 
they advise the insertion of the finger into the rectum to guide 
the head in the proper direction. On the other hand. Von 
Siebold takes occasion to contradict and expose these views. 
We may mention others of the supporting class — Schauffier, 
Lidel, Stark, Burns, Madden, &c., the last of whom, hereto- 
fore referred to for his most excellent article in the American 
Journal of Obstetrics. He, while strongly advocating sup- 
port and frequently referring to it, yet, strange to say, fails to 
indicate what he means by support. There is another class 
who teach and recommend incision to be made laterally when 
rupture seems inevitable. Among these may be mentioned 
Michaels, Siebold, Blundell, Paul Dubois, Hanore, 
Simpson, of Edinburg, and Penrose, of Philadelphia. I 
should have mentioned in the proper place that Shroder in 
his most excellent manual of midwifery advises position 
alone — ^that is, on the side, sitting, or kneeling posture. 

To sum up, we have those who demand support of any 
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kind; others who recommend incision ; and again those who 
rely on position. Those who recommend direct support are 
not agreed as to what kind of assistance shall be rendered. 
Some recommend the naked hand, others that the hand shall 
be covered with a napkin ; again there are those who direct 
the hand to be applied horizontally, and again perpendicularly ; 
some direct the fingers to the anus, while others apply them 
to the vulva, — while there are not wanting those who attack 
this important structure with the knuckles, covered and 
uncovered. Thus we see from the literature on this subject, 
do what we will, or do nothing, yet there is plenty of good 
authority for our action. 

Amid so much confusion and disagreement, I hope you 
will pardon me for making a few suggestions claimed to be 
my own. As heretofore indicated in the beginning of this 
essay, I believe that the forcep, judiciously handled, will prove 
the best preventative as to the head; with that instrument we 
can regulate its transit so as to allow crowning to take place. 
I also direct the patient to ciease bearing down, as we have 
learned from the toko-dynometer that the auxilary muscles 
furnish three-fourths of the power or expelling force. When 
the forceps are not used, I press on the advancing occiput so as 
to avoid anything like precipitancy, while with the thumb and 
finger of the unemployed hand 1 press the perineum forward. 
I prefer this to Dr. Goodell's plan of introducing the finger 
into the rectum and pulling it forward. Should the perineum 
bulge out in undue proportion and at the same time the 
astium-vaginae remain small and rigid, I would not hesitate a " 
moment, but make lateral incisions ; for under such circum- 
stances nothing else will save it. 

My method of assisting the shoulders is, as soon as the 
head is delivered I elevate the head so as to cause the neck 
to press close up under the arch of the pubis, thereby enabling 
the posterior shoulder to escape first ; at the same time I 
introduce one or two fingers into the vagina, and forcibly 
press back the posterior commisure to the coccyx, thus pre- 
venting the shoulder from hitching over and dragging through 

the perineum. 

When we come to the treatment of this accident, we find 
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there is still a great diversity of opinion. Some advise that 
an operation be performed immediately, and I believe that 
this class, at the present time, are opposed by only a few. In 
fact the immediate operation is now pretty generally recog- 
nized as the best. To be successful, the operation must be 
performed within an hour of the occurrence of the injury ; 
therefore I carry with me to every case of labor, needle, 
wire and shot, so that if any accident should occur I am pre- 
pared to treat it on the spot. Operating at this period gives 
little or no pain, as the parts are so benumbed that the passage 
of the needle and wire is scarcely noticed. So then, if the 
operation should fail (as I have had it to do in three instances) 
we have lost scarcely anything, as the trouble to do it is as 
insignificant as the pain. All that is necessary after the 
stitches have been made, is to tie the legs together, and use 
some carbolized washes and injections to insure perfect 
cleanliness. In from fifty to sixty hours I remove the stitches 
by cutting with a scissors one side of the wire, when they are 
easily and painlessly removed. 

The conclusions to be drawn from the foregoing are about 
this : While almost all are agreed that some kind of inter- 
ference is necessary, yet they disagree as to the kind of 
assistance to be rendered. Again, most all modern authorities 
regard the accident as of more frequent occurrence than our 
predecessors are willing to admit. And so far as I have been 
able to learn, the opinion seems to be unanimous for the 
immediate closure (with silver suture) of these rents, for the 
two-fold purpose of securing union by first intention, and for 
preventing septic absorption. 
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CEREBRAL ANJ]MIA OF INFANTS. 

By F. a. SIMMONS, M. D., op St. Joseph, Mo., 
Prof, of Diseases of Nervous System^ 4be. 



This is a condition that is seldom written of, or promi- 
nently brought to the notice of physicians by authors on 
diseases of children. The season is at hand in which so 
many depressing agencies are brought to bear upon infantile 
life, especially in cities, as causes leading directly or indirectly 
to cerebral anaemia — a malady, which destroys so many lives 
during the hot months of summer, and is so frequently mis- 
taken for some other condition that it will be well now to 
study afresh the most important points in its etiology, sj'^mp- 
tomatology, diagnosis, prognosis and treatment. Its pathol- 
ogical manifestation may be clearly and forcibly given by 
stating that it ts a bloodless condition. The meningeal vessels 
are empty and collapsed ; the pia mater is thin and trans- 
parent ; the ventricles generally have a quantity of serum in 
them ; the brain substance is of a dull white color, and when 
cut presents but few, if any, puncta vasculosa ; the gray 
resembles the white so much that it is scarcely definable. 

Poisonous doses of belladona, chloroform, ergotine, 
nicotine and compression of the carotids will produce cerebral 
anadmia rapidly, followed frequently by convulsions. The 
slower causes effecting the infantile system, especially at this 
season, are insufficient nutrition; unhealthy food; fool air; a 
ack of out door exercise ; diarrhoea, and all debilitating 
gencies of vvl:>^|.gyer nature that produce a loss and impov- 
en.JW conditi^^ of the blood. 
tewperatur^^^^^oms in the first stage are increased bodily 
respiration ^' *^ stability, hot head, the pulse weak and rapid, 
^^es and ^^^minished, sleep disturbed and interrupted by 
abdomen t-^^^ns bowels irregular, the stools deranged, the 
^^O'' passe ^?^^anitic. ^^ ^^^ relieved in this stage, the child 
his the ski " ^^^^o the second stage, or stage of depression. In 

"^ " cold, the face very pale*, the ears translucent. 
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the features relaxed and haggard, the eyes are haU closed, the 
pupils are dilated and do not readily respond to light, the 
special senses are very obtuse, the respiration becomes slower 
and slower, collapse and utter helplessness follows. 

In the diagnosis it is important to differentiate this condi- 
tion from cerebral congestion and from inflammation. If the 
child has been subjected to debilitating influences — and if the 
symptoms above enumerated are present, and if there is no 
fever, no strabismus and no irregularity of the pulse, we may 
safely conclude that it is ansemia. A reversal of the conditions 
given in the symptoms are favorable prognostic indications. 
Lowering of the pulse, a more natural and regular respiration, 
increased sensibility of the pupils to light, closing of the eye- 
lids, increased warmth of the skin, a better appearance of the 
features and a greater interest taken in surrounding objects. 
Increased coldness of the skin ; sunken eyes ; coma ; a rapid, 
thready pulse ; irregular, intermittent, sighing, and, finally, 
rattling and noisy breathing, are a pretty sure indication that 
death is fast approaching. 

Treatment. Reverse all the debilitating causes if it can 
be done, give plenty of nutrition, fresh air, stimulants, a few 
drops of brandy or whisky, or aromatic spirits of ammonia, 
opiates, sub nit. of bismuth for diarrhoea, &c. If the diagnosis 
is correctly made the treatment is plain. 



Canthoplasty in the Treatment of Granular 

Lids, with Report of Case. 

By J. W. HEDDENS, M. D., St. Joseph, Mo. 



James B , aged 14 years, says he has been troubled 

with granulated lids and weak eyes for about two years; that 
the granulations had been cured several times, but that they 
always returned. I noticed, on examining his eyes, that they 
were unusually small — or more properly speaking, that the 
lids were unusually short — the distance from the external to 
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the internal canthus not being as much as it should be, and 
that they were not easily everted. The lids were covered 
with papillary granulations and the vessels of the conjunctiva 
were prominent and engorged. I treated him for several weeks 
with astringents, and succeeded in removing the granulations, 
and thought I had established a permanent cure ; but the 
patient returned in seven weeks with both eyes as bad as 
when I first saw them. At times he had spasm of the 
orbicularis muscle. Thinking that the small opening between 
the lids was the cause of the tardy cure and the source of 
irritation I thought it proper to perform the operation of 
canthoplasty, which I, assisted by Dr. C. G. Hubbell, did in 
the following manner : We cut open the external commisure 
to the bottom of the conjunctival caul de sac — the cut being 
about six lines in length, and then putting the canthal liga- 
ment on the stretch we divided it to the orbital margin ; we 
then fastened the conjunctiva to the skin by means of several 
interrupted sutures. After removing the sutures the granu- 
lations were soon removed under the influence of astringent 
applications. The spasm of the orbicularis was entirely 
relieved and the chronic engorgement about the eye rapidly 
disappeared. They have remained in this condition ever since. 

This operation, I think, would prove beneficial in many 
instances, especially where the opening between the lids are 
small, or where there is spasm of the orbicularis, and there 
most always is to a greater or less extent. ^ In this case I 
think the affection was kept up, if not produced, by the short 
lids producing undue pressure upon the eye ball. The opera- 
tion acts simply by relieving the pressure. Where there is 
simply ^spasm of the orbicularis, the operation might be modi- 
fied by cutting through the commissure and keeping the 
divided edges from healing by means of a pledget of lint, until 
the. affection is removed. 

This patient now has large, fine looking eyes, while 
previous to the operation his eyes were small and squinty, 
thus showing that it is not really the size of the eye, but the 
size of the opening between the lids that gives to the eyes the 
appearance of being large or small. 



STRICTURE OF URETHRA. 1 3 

Impermeable Stricture of Membranous Portion of the Urethra with 

Urethral and Cystic Calculi. 

By JACOB aEIGER, M. D., St. Joseph, Mo., 

» 
Frof. of Surgery in the GoUege of Physicians and Surgeons. 



j. W , white, American, age 38 years, contracted 

gonorrhoea sixteen years since, resulting in organic urethral 
stricture. Some two years afterwards he was suddenly 
seized with retention of urine, a physician was employed, 
several attempts were made to catheterize the bladder which 
finally proved successful ; a few days later perineal abscess 
was developed, infiltration of urine into the scrotum, resulting 
in sloughing; this at once led to the conclusion that false 
passages were produced. The patient partially recovered 
from these complications, and was treatefl from time to time 
with the bougie for the relief of his stricture. The last two 
years his health begin to decline, chronic cystitis was estab- 
lished, which was rapidly carrying him to his grave ; he 
became bedfast ; the pain and spasm of the bladder increased 
daily ; he again suffered from retention with uraemic symp- 
toms. By this time he was so completely prostrated that his 
physicians and friends despaired of his life. 

I was sent for to see patient last March. Upon my 
arrival I found him very much prostrated and not in a condi- 
tion for an operation ; the bladder was full of urine, tenesmus 
very great, every little while a few drops of urine mixed with 
pus would pass ; I was unable to introduce even the smallest 
filiform bougie. 

Alkaline diuretics with mucilaginous drinks were admin- 
istered, warm poultices applied to the region of the bladder, 
and anodynes given freely ; patient was supported with beef 
tea and brandy, and in a few hours he passed considerable 
urine, and reacted slowly. I left the patient, and instructed 
the physicans in attendance to inform me of the condition of 
the patient from time to time, and promised that as soon as 
his condition was more favorable I would operate upon him. 
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About three weeks later I was again sent for ; I found 
no decided improvement in his condition ; he was very 
anxious to have an operation performed. My diagnosis of 
the case was chronic cystitis with hypertrophy of the prostate 
and stricture of the membranous portion of the urethra. 

The patient was chloroformed, placed upon a table in the 
lithotomy position. Several unsuccessful attempts were made 
to pass a guide through the stricture. A well grooved lithotomy 
staff was introduced as far as the stricture, an incision was 
made in the median line immediately back of the scrotum, 
and the urethra thus opened in front of the stricture. I care- 
fully searched my way with a fine probe-pointed director, but 
utterly failing to find the orifice of the stricture, I made several 
successive strokes with scalpel through the cicatricial fibrous 
mass. After cutting my way in the median line for a dis- 
tance of about one inch, the point of my knife felt a hard 
substance. I freely cut down upon this body, which proved 
to be a urethral calculi about twice the size of an ordinary- 
pea ; I at once introduced the lithotomy staff, which could 
how be carried with ease to the bladder. I divided the 
balance of the urethra posterior to the stricture and dialated 
the prostate with my finger; soon as the bladder was reached 
I discovered a stone, which was easily removed with proper 
forceps. The stone was a tripple phosphate about the size 
and shape of a large almond. The bladder was washed out 
thoroughly with warm carbolized water and patient placed 
in bed and one-fourth grain morphia administered hypo- 
dermically ; a number 16 steel sound was ordered intro- 
duced next day, then every third day, — ^the patient otherwise 
treated as for lithotomy. The wound closed entirely in three 
weeks, the stricture appeared cured, the spasms of the blad- 
der with all the other disagreeable symptoms have disap- 
peared, the patient is out upon the streets, and says he is as 
well as anybody. 

The operation was performed at the patient's home 
about one hundred miles fi-om St. Joseph ; the after treat- 
ment was carried out by Dr. C, the family physician, to 
whom I am under many obligations. 
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Scissoi\s 



Transmission of Hydrophobia from Man to Rabbits. 
M. Raynaud inoculated a number of rabbits with the saliva 
and blood of a hydrophobic patient on the day before death. 
The inoculations of blood gave negative results; the inocula- 
tions of saliva, however, were followed by rabies in a rela- 
tively short space of time, at most a few days. M. Raynaud 
also extirpated the submaxillary glands of two rabid rabbits 
and inocolated them on two healthy rabbits; the results were 
equally positive, that is to say, the inoculations were followed 
in a short time by the symptoms of rabies. No reliable case 
of the transmission of rabies from man to man has yet been 
recorded, but M. Raynaud thinks that after his demonstra- 
tion of the possibility of its transmission from man to rabbits, 
it is fair to conclude that the results would be identical in the 
case of man if accidentally inoculated. — Le Progres Medical, 

Medical Charity and what Comes of it. — "Hav- 
ing, in a long time practice, both from choice and necessity, 
done a great deal of gratuitous service, I have yet to find a 
single case where my charity work was appreciated. Those 
who pay nothing always offset it by liberal abuse, which 
keeps away those who would pay. Your charity case may 
be a worthy man, but if you were making a struggle to build 
a house, would he work for you at reduced rates (or for 
nothing)? It is the doctors themselves, who allow their kind 
feelings to overrun their judgment, that are responsible for 
this wholesale robbing to which every doctor in this land is 
subjected. We deal with the most afflicted; so does the 
undertaker, who is not expected to work for nothing. We 
can maintain no rights that we weakly yield to extortion. 

. " The doctors are most universally regarded as rich per- 
sons who ride about for exercise, and practice for philan- 
thropy, to be paid if everything turns out lovely; if not, they 
can go to the d — 1, and must not complain. The people who 
pay are always grateful; the thieves are like other dead-beats. 
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abusive, and always most exacting and querulous. . . . 
If the patient cannot pay for what might save his life, his 
friends or the public should. It is easier for the town to 
shoulder the cost than two or three poor devils who had the 
bad luck to study physic. Now or never is the time to put 
ourselves on the same footing with other business, and, as we 
have the same losses, we must ask for the same gains." — 
Canada Lancet. 

German Therapeutics. — There is strong reason to believe 
that the modern treatment of disease in Germany has greatly 
deteriorated since the days of Niemeyer. Theorizing, histol- 
ogy, and diagnostic refinements have taken the place of the 
effort to cure disease, by rational empiricism. Witness the 
next to worthless therapeutics in Ziemssen^s Cyclopedia, A 
Vienna correspondent in the Canada Medical and Surgical 
your7ial gives some striking statistics. In Bamberger's clinic, 
of twenty-seven cases of penumonia seventeen died; twenty- 
four per cent, of all cases of typoid fever die; facial erysipelas 
is " frequently fatal," etc. We do not believe that the case- 
book of the average American physician shows anything 
like this mortality, and our city hospitals certainly do not. It 
looks as if medical science in Germany was running to seed. 
New Oi4eans Medical and Surgical yournal, 

GoNORRHCEA IN YouNG CHILDREN. — (From the Obstet- 
ric Gazette^ You remember the case where a certain min- 
ister applied to a prominent physician for advice about his 
condition, which on careful investigation was found to be 
gonorrhoea. After discussing the matter, he asked the physi- 
cian if such a disease could not be contracted in a water 
closet. The physician after looking at him intently for little 
while replied : " Certainly, but it would be a confounded 
inconvenient place I should think." I was reminded of this 
very forcibly by a case which may be of interest to some of 
your readers. 

A large, dark complexioned, well fed German applied to 
me some time ago for relief from a severe clap contracted in 
the usual way. He was a hard worker and a high liver, 
which may have made the poison more virulent. But will 
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say nothing of him nor the orchitis which followed, but will 
tell you about the next one. About a week after I saw him, 
his wile rushed into the office heavily veiled, crying, bringing 
a child nearly three years old with her. She could not cry 
in English, but talk she finally did, and she was scared white. 
After great trouble I examined her child, and she had just as 
bad a clap as her father could have. I comforted her mother 
with the assurance that it would neither kill her nor disfigure 
her for life. She left and I went to hunt the man up. He 
said the only possible place was in the necessary, as he had 
not been careful before seeing me and had perhaps soiled the 
seat. Now, the tight drawers of the child has very likely 
rubbed the parts till they have been denuded of epithelium 
and sitting down on the seat used in common by them all 
produced the inoculation. A few days after another daughter 
past four years was brought me in the same condition, and of 
course the mother was easily convinced that if the child could 
get it from a privy seat why not a man, and peace again pre- 
vails in the household. The wife was not inoculated. She 
was enciente and did not use either the necessary or the 
unnecessary at the time stated. M. H. Alter, M. D. 

KiTTANNiNG, Pa., April 19, i88o, 

Intra-Uterine Medication. — Despite what may be 
or has been said against the safety of uterine medication, 
with continued experience and improved methods, we shall 
certainly continue this plan of meeting certain obstinate con- 
ditions of the uterine cavity. At the meeting of the British 
Medical Association, last August, our distinguished country- 
man. Dr. Battey, of Georgia, read a paper presenting his 
mode of intra-uterine medication with a solution of iodine and 
carbolic acid, to which he has given the name of iodized fhenoL 
Dr. Battey's paper is printed in full in the Virginia Medical 
Monthly^ current number, and from it we condense. This 
solution is simply a concentrated solution of iodine in carbolic 
acid, and Dr. Battey does not consider it at all a chemical 
compound. In his experiments he prepared an iodized phenol 
of various strengths — one drachm, then two, then three and 
four drachms of iodine were found soluble in an once of 
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glycerine. He says : " The last and strongest solution 
proved to be decidedly escharotic in its action upon the tissues, 
and especially upon the heterologous growths of low vitality, 
and has been much used by the writer for attacking uterine 
cancer — more particularly to supplement the curette. The 
standard solution employed in intra-uterine medication con- 
sists of one part by weight of iodine dissolved in four parts 
of liquified carbolic acid." At first Dr. Battey employed 
glycerine to dilute the phenol, how he uniformly employs the 
solution in full strength. Any of the usual forms of appli- 
cator wrapped with cotton wool will serve sufficiently well for 
the application. Dr. Battey uses a slender, elastic hard- 
rubber probe, of which he is provided with several ready for 
use, with the cotton wrapping for each. We quote now in 
full his remarks upon his method of application, with the 
results he has observed. 

Mode of Application. — The writer selects six or eight of 
the elastic probes; he then breaks off from the lap of cotton 
four or five inches of its length, and with his fingers splits it 
into several fasciculi of such size as when wound upon the 
probes will enlarge them to a desired thickness. The end of 
a probe is moistened slightly, and the fasciculus of cotton 
wound spirally upon it. The cotton around the probe is now 
dipped into the iodized phenol, any redundancy allowed to 
drip away, and the probe passed into the uterus with a slow, 
spiral movement as it advances. At first, the probe is intro- 
duced but half an inch, the effect noted, and the probe 
advanced to the internal os, if deemed advisable, and then 
withdrawn. Here, upon a first treatment, the care rests, to 
note the tolerance of the uterus for the remedy. At subse- 
quent treatments, the probe may be carried to the fundus, 
and the first probe is followed by a second, and even a third 
or fourth, if well borne. The remainder of the wrapped 
probes are employed for wiping off the cervix and vaginal 
wall, if any of the phenol should have touched these tissjjies. 
The energy of the application is regulated by the size of the 
wrapping, the depth to which the probe is passed, and by the 
number of probes used. When a very decided impression is 
to be made, a backward turn is given to the probe in its with- 
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drawal, so^s to leave the saturated cotton in the uterus, there to 
remain twenty-four hours, and often until it is spontaneously 
expelled. The application is renewed every four or fourteen 
days, according to the energy of the treatment; in general, 
once in seven days is sufRcient. 

The writer has abandoned the use of* sponge-tents in 
connection with the treatment set forth. When dilatation is 
required, he employs the cotton-wrapped probe, twisting it 
firmly into the canal by the spiral movement above indicated, 
and reversing the movement, the probe is withdrawn, and a 
soft cotton tent remains in the uterine canal. The dilating 
power of this is notably less than the sponge, but nearly 
equal to sea-tangle, and it is believed, entirely safe. 

The Results. — i. A perfect removal of all cervical mucus, 
which is promptly coagulated, and comes away adhering 
closely to the cotton. The probes subsequently passed bring 
the remedy directly in contact with the diseased membrane. 

2. Always comparative, and frequently entire freedom 
from pain. This is a marked feature of the method, and in 
striking contrast with former experience. Carbolic acid is 
a local anaesthetic, and so numbs sensibility as to make the 
energetic application of iodine for the most part devoid of pain. 

3. The iodine is so .rapidly absorbed by the uterus, that the 
patient remarks its metalic taste in the mouth and throat 
usually in five or ten minutes after the application. 4. Soft- 
ening, and more or less dilatation of the os and cervix. 5. 
Temporary arrest of leucorrhoea. 6. Watery discharge, 
sometimes bloody. 7. Exfoliation of the superficial layer of 
the membrane, which comes away in shreds, and sometimes 
entire, resembling thin glove kid. 8. Abrasions of the os 
heal promptly. 9. Disappearance of indurations of the uterus. 
10. Permanent arrest of leucorrhoea. 11. Villosities of the 
endometrium are removed without resort to the curette. 12. 
Sub-involution of uterus disappears. 1 3. The menses become 
regular and healthy; menorrhagia and scanty menstruation, as 
well as dysmenorrhoea, are remedied. 14. Appetite and 
digestion improve, and this in many instances without the use 
of medicines. 15. So thoroughly is the system impregnated 
with iodine, alteratives by the stomach are not used. 16. 
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The form of the cervix and os is often completely, changed. 

A large, puffy cervix, with very patulous, slit-like os, becomes 

even virginal in type. 17. Stenosis has not followed the 

treatment in any case noted as yet. 18. Barrenness from 

nine to fourteen years duration has disappeared in several 

instances. 

Remarks, — Rapid, and, at the same time, satisfactory 

cure in chronic uterine ailments, such as are contemplated in 

this paper, are not attainable by any mode of treatment 

known to this writer. It is not proposed that rapid cures can 

be made by the method herein set forth. On the contrary, 

the long-standing and obstinate cases, such as usually fell into 

his hands, require many months for satisfactory cure. — 

Obstetric Gazette. 

Obstetrical. — The following is Mr. Tennyson's greet- 
ing to his baby. It is entitled " De Profundis^^ and is pub- 
lished in the Nineteenth Century for May : 

Out of the deep, my child, out of the deep, 
Where all that was to be in all that was 
Whirled for a millon aeons thro* the vast 
Waste, dawn of multitudinous eddying light. 
Out of the deep, my child, out of the deep. 
Thro* all this changing world of changeless law, 
And every phase of overheightening life. 
And nine long months of ante-natal gloom, 
With this last moon this crescent her dark orb 
Touched with earth's light, thou comest, darling boy. 

The poet laureate, we think, gives of late a considerable 
amount of chaff with his wheat. Besides that this chaff is 
too realistic by half. De Profundis involuntarily suggests 
the long forceps, and the period of gestation which is men- 
tioned is shockingly exact. Possibly, if he " comes again," 
we may expect — 

For twice 
A hundred and with five-and- seventy times 
Did break the nauseant morn to the unseen. 
Thou who didst contribute to the form rotund. 
We declare that to doctors only belongs such stuff, and 
the poets must stick to their sunbeams and angels and cab- 
bage-patches and rose-bushes and daisy-beds, and such like 
fancies and factors for the production of the race. — Louisville 
Medical News, 
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WESTERN MEDICAL EDUCATION 

Union, Cass Co., Neb., June lo, 1880. 

Mr. Editor: Of late much has been said by educational 
committees, by medical associations, and through the public 
prints, about the standard of medical education. Compari- 
sons have often been drawn between the men and institutions 
of the East and those of the West. 

Whether intentional or otherwise, we believe, in these 
comparisons, great injustice has commonly been done the 
West. That her standard of medical education is not all 
that it should be we are free to admit. She has had the 
difficulties of all new countries to contend against. But that 
this standard can only be raised, as is usually assumed, by 
Eastern medical colleges, I deny. This assumption does the 
West great injustice now, and injures her prospective advance- 
ment. Willingly can the East take this position, since it pays 
large tribute to their institutions and advances their respecta- 
bility. Western men cannot afford to encourage a position 
so damaging to their financial and educational interests; pru- 
dence would dictate a diflferent course. The West is rich in 
material resources; it should, therefore, be also in educational 
facilities. Foster and encourage home institutions, should be 
the sentiment of all living in the West, and among these 
there are none more important to her interests than her 
educational. These can only be built up by Western patron- 
age. Too much has already been spent in the patronage of 
Eastern colleges; when is it to stop? Shall Western money 
always go from home to foster medical education in the East? 
Shall our young men never be educated in the West? Some say 
we have too many doctors in the West; they have more in the 
East. Again, they say, but they are not sufficiently educated. 
Most of them were educated in the East. Did the educa- 
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tional interest of any country or State ever prosper without 
schools? No. Then the great West should see to its educa- 
tional enterprises. Some again state that a multiplicity of 
schools lowers the standard of education, and insist for a few 
well equipped medical colleges for the whole country. But 
I have never known one of these class of thinkers to advo- 
cate the location of such a school in the West. They say 
" Five or six hundred thousand dollars given to the Medical 
Department of the University of New York, or to either of 
the schools of New York or Philadelphia, properly invested^ 
would yield an income sufficient to endow the professorships 
in said schools; these vi^ould make the professors independent, 
and they would not be compelled to graduate young men 
merely for the sake of the numbers graduated, irrespective of 
qualification." This quotation, from an influential physician 
of the East, is given to. show where, in their view, medical 
colleges are to be located and endowed. Will the West 
reiterate the sentiment and bristle with indignation when 
Western medical education is proposed? We think not. 
The time has fully come when it is honorable, except with 
sycophants, to be a well educated, sensible. Western physi- 
cian. We have nothing disrespectful to say or think of the 
East, but we advocate Western enterprise. Western develop- 
ment, Western Medical Colleges, and Western educated 
physicians; we believe that Western educated men, better 
than others, can apply the facts and principles of their local 
conditions, and can understand and more sucessiuUy treat the 
various diseases of this climate. They fully comprehend 
endemic, epidemic, malarious and thermal influences upon the 
Western people. Cerebral, thoracic and abdominal diseases 
are under the influences of climate; the same may be said of 
pneumonia and typhoid fever. The latter, as it manifests 
itself in our section of country, could hardly be recognized 
by an Eastern physician as typhoid fever. We might extend 
illustrations to prove that our position in this regard is well 
taken, but deem it unncessary, as we presume all will admit 
its correctness. 

Home education is much cheaper than that obtained at a 
distance; and if it should not be quite so thorough, it perhaps 
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may be more practical; and, as we have argued above, may 
better prepare the physician for the responsible duties of 
Western practice. Why send men to Paris, London or Ber- 
lin, to make Missouri, Kansas or Iowa doctors of them? 
" Keep money at home " and build up the institutions and 
industries of the West, is a good practical maxim that should 
be acted on by all. Respecttully, 



C. F. Davis, M. D. 
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The Kansas State Medical Society and the St. Joseph College of 

Physicians and Surgeons. 

At the yearly meeting of the Kansas State Medical 
Society, held at Leavenworth in the early part of May, there 
was a portion of its proceedings which demonstrates how 
little regard men are likely to entertain for the rights of others 
when they imagine that they are in no wise to be held 
responsible for the trespass. We allude, of course, to that 
part of the proceedings of said society, wherein it went out of 
its way — diverged many degrees from its legitimate route^ — 
to accuse, try, condemn and execute, without notification and 
without a hearing an institution of learning situated in another 
State, and in which, it would seem, they should have had 
none but a friendly interest. To a njan possessed of the 
commonest sense, and in whose composition there is even a 
modicum of justice, who is made acquainted with the facts in 
the case, it will be conceded that the grave and learned body 
which it was to be supposed constituted the medical society 
of the great State of Kansas, allowed itself to be dragged 
down from its exalted station, and made the dupe and tool of 
designing charlatans. The puerility of their action places 
them out of the category of men. Doctors, of all others, 
should be the last to disparage the standard of respectability 
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in their own ranks. The good name of the physician is 
usually his most valued property. He who steals the doctor's 
purse steals trash in truth, but he who filches his good name 
steals that which does not better him and leaves the doctor poor 
indeed. This is the attitude which the Kansas State Med- 
ical Society has chosen to occupy in regard to the College of 
Physicians and Surgeons of St. Joseph. 

Men do not, however, like to rest under the acknowledg- 
ment that they have been adroitly duped ; and we have no 
doubt but the Board of Censors, when made aware of the 
facts regarding the college, will, as far as their authority 
allows, correct at once the grave error into which they have 

stumbled. These facts we now propose to give. 

It seems, from what we are able to learn respecting the 

action of the society, that it based its proceedings upon the 
recommendation of its Board of Censors,— the board having 
had bickerings made to it regarding the school, by one Dr. 
Leigh, of Highland. The nature of Dr. Leigh's grievances, 
and the shape in which he presented them to the " Board," 
the testimony adduced, &c., is as dark as the depths of the 
mammoth cave to all save the members of the "star chamber" 
themselves. It is said, however, that the offending of the 
medical college consisted in the fact of its having graduated, 
at its spring commencement, Dr. M. L. Zimmerman, a gen- 
tleman who is practicing in an unpleasant proximity to the 
above named good Dr. Leigh. Remembering this fact it will 
not require very profound cogitation to see why the very 
good doctor should possess an urgent solicitude for restricting 
the practice of medicine in his State. The good doctor has 
no taste, in this particular instance, for observing a practical 
manifestation of the great Darwinean doctrine of the "Sur- 
vival of the Fittest." The doctrine does not suit him just 
now, and hence his appeal to the State society to interpose its 
dictum to keep bright the State's professional escutcheon! 
Now, as to the course of the St. Joseph College of 
Physicians and Surgeons in graduating Zimmerman we have 
this to say : It is an institution chartered by the laws of the 
State of Missouri, its Faculty is composed, for the most part, 
of men well known for their professional standing and attain- 
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ments throughout the entire Northwest; it is an institution 
established in good taith for the purpose of instructing young 
men who desire following the profession of medicine; in its 
course of instruction, and in its requirements for matricula- 
tion and graduation, it follows exactly the usage common in all 
Western Medical Colleges for the past forty years. The 
Faculty exacted of Mr. Zimmerman, and all other candidates 
for graduation, the strictest compliance with all the regulations 
as published in their annual announcement. These exactions 
were fully met by Mr. Zimmerman, as the following certifi- 
cates will show : 

"Troy, February 2, 1880. 
This is to certify that I have a professional acquaintance 
with M. L. Zimmerman, M. D., for the past five years, and 
that he is a man of upright moral character. 

Dr. Wm. Rbbdbr, 
Vice-President Doniphan Co. Med. Society." 

" Troy, Kansas, February 7, 1880. 
I cheerfully endorse the above certificate of Dr. Reeder, 
in regard to the professional and moral standing of M. L. 
Zimmerman. F. C. Hoffmeier, M. D., 

Graduate of University of Maryland, Class 1862." 

These certificates were considered by the Faculty of the 
college as not sufficiently explicit upon the point of Mr. Zim- 
merman's professional status, and he was required to procure 
certificates more satisfactory. He did so. They are given 
below : 

" Troy, February 21, 1880. 
This certifies that M. L. Zimmerman has been in the 
regular practice for the last three years. 

Dr. Wm. Reeder." 
"Troy, Kansas, February 23, 1880. 

This certifies that M: L. Zimmerman, to my knowledge, 
has been engaged in the reputable practice of medicine for 
the past three years. F. C. Hoffmeier, M. D." 

So much for the ethical part of the the grave oliquity 
laid at the door of the college. 

As for Mr. Zimmerman's qtuUifications as a medical man 
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we can truthfully afRrm that he evinced upon his examination 
professional knowledge of more than ordinary qualities as 
existing among medical students, and the Faculty of the col- 
lege did not hesitate to pass favorably upon his application. 
He was considered by his instructori? as a man of good intel- 
ligence. We may say again, in conclusion, that we hope for 
the sake of ordinary fairness and justice, that the Board of 
Censors of the State will rectify, as far as they can, the 
injustice done the college and the gentlemen who compose 
its Faculty. We believe it will be done. Why the College 
of Physicians and Surgeons alone should have been singled 
out for the purpose of attack we cannot account, except upon 
the hypothesis before named, viz.: that the society suffered 
itself to be made the cats-paw of designing parties not on9 
thousand miles from St. Joseph, and the good doctor of the 
Kansas town witR the elevated name — for reasons before 
stated — became the willing medium through which to con- 
sumate the trickery. 

Viewing the action of the society, in its legal bearing, its 
grandiloquent prommciamento is not worth the paper upon 
which it is published, and graduates of the college who chance 
to be denizens of " bleeding Kansas " can possess their souls 
in peace. There is no law that can touch them, and so the 
Attorney-General of their State has declared in a recently 
published opinion. 

Neither need young men who design attending medical 
college harbor any misgivings in regard to the status ol 
the "St. Joseph College of Physicians and Surgeons;" it will 
not only live over, but thrive upon the arsenic designed by its . 
enemies for its destruction. 



HEALTH RETREATS. 

It would seem that the " Switzerland of America " — 
Colorado — ^has deteriorated, in some degree, as a health 
resort. At least we do not hear so much of it in that 
way. as we did three or four years ago. The hope cre- 
ated by a few interested medical zealots that the elixir of life 
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was to be found floating in the Rocky Mountain air, has in a 
great measure proven delusive. The consumptives who tried 
Denver, and other mountain villages, foimd little consolation 
when they saw others dying around them by the dozen with 
typhoid fever, as they did last year. We have just been 
informed, by a gentleman of intelligence, who was in Col- 
orado last year, and now resides there, that in fifty days last 
fall 750 deaths from typhoid fever alone, occurred in Denver. * 
One might as well go to Memphis or New Orleans for health 
if this is a fact. Not only did this malady prevail thus fatally 
in Denver alone, but it seems to have been very extensively 
prevalent and fatal thoughout the State — especially among 
the villages and along the streams of the eastern slope. 

And again, only a day or two ago, we had a conversa- 
tion with a very intelligent legal gentleman of this city, upon 
the question of health — a gentleman who, by the way, has 
had quite an extended experience in testing the virtues of the 
various places of note in this and other countries. He comes 
to the conclusion that perhaps home is the best place after all. 
He has, within the last three or four years, visited Sweet 
Springs in our own State, — has visited Colorado, New 
Mexico, Southern California, Florida, Cuba, South America, — 
the various points of repute in Europe, among them the 
famous Mentone oh the Mediterranean, and lastly Algieres, in 
Africa. All this was to no purpose as to a restoration of his 
health, except, as he thinks, the benefits derived from change 
of habit incident to the new modes of life inseparable from 
travel and a sojourn in strange lands and among people who 
possess habibits entirely disimilar from our own. He says 
one has but to make an observation of a few months in Col- 
orado, and witness the very great motality occurring among 
those who go there seeking health, to become convinced that 
they have been allured by false and highly colored statements 
from the comforts of their homes in the East but to die among 
stangers in a distant land. One gentleman informed me that 
the discomforts and the lack of acfcommodations, even at 
points the best prepared, invariably does the patient more 

mischief than can possibly be counteracted by any climatic 
advantages. 
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I would not have it thought that the writer of this has 
any " score to settle " with Colorado, but he simply designs 
stating a few facts which may cause health seekers to think 
a little before quitting the comforts of home and the attention 
of kind friends to indulge in the austerities incident to a life 
in the Rocky Mountains. IJ^ you will go^ travel overland py 
wagon during the early summer^ camp out^ and stay in that 
country if you health imfroves. Going to the mountains by 
rail ; going for a few weeks, and as soon as a little amend- 
ment is observed, to return home; going late in the season, — 
and, above all, going when the lung affection is far advanced, 
is all the greatest folly. 
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We do not hold ourself responsible for the ideas promul- 
gated by correspondents and contributors, and do not wish 
to be supposed to subscribe to all the forms of thought and 
expression to be found in our pages, merely from the fact of 
their finding a place therein. — [Editor. 

Prof. John T. Hodgen, of St. Louis, was elected Presi- 
dent of the American Medical Association for the present 
year, at the meeting of the society held in New York the 
early part of June, and Richmond, Va., is the place for the 
next meeting. 

Putting on Style. — The College of Physicians and 
Surgeons of this city, through its Dean, Dr. W. I, Heddens, 
has purchased and fitted up, in elegant style, a college build- 
ing near the heart of the city. As this is the only medical 
school west of the Mississippi which owns and controls its 
own college structure, it looks like this school means 
" business." 

The Necrological statistics, as ascertained by the census 
just completed, show that there occurred in the city of St. 
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Joseph, between May 31, 1879, ^^^ June i, 1880, a total of 
two hundred and four deaths. We nave not yet the means 
oi knowing the diseases most prevalent in producing this 
mortality, nor the period in life which contributed the greater 
share, but we make the prediction that typhoid fever appears 
prominent as a cause, as it prevailed here more widely than 
common last year. The returns show a population of 33,000 
in round numbers, for the city, — giving 6 to the 1,000 as the 
death rate for the census year — a proportion, as we have 
always claimed, as low as the most healthy rural locality in 
the United States. 

The District Medical Society of Northwest Missouri 
will meet in St. Joseph early in July. Dr. C. J. Siemens is 
President and Dr. D. I. Christopher, Secretary. 

Emmet's "Principles and Practice of Gynaecology," and 
Goodell's " Lesson in Gynaecology " although the first before 
the profession little more than a year, and the other scarcely 
more than six months, have exhausted their first editions, and 
have each a second edition now just out. This fact attests 
the growing interest felt in women's maladies by American 
medical men. 

We send, this month, copies of our journal to the address 
of most other medical periodicals in the United States. We 
hereby modestly solicit exchange. We also call, the attention 
of authors, publishers of medical books, &c., &c., to the fact 
of our existence, and hope they will forward any late publica- 
tions they may be interested in for notice in our " review 
department.'* All exchanges, books, correspondence, adver- 
tisements, subscriptions, &c., should be addressed to the 
editor, J. P. Chesney, M. D., 

St. Joseph, Mo. 

The Missouri State Medical Association met in Carth- 
age, Mo., on the i8th of May. Sixty members responded to 
their names upon roll call. Dr. J. M. Allen, of Liberty, Clay 
County, was elected President of the Association, and Drs. 
T. U. Flanier, T. B. Lloyd, L. 1. Matthews, A. B. Sloan and 
J. W. Smith were elected Vice-Presidents; A.J. Steele and 
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F. J. Lutz Recording Secretaries; Dr. H. H. Mudd, Cor- 
responding Secretary, and Dr. C. A. Thompson, Treasurer, 
Mexico is the place for the meeting in 1881. 

Dr, E. a. Donelan, a prominent physician in this city, 
is spoken of by his friends as a probable candidate for Con- 
gress in his district. 

We have on hand an interesting article from the pen of 
Dr. S. F. Carpenter, of this city, which will appear in our 
next issue. 

Dr. Charles F. Knight, of this city, has just returned 
from a visit to his old Virginia home after an absence of a 
quarter of a century. 
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This School has met with unparalleled success. Its first Class was 
larger than any Medical School in the State of Missouri, outside of St. 
Louis. Its Clinics were large and varied, both in Medicine and Surgery. 
There were operations for Stone in the BladdiBr, for Strabismus, for 
Torticollis, Resection of Elbow Joint, Amputations of Lee, Hand, Fingers, 
Foot, Eye, Aspiration of Pleural Cavity, of Abscess of Liver, Trephin- 
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largely patronized. The City Hospital is under the control of this 
School, and Clinics are held twice a week at the College and daily at the 
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under the direction of a Competent Demonstrator. 

The College is owned and controlled by the Faculty, all of whom 
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College of Physicians and Surgeons 

A Medical School of High Character and Practical TJusef ulness to its 
Graduates. There will be from five to six Lectures every day. Physi- 
cians who have been three years in reputable practice can Graduate by 
attending a full Course of Lectures, onpassing a satisfactory examination. 

Fees for the entire Course are Thirtt-pivb Dollabs ($35). Full 
Catalogues sent on application. 

There were fourteen Graduates the First Session, all of whom are 
now in good practice. 

The Faculty all being Western men, are well acquainted with the 
diseases of the West, and the wants of Western Physcians and Students. 

Boarding can be had at from Three to Foub Dollabs per week. 
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And the Branches Taught by Them. 

HUOH TREVOB, B. A., M. D., office at the Court Hoase, room No. 14, Emeritns Pro- 
fessor of Surgery. 

W. I. HEDDENS, M. D., 404 Francis street. Professor of Principles and Practice of 
Medicine, and Clinical Medicine. 

JACOB OEIGER, M D , comer Third and Edmond streets. Professor of Principles and 
Practice of Surgery, Orthopedic Surgery and Clinical Surgery. 

W. H. BRYANT, M. D., Savannah, Mo., Professor of Obstetrics and Diseases of Women. 
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Anatomy, and Oenito-Urinary Diseases, Secretary. 

E. A. DONELAN, M. D., 309 Fifth street, Professor of Materia Medica, Therapeutics 

and Diseases of Children. 

F. A. SIMMONS. M. D., comer Felix and Eighth streets. Professor of Physiology and 

Diseases of the Nervous System. 
S. F. CARPENTER, M. D., comer Eighth and Edmond streets. Professor of Chemistry 

and Lecturer on Diseases of the Chest. 
P. J. KIRSCHNER, M. D^ Third and Edmond streets. Demonstrator of Anatomy. 
C. G. HUBBELL, M. D., Fourth and Francis sireets, lecturer on Bye and Ear. 
J. P. CHESNEY, M. D., comer Eighth and Felix streets, Professor of Qymecology. 
C. H. DARBY, D. D. S., Third street, between Jule and Faraon, Lecturer on Dental 

Surgery. 
GK>V. SILAS WOODSON, Lecturer on Medical Jurisprudence. 
W. I. HEDDENS, 404 Francis street, Dkan. 
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Increased interest has lately been aroused in this drug by a recent article by Prof. E. 
R. Palmer, of the University of Louisville, in the LouisviUe Medical News^ in which 
strong claims are made for it as a possible antidote for the opium habit. The report of 
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with the administration of opium. 
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\i%enc9MB€L7Mrcurio vegetal "by the Brazilians. It is recommended also as an anti- 
rheumatic, relieving the pain and materially shortening the natural course of the disease. 
We ask for it a thorough trial, under the belief that it will prove a valuable addition 
to the list of remedies commonly employed in rheumatism. It is regarded by the 
Brazilians as almost a specific in the chronic form of the disease. 
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scarcely two years before the profession of this country, has already largely supplanted 
atropia, formerly regarded as indisnensable as a mydriatic, in the practice of opthal- 
mology. Its action on the eye is similar to that of atropia, dilating the pupil and para- 
lyzing the muscles of accommodation, bai is much more prompt and is attended by 
none of the disagreeable effects of that salt, irritation of the conjunctiva, dryness of 
the throat, and, in children, hallucinations, delirium, etc. 
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Endocarditis: Its Causes and Differential Diag- 
nosis from Pericarditis. 

BY 8. F. CARPENTER, M. D., St. Joseph, Mo. 
Ledur&r an JHsecues of the Chesty dke. 



Few affections of the heart occur more frequently, or 
give rise to more varied symptoms than the inflammatory 
affection known as endocarditis. This affection, like nearly 
all inflammatory diseases, has both an idiopathic and trau- 
matic origin; but outside of its idiopathic origin it seldom 
occurs; as wounds and other injuries sufficient to cause this 
inflammation most generally results in speedy death. Therefore 
in a large number of cases of endocarditis wf must look to 
some other source and cause as its factor than traumatism. 

The term endocarditis implies an inflammation of the 
endocardium or Uning membrane of the heart. This inflam- 
mation may be acute or chronic, extensive or limited, as 
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many cases have been found to be on post mortem examina- 
tions. I have no doubt that many mild cases of this affection 
are overlooked when existing conincidently with rheumatism, 
Bright's disease or some other systemic affection. 

We are not apt to suspect endocarditis unless in a case of 
severe acute articular rheumatism, or a protracted ca^e of 
albuminuria; then,. if found to exist, it is of such a character^ 
and its symptoms and pathology so well established, that little 
difficulty will be had in the diagnosis. 

I believe that all, or nearly all, authors agree that this 
inflammation is found to exist chiefly in the left or arterial side 
of the heart, but unless all post mortems reveal this fact our 
authors might, in many instances, be mistaken. 

It is true that all ante-mortem physical examinations 
reveal the disease unmistakably in the left side of the heart, 
but this is not positive evidence that it does not exist in the 
right side also. When we consider that the left or arterial 
side of the heart lies almost in front of the right side, and 
owing to the walls of the left side being much thicker than 
. the walls of the right, we can readily understand why it is 
that the sounds of the left, both normal and abnormal, 
can be heard more audibly than the sounds of the right side. 
Then, owing to these facts, endocarditis could exist to the same 
extent in the right side as in the left, and yet escape our 
observation. 

Admitting that endocarditis is most generally found in the /^ 
left side of the heart alone, why is this the case ? This ques-' 
tion brings us to the causes of .endocarditis before it can be 
answered, and before considering the special causes we must 
notice the anatomical structure of the endocardium. 

The endocardium is a perfect serous membrane, while 
the pericardium is a fibro-serous membrane. All the valves 
of the heart are but re-duplications of this same endocardial 
membrane, which serve as guards or sentinels at every portal 
of every chamber of the heart, to prevent regurgitation or 
the backward movement of the blood during the systolic 
action of the organ. 

Of the difierent idiopathic causes of endocarditis, acute 
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inflammatory rheumatism and Bright's disease of the kidney 
stand pre-eminent. 

# I have never regarded endocarditis existing with, or 
resulting from, Bright's disease as an active inflammation — 
such as is found with inflammatory rheumatism,-^but rather 
a low degree of passive inflammation, the result of an impov- 
erished blood and a loss of nutrition. It is a well known fact 
that when the blood is drained of its rich nutrient properties 
such as albumen, fibrin, &c., (as is the case in Bright's disease) 
the different organs and tissues of the body must perish by a 
slow and low degree of inflammation, ending in suppuration; 
and such is the case in endocarditis from Bright's disease. 
, The endocardium being a serous membrane, is sensitive and 
highly vascular, and having an unending and laborious duty 
to perform, necessarily requires vast nutrition from a hpalthy 
blood ; hence we can easily understand why it undergoes a 
low degree of inflammation, and finally softening, as the result 
of albuminuria. 

This I believe to be tlie cause of this affection, when 
found in connection with Bright's disease. 

~ Endocarditis results from acute inflammatory rheuma- 
tism much more often than from Bright's disease; indeed more 
often than fi"om all other idiopathic sources. Every compe- 
tent physician knows with what care and anxiety he examines 
and scrutinizes the condition of the heart during every visit 
to his patient afflicted with acute rheumatism, and in fully 
one-half of his patients he will find endocarditis existing dur- 
ing the highest inflammatory excitement. Sometimes it does 
not make its appearance until the favorable decline of the 
rheumatic inflammation, when it can then be said to exist as 
a consecutive. 

It has never been definitely decided as to why endocarditis 
should result from inflammatory rheumatism; but most all 
agree that it is the influence of lactic acid on the membrane. It 
is an established fact that in acute articular rheumatism there 
is a superabundance of lactic acid, and certainly it is due to 
this poisonous agent that the endocardial membrane suffers. 

It is not our intention, in this article, to discuss the source 
or cause of lactic acid in the system; suffice it to say that it 
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is the result of chemical and fermentative changes in the system. 
It may be pro(Juced in the digestive system, in the blood itself, 
or in the tissues themselves. 

Lactic acid must not be mistaken for uric acid« Uric 
acid is one of the natural constituents of the urine, and may 
be increased to an alarming extent by the chemical decom- 
position of certain alkaline agents taken into the system. 

We come now to the cause of endocarditis in the left side 
of the heart when found there alone. No doubt exists as to 
its being caused by lactic add poisoning. 

The question naturally arises as to how and why this 
poison affects the left endocardium all the time, and the right 
only occasionally. The answer is that this morbid acid 
comes directly in contact with the left and not with the right 
endocardium; and right here springs a nice point. Most 
writers claim that the acid is generated in the lungs during 
the passage of the blood to and fro, with the action of the 
atmosphere upon it, and that this newly generated poison 
comes directly in contact with the left or arterial heart, and 
spends its force there before making the circuit of the circu- 
lation. This may be true, but we have never been able to 
agree fully with the statement. We agree that the poison 
doei^ come directly in contact with the left endocardium, and 
that it exerts its poisonous effects there; but we do not agree 
that it is generated in the lungs during the passage of the 
blood with the action of the atmosphere upon it; but that it is 
generated in the blood and tissues of the body through the 
process of chemical decomposition, and all this takes place 
long before the blood returns even to the right side of the 
heart. Another question presents itself thus: Why does it 
not affect the right endocardium then as well and to the same 
extent as the left endocardium? 

My own individual answer is, that the acid being gener- 
ated in the system returns to the right side of ^the heart in the 
venous blood, in company with a large amount of carbonic 
acid; now it is well known that carbon and carbonic acid 
are agents that will prevent the decomposition of organic 
substances to a great extent; also that they will prevent 
poisonous acids or gases from exerting their deleterious effects 
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Ehe different tissues of the body. Now this poisonous 

i held in subjection by the carbonic add as long as the 

lie add is allowed to remain in the blood with it; but 

both with the blood pass through the right or venous 

into the lungs, there the carbonic add is expelled by 

ition, while the lactic add remains unopposed, and, of 

;, attacks the left side of the heart long before it again 

wuiui;^ in contact with the carbonic add. This theory seems 

to me (while it is strictly my own) far more plausible than 

that the lactic add is generated in the lungs themselves. 

Endocarditis from lactic acid poisoning presents us a 
different pathdogy from that found from any other cause. 
We not only have the thickened, turgid membrane, with 
thickened valves, but we have roughened edges of valves and 
warty vegetations or growths from the edges of the valves, 
and the edges of the orifices of the different chambers of the 
heart. 

I do not believe that we would have the extremely 
thickened condition of both valve and lining membrane, with ' 
warty growths and contracted orifices in any other form of 
endocarditis than that of lactic acid poisoning; but as we are 
not to dwell on the pathology of this disease, we will now 
pass to its diagnosis, and to its discrimination from pericarditis. 
Endocarditis, like all other diseases, does not present all 
tbe symptoms attributed to it in every case. Indeed, in many 
ordinary cases, some of the ssmaptoms will be wanting, even 
the bellows murmur, or blowing sound, as it is commonly 
called. It is not always easily diagnosed, and we are often 
left in doubt as to whether it is a caseof endocarditis or some 
other auction giving rise to the same obscure symptoms. 

In a true case of endocarditis, with valvular involvment, 
we cannot be readily mistaken as to its certainty, particularly 
if it accompanies acute rheumatism. As we stated in the 
beginning, endocarditis can be either extensive or circum- 
scribed. It can involve a large portion of the lining mem- 
brane, induding the valves, or only one valve or a small patch 
of membrane moat distant from any valve. 

Circiunscribed endocarditis, without valvular implication, 
will not further claim our attention, as all the symptoms by 
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which we are enabled to arrive at a correct diagnosis belong 
to the disease when developed with valvular inflammation, 
with or without deposits. 

Before speaking of the special symptoms of this inflam- 
mation we will say that every symptom belonging to this 
disease will be found singly or collectively in many other 
functional or organic affections of the heart. And it is only 
after we get the history of the case, or find the most of these 
symptoms in connection with rheumatism or Bright's disease, 
that we can fully determine it to be a case of endocarditis. 

To group the symptoms and physical conditions will 
engage our attention now. In a well developed case of 
endocarditis we have more or less pain in the interior of the 
heart; increased action of the heart with augmented force 
against the chest; pulse quicker and stronger than natural, 
particularly during the acute inflammatory stage; sometimes 
irregular action of the heart, owing to valvular obstruction. 
We most always have valvular obstruction when we have 
thickened valves from inflammatory deposit on their surface, 
or warty vegetation on their edges; or, further, by lymphj^tic 
deposit on the edges of the orifices themselves. 

But one ol the most prominent symptoms of all is the 
blowing sound, or belows murmur, heard in the region of 
some valve or valves. It is heard most often over the mitral 
and left semi-lunar valves; but the mitral valve alone is the 
one most often affected. 

« 

Why this murmur? Our authors nearly all agree that it' 
is due to the roughened edges of the valves from fibrinous 
deposit and warty growths. This is true, but I believe the 
cause goes further than this. It is due also to the diminished 
calibre of the orifices, in consequence of this same lymphatic 
deposit on their edges. We often find the patient with a dry, 
hacking cough, difficulty of breathing, and unable to lie down. 
Nearly all, and sometimes all, these symptoms and physical 
conditions are found in well developed cases of endocarditis. 

No percussion dullness exists as is the case in pericarditis; 
- no prominence of chest or intercostal spaces in the cardial 
region; no suppressed action of heart; no friction sound, as 
is the case in pericarditis. 
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In pericarditis, before efiusion takes place, we have an 
audible friction sound in the praecordial region ; later a sup- 
pressed distant sound, owing to effusion in the pericardial sac. 
Heart at first excited and strong with strong impulse; later 
action weak, with feeble circulation. Pain at first near the 
surface of the heart and in the pericardium ; later littie or no 
pain at all. Percussion duUnsss often increases in extent as 
the pericardium becomes distended with fluid. These are the 
symptoms and physical conditions of pericarditis as con- 
trasted with those of endocarditis. A few words about the 
symptoms and physical signs of endocarditis and we are done. 

We must not believe that any or all of these symptoms 
belong exclusively to endocarditis ; certainly not. 

The bellows murmur, one of the most iitiportant of all 
symptoms, is heard in other conditions of the heart. It will 
be heard in rupture of the mitral or aortic valves, in ossifica- 
tion of valves in old age, in the aortic orifice with mitral 
obstruction, causing the left ventricle to contract upon a small 
current of blood, forcing it through the aortic orifice, — and 
who has not heard this same blowing sound in cases of pro- 
tracted anaemia from malarial poisoning, chlorosis and other 
blood dyscrasia? 

Pain in the interior of the heart can be due to ruptured 
valves, carditis proper, neuralgia and many other causes. 
Rapid action of heart, with strong impulse, can be due to all 
other acute inflammations of the heart, lungs or pleura. 
Cough can be due to bronchitis, pneumonia, pleurisy, peri- 
carditis and many other affections of the thoracic organs. 
Difficulty of breathing exists in all these affections. So we 
see that we cannot rely strictly upon any special symptom 
without first finding a factor for the suspected disease, then 
grouping together all the symptoms and making a most 
thorough physical examination, we may be able to diagnose a 
case of true endocarditis. 
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REYELATIOM OF THE MICROSCOPE. 



A Paper Read Before tbe District Medical Society of Northwest 

Missouri, July 8, 1880. 



By Db. F. a. SIMMONS, of ^t. Josbfh. 



Much attention has been given of late years to the inves- 
tigation and exploration of the conditions lying beyond the 
ken of natural vision with the aid of the microscope, and some 
of the most singular and interesting revelations have been 
made by its power. Others, as well as the scientist, have felt a 
curiosity in these investigations, and have alike been benefitted 
by its wonderful discoveries. Through its important revela- 
tions we have become acquainted with the forms and lives of 
innumerable micropic animalculas that hitherto had existed in 
the unseen world, and have ascertained the condition and cir- 
cumstances most favorable for theu- rapid propegation, growth 
and development, as well as the evil influences they often 
exert in the production ot disease. It is known that 'they are 
intimately connected with the processes of fermentation, putri- 
faction and the disorganization of organic matter. They 
move, devour and live as do larger animals. And the laws 
governing their existences, have in many instances been 
studied and as well imderstoo(l by naturalists as have those 
laws that govern the lives of larger animals, such as lions, 
tigers and elephants, and as these mirrozomes are so frequently 
found in the vicinity of filth, the laws governing their lives 
may, for the sake of distinction, be called jfiilA laws. They 
deposit their eggs, hatch, swarm and hold festive carnivals 
along our narrow and filthy alleys, they fill the air we breathe, 
and take possession of our dwelling. They engender the 
most destructive diseases of the hot months, and greatly 
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■ease the mortuary statistics oi our cities. Many of the 
;ases associated with putrid and filthy centers take their 
jin from causes springing from the lives ol these little 
atures. Diarrhcea and all that disagreeable and fatal class 
disease grouped under the general designation of summer 
iplaints, are thus started and continued. Most of the 

emic and epidemic diseases are probably of this nature. 

So are those of a contagious nature. The eggs of the hen 
hatch in three weeks,— the germs of the contagious disease 
incubate in from eight to fifteen days. Cholera, formerly the 
great epidemic scourge of earth, is now generally considered 
to be of bacteritic, or animalcular origin. The epizootic that 
affected so many horses a few years ago doubtless had its 
cause in microscopic animalcule life. But it is not the purpose 
of this paper to enumerate all the diseases having, or sup- 
posed to have, their origin in animalcular life, but to throw out 
a iew suggestions, and present a few of the principles which 
the writer regards as important as an illustration of the sub- 
ject under consideration. We cover meats to prevent large 
flies from blowing them, because we believe that this retards 
putrefaction and destruction; and the same ideas are carried 
out in Listerism in surgical diseases, and in the process of 
canning fruits, vegetables and meats with regard to micro- 
scopic flies. When hermetic sealing or exclusion has been 
perfectly accomplished, and the germs have been destroyed 
by a great degree of heat, there is no putresence or decay 
in these articles or in surgical wounds; but when imperfectly 
done they decay as rapidly as do the butcher's meats when 
blown by the large green flies. Correct Listerism then is com- 
l^ete destruction of all germs, and complete exclusion or 
hermeticly sealing the wounds afterwards. I desire in con- 
clusion to refer to the exceedingly interesting discoveries of 
Pastetir as to the nature of the disease known as the cholera 
of fowls. He found in the excrement of fowls affected with 
this disease minute organisms comparable to the bacteria, 
which could be readily cultivated in chicken broth. A small 
drop of this infected broth injected under the skin of a healthy 
bird, speedily excited all the symptoms of the cholera together 
with fatal results. A modified solution thus injected, produced 
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a local abscess, but no general symptoms, while the bird was 
manifestly protected against contracting the true cholera, as 
was proven by experiment. This experiment has excited 
much interest, as the results are so much like those of 
vaccination for variola. 

He reports to the French Academy of Medicine, May, 
1880, as having discovered in several common diseases, 
microscopic bodies in the fluids, to which he attributes the 
diseases themselves. Furuncle is one mentioned. By the 
examination of pus taken from furuncles he discovered toinute 
organisms formed by two spherical specks united together. 
Osteomyelitis he regarded as an osseous furuncle. Puerperal 
fever when examined afforded decided results. In the lochial 
discharges he found microscopic organisms of various sorts. 
They much resembled those found in the pus of furuncles, 
but still sufficiently distinct to be recognized. 

Thus Pasteur explains the cause of death in puerperal fever. 
The injuries of the uterus in delivery give rise to purulent 
discharges which afford a virus for germs; they subsequently 
penetrate the organism through the lymphatics. He thinks 
the antiseptic treatment indicated and prefers concentrated 
solutions of boracic acid to carbolic acid, or any other agent, 
claiming that it does not at all irritate mucus membranes. 

He makes applications of compresses, impregnated with 
boracic acid, to the genitals of recentiy delivered women. 
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The Aspirator in Midwifery. — Benj. McClaskey, 
M. D., of Bloomfield, Ky., contributes the following to the 
Louisville Medical News : 

My father was called, on Friday evening, the 19th inst., 
to visit a lady thought to be in labor ; but on examination he 
found that labor would not take place for twenty-four or 
thirty-six hours ; so he left her, instructing the family to send 
for him when he was needed again. On Saturday afternoon. 
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the 20th, he was again summoned in great haste, and on 
arrival found the lady with a transverse presentation, the right 
shoulder presenting and hand protruding. Finding her in this 
condition, he, of course, knew it was impossible for the case 
to be left to nature, so I was sent for to assist him; and, 
putting her under the influence of an anaesthetic, we extracted 
a live child, which lived four or five hours — a very rare 
instance, I believe. On the next morning, twenty-four hours 
after she was delivered, I was called again jn great haste. 
Finding her suffering from a distended bladder, I of course 
attempted to introduce the catheter and bougie; but finding 
it impossible to perform 4:he operation without intense pain 
to the patient, on account of the parts being in a swollen con- 
dition and very tender, and seeing that it was torture to her 
to make further attempts to introduce either of the instru- 
ments, I resorted to the aspirator^ and relieved her immedi- 
ately by inserting the needle into the bladder just above the 
pubic bpne. She was much surprised to find that the intro- 
ductipn of the needle caused much less pain than the attempt 
at catheterization. The operation gave timely relief, and she 
is now convalescent, and will recover in a short time without 

some unforseen danger arises. — Obstetric Gazette, 

This show9 conclusively the heroic ignorance of many who yet pride 
themselves upon their skill.— fED. Rbporteb. 

Ovarian Tumor Removed from* an Infant. — Dr. 
W. C. Neville exhibited at a late meeting of the Obstetrical 
Society, of Dublin, an ovarian tumor which Dr. Kid had 
removed from a girl aged two years and eleven months. 
The child's mother first noticed a hard lump growing in the 
child's left iliac region when two months old. This had 
gradually increased, but caused little pain or annoyance until 
three months before her admission to the hospital, from which 
time she was greatly emaciated and had considerable dys- 
pnea, due to pressure on diaphragm, etc. Ovariotomy was 
performed by Dr. Kid, with exceptional difficulty, owing to 
the numerous and intimate adhesions and to the absence ol 
any distinct pedicle. The child survived the operation two 
hours. The tumor weighed one pound five ounces, and con- 
sisted oi one large cyst containing eleven ounces of fluid, and 
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a solid portion, five inches long by four and one7half inches 
broad, with numerous small cysts contained therein. It was 
evidentiy a dermoid tumor, and contained plates of bone, a 
considerable quantity of hairs, besides pavement-epithelium, 
blood-corpuscles, cholesterine-crystals, oil-globules, etc. — 
British Medical Journal. 

The Modern Abuse of Gynecology. — Dr. Clift6n E. 
Wing, of Boston, is himself an honor to the specialty of 
diseases of women; and while his pen is ready and caustic, 
he does not use it to throw ungenerous stones at those who are 
honestly striving to cultivate a high standard for gynecology ; 
but he does show in this essay that there is a good deal of 
ignorance and pretense covered up by special claimants, 
besides a good deal of unnecessary pain and mischief pro- 
duced for the over-confiding woman by specialists who are 

either ill-informed or disposed to be meddlesome. — Obstetric 
Crazette. 

Experientia Docet; or, Some Hope for a Special- 
ist. — Scene in a ConsuUing-Room. {A /act.) (The fkmily 
doctor and a specialist in skin diseases have just left the bed- 
side of a patient having a profuse eruption upon the skin.) 
Family Dr. — Well, doctor, what do you make of the case? 
Skin Dr. — My opinion is, that the morbid process involves 
the deep as well as the superficial layers of the skin; there is 
marked inflammatory action, with intercellular effusion, and 
probably increased cell proliferation, with more or less 
tendency to necrobiosis of isolated points of the surface. I 
pronounce it, therefore, a case or acute psoriasis. Family 
Dr. — With all due respects, I must beg leave to differ slightly 
from you, at least in your diagnosis, as in my opinion it is a 
case of malignant small-fox. (Exit Skin Dr. to meet a most 
pressing engagement elsewhere.) N. B. — The patient, died 
the next day. — College and Clinical Record. 

Syphilis and Marriage. — No question presented to 
the medical profession, is fuller of perplexity, more weighted 
with grave responsibility, than that of eligibility lor marriage 
of one at any time affected with syphilis. At this day it 
remains unsettied how long the poison of syphilis may remain 



45 



: system. The physican will have the warning conse- 
ces arise in mind, of the innocent spouse shattered in 
dtution, of the offspring spared only to suffer all the 
;rnant evils of inherited syphilis. Well may such a dismal 
lective shake his judgment. Proi. Foumier has pub- 
i a series of lectures upon the subject of syphilis and 
iage, which is reviewed in the Gazelie Hebdom., No. 12. 
Professor considers the relative pernicious influence upon 
:hild, of syphilis in either parent and also when both are 
ted. In the latter case the efTects of the double diathesis 
disastrous" to the offspring; in the former it is the 
rnal infection that is most pernicious; intra-uterine death 
)st frequently reterrable to that cause. A woman, pure 
e suspicion, married to a man with syphilitic history, yet 
e time of marriage without any discernable specific lesion, 
may, after cohabitation, exhibit cutaneous syphilides, oral 
mucous patches, cervical glandular enlargement, neuralgias, 
attacks of intermittent fever, alopecia, etc. ; she has contracted 
secondary syphilis without the primary lesion, and without 
apparent contact with any of the secondary syphilitic virus. 
Pregnancy, however, is the prerequisite for the appearance 
of such symptoms; mere cohabitation will not suffice without 
consequent conception. She bears within the womb a new 
being, that, escaping intra-uterine death, comes into the world 
syphilitic. In such cases the semen, although harmless when 
inoculated upon a healthy subject, infects the ovum that 
develops into a syphilitic fetus, which contaminates the sys- 
tem of the mother. But while this is true, still undoubted 
syphilitic fathers may have healthy offspring, or may have 
infected oiTspring, the mother not being infected. Fournier 
states five conditions that must exist, before marriage should 
be allowed: i. Absence of actual specific lesions. 2, 
Advanced period of the diathesis. 3. A certain period of 
absolute immunity since the last specific manifestations. 4. 
The character of the disease must not be threatening. 5. A 
sufficient specific treatment. The first is sufficiently obvious. 
The fourth is not, in all instances, of easy determination; 
some attacks of syphilis are light, others attended by severe 
lesions, affecting profoundly the bones, skin, muscles, viscera. 
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and occasioning a marked cachexia; in others the symptoms 
obstinately recur. Sometimes the disease, at first mild, after 
many years develops an extreme malignancy. The more 
recent the attack, ot course, the greater the danger of marital 
infection. As to the third condition, he considers eighteen 
months to two years as the minimum, a thorough special 
treatment having been undergone in the meantime'. — St. Louis 
Courier of Medicine. 

AssociATiON OF AMERICAN Medical Editors. — ^Thc 
eleventh annual meeting of this Association was held in 
New York, May 31st. The President, Dr. Powell, being 
absent on account of sickness in^ his family, had sent on his 
annual address, which was read by Dr. A. N. Bell, Dr. Frank 
Woodbury, Vice President, in the chair.. The question of 
adopting the metric system in the journals was discussed, 
but no formal action was taken. The following gentlemen 
were elected for the coming year: For President, Dr. Geo. 
F. Shrady, of the Medical Record^ New York; for Vice 
President, Dr. E. M. Nelson, of the St. Louis Courier of 
Medicine^ St. Louis; for Secretary, Dr. Dudley Reynolds, of 
the Medical Herald^ Louisville. The meeting then adjourned 
to meet at Richmond, Va., the evening before the sessions 
of the American Medical Association of 1881. 

Dr. Samuel Choppin, of New Orleans, died of pneu- 
monia. May 2, 1880, at the age of fifty-two years. He com- 
menced his medical studies in the Medical College of Louisi- 
ana, and was for two years resident student at the Charity 
Hospital. After graduating, in 1850, he further prosecuted 
his studies in Europe. For five years following his return to 
New Orleans, he was Demonstrator of Anatomy in the 
college from which he had graduated. He was House Sur- 
geon of the Charity Hospital, the duties of which position he 
discharged with credit to himself and satisfaction to all con- 
cerned. At the same time, he assisted in editing the Medical 
News and Hospital Gazette. He was one of the founders ot 
the New Orleans School of Medicine. During the civil war 
he served as Medical Inspector and Surgeon-in-chief to Gen- 
eral Beauregard during the sieges of Charleston and Peters- 
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burg; and evidenced capacity of the highest order. Since 
the close of the war, he has had a large and remunerative 
practice in New Orleans. He held the position of President 
of the State Board of Health up to within a few weeks of hii^ 
death. It was, however, to his heroic efforts in combatting 
yellow fever during its prevalence in the lower Mississippi 
Valley in 1878 and 1879, that his name became so wide and 
favorably known to the medical profession and the people of 
the United States. 



Correspondence. 



Manitou Col., July 15, 1880. 
Editor St. yoseph Medical and Surgical Reporter. — 
Dear Sir : In the first issue of your journal appears an 
article, or rather a statement, which it would be both unjust 
and unwise to pass unchallenged. Permit me space to answer 
such points as are attempted to be made in said article, as 
briefly as possble : 

1. Immunity from pulmonary phthisis (I take it for 
granted that this disease is the one referred to) begins in 
Qolorado at an altitude of 6,000 feet above sea level, and 
more especially on the eastern slope of the Rocky Mountains. 
Denver is 5,000 feet, and is not in the mountains, as the 
writer ought to know, if he was ever there. 

2. Typhoid fever prevailed in Denver last fall to a very 
moderate extent, and was in reality of a remittent type. The 
villages and streams of the eastern slope now hear for the 
first time that any cases occurred outside of Denver worth 
noticing. 

3. Your friend, the legal gentleman, condemns his own 
statement. A man who, within the last three or four years, 
has visited every known health resort in North and South 
America, Europe and Africa, is a good example of what the 
average health-seeker in his eternal restlessness does. He 
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comes to Colorado with the vague idea that the climate will 
cure every chronic complaint under the sun. He n,eeds no 
doctor, not he. His good old family physician has told him 
.to go only in the summer, to rough it, climb Pike's Peak, to 
live on a ranche and eschew doctors. He is in short advised 
to follow the straight road to death. A reputable specialist 
could have told him that of all diseases that should be con- 
stantly under the supervision of an intelligent physician, con- 
sumption stands at the head. 

Air, sunlight, electricity are not to be taken and handled 
ad libitum. Indeed, I know of no remedy in the materia 
medica which requires so much judgment in its administra- 
tion as this same much-abused thin air. 

4. The discomforts and lack of accommodations may 
have existed up to three or four years ago. To-day we, in 
Colorado, boast of as good accommodations and better food 
than any towns in Missouri ever dreamed of. 

Very respectuUy, 

J. HILGARD TYNDALE, M. D. 



■♦ ♦ 



Society Pf\oceedings. 



History of the District Medical Society of 

Northwest Missouri. 



This society was organized in July, 1875, with a view to 
a better acquaintance among the members of the medical 
fraternity in the Northwest, and for the advancement of the 
scientific and general interests of those who constitute " its 
membership. 

A call was made, signed by the leading members of the 
profession in St. Joseph, and an invitation extended to the 
medical men throughout the surrounding country to partici- 
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I become parsel of the organization. The meeting 
1 St. Joseph early in July, and was attended by a 
the leading Doctors ot surrounding towns — notably 
n and Stone oi Oregon, Wilson of Forest City, 
Morrison of Maryville, Hughes of Hopkins, 
of Quitman, Bryant of Savannah, Adams and 
Cameron, Barnard of HainesvOle, Essig of Platts- 
ison and Coffey of Platte City, Lester of Kansas 
)thers whose names we cannot now recall, 
jf the city physidana, prominently Siemens, Geiger, ' 

Richmond, Heddens, Atchison, Chesney, Brock, 
)oyle, and perhaps others, were present and gave 
port in the organization. Dr. J. B. Atchison was 
iporary President, and Dr. Jacob Geiger was made 

Secretary. The Society was permanendy organ- 
a election of Dr. W. I. Heddens, permanent Presi- 
Dr. Geiger, permanent Secretary, and the names 
tlemen above constituted the first memberships, 
neeting continued two full days, and a Constitution 
aw8 were adopted. Their framers made them 
■membership in a county society, if there was one 
ity where the applicant resided, — or in the event oi 

society then a Diploma from a reputable school or 
reputable practice was a sine qua non for mem- 

i membership at the present time, 1 may say that 
rn to almost a hundred, and its meetings have been 
arly every three months since its birth. Of the 
imbers. Dr. Brock has long ago passed to the spirit 
Dr. J. B. Atchison, to whose enthusiasm more 
at of any one else the project was set on foot , 
tnated, is a citizen of the " Western Border " — I 
VIoatana. At all events, to him mainly belongs the 
□y, of being the founder of the society, and to him 
atxorded in these pages. 

wenty-first quarterly meeting of the society was 
I city — its permanent place of meeting, — on the 8th 
ith, July. 
J. Siemens, President, was in the chair. Dr. D. I. 
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results should be perceived in inflammations of the organ; for 
if by contracting the minute vessels of the legs, and thus 
depriving them of a proper blood supply, we produce gan- 
grene, — or if by the same means we destroy the vitality of 
an immense uterine fibroid, why may we not in the same 
way cut off the pabulum which feeds an inflammation? 

This is the principal up©n which ergot acts upon aU 
vitalized animal strictures, — and that it will 'oe the remedy of 
the future ior combatting uterine inflammations I fully believe. 
As to its value as an agent in sub-involution, in uterine hem- 
orrhages, uterine catarrhs, uterine polypoid and fibroid tumors, 
and even in malignant diseases of the organ, there is the most 
undisputed evidence. 

The formula I have been in the habit of using, and which 
I have recommended to others, is this: 

Fid. ex. Secale Comutum, - - - oz. iss. 

Tinct. ferri chloridi, ) ^r ^^u . . . drs ii 
Tinct. digitaUis, ^oteach, drs.u. 

Mix. 

Sig: small teaspoonful before each meal and one at bed- 
time. 

If the digitallis should cause any of its peculiar symp- 
toms, it may be prescribed in less quantity, or the dose of the 
accompanying prescription may be for a time reduced. Large 
doses of ergot are not good in gynaecological practice. Only 
small doses, repeated three or four times a day and continued 
for many weeks, is applicable in the treatment of the non- 
puerperal uterus. 

The originality of the suggestion as to the value of ergot 
as an agent in inflammations of the lining membrane of the 
womb, I do not, however, claim as my own. The subject was 
first brought to my notice by my friend, Prof. Carpenter of 
this city, who, in detailing some cases of uterine disorder 
made mention of the apparent benefit occurring coinddeiitly 
with its use. He seemed, however, not to fully realize the 
importance of his own observations at that time,' but the 
probable value of the remedy thus employed appeared to me 
worthy of investigation, and I have been in the habit of 
resorting to its use almost every week since. 
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immona reported a case where a husband, thrown 
■wa resources, in attempting to deliver his wife ot a 
I foetus, made traction upon the legs and body with 
as to separate the head h-om the trunk — the head 
in the uterus. This occurred on Friday, and the 
Tuesday the doctor was caUed, had the body 
and found the head really gone. The woman 
i of no pain whatever, the os uteri was tightly 
1 the uterine globe could be felt prominently through 
linal parieties. A teaspoontui of fld, ex. ergot pro- 
n in twenty minutes, which extruded the head not 
the long contracted uterus, but also from the vulva, 
ar related this to show the powers of the agent 
ie action. 

Jeiger presented an ovarian cyat— Emptied of its 
vhich had consisted of about forty pints of gnimous 
■the tumor having been removed only a day or two 
jy himself, assisted by Dr. J. W. Heddens, fronj a 
I years old, who resides in Southern Iowa. The 
sisted of dropsy of the lefl ovary, 
^aig also made remarks upon a case of ovariotomy 
had recently seen. 

fullinix, of Rosendale, inquired of the society the 
lies for acute dysentery, — information which seemed 
It among the members, as only Dr. Doyle made 
IS upon the subject. 

Ulen reported a case of disease of the a^kle joint, 
j^ssig a case of osteomalacia, a rare disease of 
curring, with few exceptions, in women after par- 
i disease characterized by a softening of the bones 
ibsorption ot their calcareous elements. In the case 
ly the doctor the chest became greatly sunken in 
of power in the osseous supports of its walls, and 
t also subsequently got spontaneous fracture of the 
'he patient died. 

limmons read a paper on the " Revelations of the 
le," which is given entire in another place in this 

-egular question — '* Differential Diagno^ of Func- 
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tional and Organic Diseases of the Heart," was 
cussed, as had been all the questions above name 
every member present taking part in the remarks. 

The society, at up. m., adjourned to meet agi 
second Thursday in October. 
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In presenting to the profession of the dty and 
country the St. Joseph Medical and Surgical R 
it is perhaps proper to state the motives which ac 
in the inauguration of such an enterprise. 

In the first place, we may reiterate the oft repea 
tion — the well known fact — that we live in the ce 
flourishing and rapidly developing country, and tha 
pace with the march of events, new enterprises \ 
necessity. 

Our city has recently become the center of medii 
ing for thg Northwest, and we have located in the 
immediately tributary to us quite a number of well i 
and flourisliing District and County Medical Sod 
consequently our medical interests are far read 
broadly disceminated. We need, — these interests 
the young -physic of the Northwest needs, a homt 
through which to disceminate and preserve our ides 

In establishing the Reporter we have in viev 
plying ot this want. 

We have a territory extending from the cc 
Manitoba to the Gulf of Mexico — from the Mississi] 
Pacific Ocean in whose broad expanse there is i 
found a single medical periodical. To be sure thei 
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lis and San Francisco journals, but they do not, can 
the requirements of the portion of the profession we 
nt. In all this broad field — the habitat often thousand 
g and reading physicians there surely ia abundant 
il from which to elaborate a good journal. We think 
:s material is available, and our desire is to utilize it. 
is presumably, hardly one among the thousands of 
ans in the vast region named, who has not, treasured 
his memory, the recollection of some curious and 
mt case, whose history is the rightful property of the 
profession. To all such we ap[)eal for aid in the way 
inal matter for oiu" pages. 

'rUe, write! That is one of the best means of becom- 
:rested and acquainted with the medical profession — 
ibers, its methods and its worth. Write, short, plain 
the point. Write facts, and you will seldom fail to get 
ng- 

> those who contribute to a journal its pages are always 
interesting. Particularly do we desire to make the 
SBPH Mbdical and Sukgical Rbportbr the organ 
country -pkysician, and the exponent of the legitimate 
I thought and practice throughout the great North- 
We therefore hope to have the hearty co-operation — 
ith ** pen and purse " of every medical gentleman who 
9 a copy ol our journal. To the task of making our 
:al worthy of this support, and working to attain it, 
nd giving our best endeavors- 
is iKeless to descant upon the failures which have 
d all enterprises of this kind which have heretofore 
idertaken west of St. Louis and Chicago. Any enter- 
ill fail it there is not a demand for its continuance. We 
there is now and here a demand for % work ol the 
i have inauguated, and we are prepared to prove oiu" 
' our works. 

e have received the one hundred and fifteenth annual 
cement and catalogue of the Medical Department of 
liversity of Pennsylvania, for r88o-8i. This is the 
ind one of the most reputable and successful medical 
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colleges in the United States, and to possess its Diploma has 
always been an honor. This is so yet. A careful examina- 
tion of the catalogue before us, however, develops a signifi- 
cant fact, and one that is pregnant with importance to the 
University of Pennsylvania and all other Eastern medical 
schools. The patrons of the Philadelphia schools, in years 
gone by, was largely made up of students from the South 
and West, In the graduating class of the above college at 
the beginning of this year,— iii in number, — but three were 
from west of the Mississippi. 

This is but a fair index to the sentiment which is begin- 
ning to grow in the West — namely, that a Western medical 
education is the best for Western physicians. This subject 
was ably handled in our July numberj by Dr. C. F, Davis, of 
Nebraska, and the issue thus made and the facts connected 
therewith will, we believe, elicit a good share of attention 
from both students and schools in the immediate futxire. In 
the St. Louis Medical and Surgical Journal for July 5, will be 
found sentiments similar to the above from the pen of Dr. 
Rumbold. 



In the July number of the Reporter, we made mention 
of the fact that " Goodell's Lessons in Gynaecology " had 
reached a second edition in the short period of six months. 
This, we then thought, was an idex to the unprecedented 
popularity of the work, as the first edition was a large one. 
Since that writing, we have received from the author, through 
Dr. D. G. Brinton, his publisher, a copy of the second 
edition — a handsome volume of 450 pages, on fine tinted 
paper, in good type, and with appropriate illustrations. The 
book consists of thirty-three "lessons," each of which is 
replete with the very cream of the most recent gynaecological 
thought and practice; and we expect to lay its pages under 
heavy contribution during the coming winter, in our course 
of gynaecological teaching. The name of Dr. Wm. Goodell 
is a household word in the home of every American physi- 
cian, and anything coming from his pen is atdkority. Every 
medical library in the land should possess a copy of this 
invaluable work. 



r 



THE PEN. 57 



An organization styled the "Association of American 
Medical Colleges " is attracting notice now in professional 
circles. In regard to this movement among the schools, we 
quote the following /rom the catalogue and announcement of 
the St. Louis Medical College, one of the oldest and most 
substantial medical schools in the West: * * * * 

"The St. Louis Medical College has declined the 
repeated invitations to join the 'American Medical College 
Association,' which is largely composed of schools that com- 
pete against it by low fees, and whose processed object, to 
raise the course of instruction in ali its members to a point 
which the St. Louis Medical College has already reached, 
seems yet far from being realized." And the " three term " 
cry raised by these same "associated colleges," we think 
comes with bad grace from men who, noi one of them perhaps, 
ever attended three courses of lectures — some of them two, 
some one and some of them perhaps none at all! We think 
well of all honest effort to elevate the educational standard in 
medicine and elsewhere, but we are distrustful of all plans to 
that end, which smacks of " ring." 

We have on our table the St. Louis Medical and Sur^ 
gical Journal,^ and the Alienist and Neurologist — ^the former 
under the able management of Dr. Thomas F. Rumbold, and 
the other, — a new journal, in its third number, — ^with Dr. C. 
H. Hughes at its head. We gladly welcome these two able 
periodicals to our sanctum, and regard them as splendid rep- 
resentatives of Western science and Western enterprise. The 
St. Louis Medical and Surgical yournal is the oldest and 
most widely circulated medical journal in the Mississippi 
Valley, and is now conducted with liiore ability and energy 
than at any time during its long and always honorable exist- 
ence. It is now the peer of any medical periodical in the 
United States. The Alienist and Neurologist is certainly an 
elegant publication in every respect, and we wish our friend, 
Dr. Hughes, the grand success which his enterprise deserves; 
but we have grave apprehensions for its success. It is too 
good and costs too much money to make it. There will not 
be, we fear, enough paying readers to justify its perpetuity. 
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Ifi however, any gentleman in the West can make a success 
of such an enterprise, Dr. Charles H. Hughes is the man. He 
is full of professional vitality. 
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* The following article, from the pen of Dr. E. A. Done- 
Ian, of this city, was received after the orignal department of 
the Reporter had been made up and had gone to press. The 
writer's large experience, and the opportune appearance of 
an article upon a subject of so much importance to mothers 
and the infantile population, determines us in giving it to our 
readers in the present number, nothwithstanding the press of 
other matter: 

MANAGEMENT OF INFANTS. 

There are no responsibilities the physician has to contend 
with that are more perplexing than delicate children during 
the summer months. Anxious mothers are desirous oi doing 
everything in their power for the benefit of their darling 
babes; and while the child is subject to a great variety of 
diseases during infancy, much may be done to arrest or pre- 
vent them by judicious management— as by a proper regu- 
lation of their food and hygiene. In forming our diagnosis ot 
infants' diseases we are deprived of the function of speech in 
them to assist us to locate the disease; consequently we have to 
be governed by external appearances — condition of surface, 
head, eyes, bowels, stomach, — in short every available means 
that can be taken as an idex to their condition. We are often 
aided by investigating the health of the mother — her habits and 
mode of living. If the child nurses, we often find the mother's 
condition to be the primary cause of the child's sickness. In 
order to furnish a child healthy milk, the mother's health 
must be properly cared for. A very great number of cases 
of children's maladies in their incipiency, are caused by 
unhealthy milk. We» have cases on record where children 
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lately after nursing the mothe 
I state of nervous excitement 
mother, as welt as health an 

with the health of infants th; 
bod for an infant, and in pure 
imposition to pure blood of 
ant is fed, care should be tat 
Ik that is used; as cow's mi] 
ant to know how the cow is ft 
as is frequently the f ase, the 
} city many cows are fed < 
e milk usually will disagree 
ally, I believe, slightly alkalii 
ps it will have an excess of a< 
urd or hard substance in the i 
an indigestible mass and grac 
very distressing effects. W 
: large as a good sized hickoi 
ight months old, giving gre; 

is of great importance to h 
ed, as it insures, usually, gi 
onger than that of the motht 
: part ot water to three of 
dded, or, where there is irr 
.ter, which is easily prepared 
art to about three of milk, — i 

the saccharated pepsin, may 
afler the child has taken its 
have found beneficial in cases 
arrhoea. Milk should be us 
Icing, as exposure to the air ii 
i it has to be kept some lenj 
iled, a portion of aqua cald 
iped bottle and kept cool, am 
; or four hours. It is imp 
tr as well as the stomach; a 
e three or four actions in twe 
pation of the bowels of child 
ion is — 
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Syr. Rheii, ----.. 
Ex. Jalap, j 

Sig: Teaspoonfiil every three or four hours 
bowels are moved. 

This we have found to be a pleasant and efficie 
in Cases of constipation. Our experience with I 
rheii uncorabined has not been satisfactory; it is toe 
is desirable to give a child as little medicine as pos 
sequently, hygiene should receive our prompt attei 
adopting a judicious diate.tic course. Pure air is 
question in cities at this season of the year. In fact 
ing the amount of animal and vegetable decompo 
poisonous vapors eminating from water closets, ] 
sewers, it is remarkable that the efforts of phya 
attended with the success they are, as evidenced 
few deaths of children in proportion to that of ot 
In order to procure pure air and avoid the heat c 
all feeble or debilitated children should be remov* 
pleasant country location, remote irom the poisonoi 
destroying influences of a filthy city; then nearly e 
with proper nourishment, will improve. 

In regard to nursing or feeding an infant, it 
with regularity; at least every three or four hou: 
oftener than every three hours. Sometimes in sui 
children become warm and thirsty; a drink of w 
bath — the tatter particularly — will refresh and be) 
very much. Mothers often nurse or feed their cl; 
much, particularly in warm weather. When ch 
feverish and fretful, five or six times at the mot 
enough in twentj'-four hours, and for an infant ui 
months old, two or three ozs. every two or three h 
not sleeping is usually sufScient. A child over thi 
should have more — say four or five ozs. daily, or fc 
ozs. five or six times in twenty-four hours. The 
nourishment for a child should be in excess of the 
the growth and healthy developn>ent of the child, 
a child should be fed all it can properly dispose of. 
food — milk — requires about three hours to digest 
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provided by nature, and is in our opinion preferable 
hers. At the same time, ail depends on a good article,, 
proper use of it; tlie banefiil effects of bad nourish- 
e, to a great extent, confined to cities. 

Respectfully, E. A. DONELAN, M. D. 

the very hasty make-up of our first number, quite a ' 

of errors unavoidably crept in — notably in Dr. 
a article and in the table of contents; and also in the 
number, in the first page of Dr. Simmons's paper on 
evelations of the Microscope," there occurrs two or . 
rrors — obviously typographical — occasioned by the 
ing of a proofsheet. We beg our friends to be patient 
, and we will do our best to " obviate the difficulty " 
iture. We would, however, admonish contributors to 

their manuscript with care, as it is then much more 
I receive favorable notice. 

I'ERY erudite friend of ours says that it is well indeed 
n is not so perfect— not so iron-clad, morally speaking, 

character is not at some point vulnerable. Such a 
: thinks, would ride rough-shod over the residue of 
d. We occasionally meet with a man — particularly 
medical world — who, io remembering the faults of 
forgets his own; and thus, imagining himself hedged 
'ith virtues, he sallies forth, intent upon the annihila- 
jome of his fellow mortals who are less perfect than 
Happily, at this juncture, some one of his fi-iends 

to mind a lew derelictions on the part- of the " iron- 
idividual, and he is brought to study professional con- 
ider altogether a different phase. — Spectator, July 

. Joseph is to have a new City Hospital. This insti- 
i under the control of Dr. Kirschner, a member of 
ulty of the College of Physicians and Surgeons, 
inics, throughout the collegiate season, will therefore 
n at this institution by some member of the college 
and students who design attending medical lectures 
ling winter in the above named college, will have the 
ige of ample bed-side observadon. 
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Our secular contemporaries, the St. Joseph daily 
Gazette and the Commercial Advices^ complimented our first 
issue with very flattering notices. We are sure that these 
courtesies were not intended to be viewed in a purely personal 
sense, but demonstrates that the journals named have an 
interest in every new enterprise which is started in our city, 
and that they are always ready and anxious to lend the influence 
of their pens in maintaining them. We extend to each of 
them our kindly acknowledgment, and to our fHend, Dr. 
Jewett, our thanks for valuable hints. 

A FOOLISH fellow named Dr. H. S. Tanner, of Minne- 
apolis, is starving himself to death in New York for the edi- 
fication of the physicians there and the sake of science. We 
certainly admire very much his disinterested enthusiasm, but 
our opinion of his judgment is, candidly, not of an exalted 
variety. 

The notorious " Dr." John Buchanan, the manipulator of 
bogus Diplomas, is about to come to grief. The minions of 
the law' are at his heels, and the prospects are that he and his 
nefarious business will soon go down to oblivion together. 
It is said that eleven thousand of his bogus certificates are 
possessed by as many impostors, in this and other countries. 

We had the pleasure of meeting, at the recent session 
of the District Medical Society, Dr. Gordon, of Holt county. 
The writer has known Dr. G. for a quarter or a century as ^ 
the Nestor of the profession in that portion of the State. His 
professional skill and benevolent heart have made glad the 
homes of the helpless and needy on many — very many 
occasions, when there was no remuneration in prospect except 
the ** rewards of a good conscience." We were very glad to 
once again shake his honest hand. At the same meeting we 
met Drs. Goslin of Oregon, and Essig of Plattsburg, each of 
whom stands at the head of the profession in their respective 
localities — we may say in the Platte Purchase, — for we know 
of no two gentlemen to whom we can better award that dis- 
tinction. Were all our professional brothers like these, then 
indeed would the profession of medicine be what it should — 
an honor to itself and a blessing to humanity. 
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PHYSICIANS AND SURCEONS, 

Of St^ Josepli, li/Lo.n 
Will begin its Seeond Course of Leetnres on the 4tli of Ootober, 1880. 



This School has met with unparalleled success. Its first Class was 
larger than any Medical School in the State of Missouri, outside of St. 
Louis. Its Clinics were large and Varied, both in Medicine and Surgery. 
There were operations for Stone in the Bladder, for Strabismus, for 
Torticollis, Resection of Elbow Joint, Amputations of Leg, Hand, Fingers, 
Foot, Eye, Aspiration of Pleural Cavity, of Abscess of Liver, Trephin- 
ing of Skull, &c., &c.,*&c. 

There is a Fkee Dispbnsaby connected with the College, which is 
largely patronized. The City Hospital is under the control of this 
School, and Clinics are held twice a week at the College and daily at th& 
Hospital. There is ample provision for Dissecting on fresh material 
under the direction of a Competent Demonstrator. 

The College is owned and controlled by the Faculty, all of whom 
are well established and successful Practitioners in active practice, who 
are determined to spare no pains to make the 

College of Physicians and Surgeons 

A Medical School of High Character and Practical Uu^ef ulness to its 
Graduates. There will be from five to six Lectures every day.. Physi- 
cians who have been three years in reputable practice can Graduate by 
attending a full Course of Lectures, onpassing a satisfactory examination. 

Fees for the entire Course are THiRTY-FrvB Dollars ($35). Full 
Catalogues sent on application. 

There were fourteen Graduates the First Session, all of whom are 
now in good practice. 

The Faculty all being Western men, are well acquainted with the 
diseases of the West, and the wants of Western Physcians and Students. 

Boarding can be had at from Thrbe to Four Dollars per week. 



The Following are the Names of the 

And the Branches Taught by Them. 

HUGH TREVOR, B. A., M. D., office at the Court Hoase, room No. 14, Bmeritna Pro- 
fessor of Surge^. 

W. I. HEDDEN8, M. D.,404 Francis street, . Prof essor of Principles and Practice of 
Medicine, and Clinical Medicine. 

JACOB GEIGER, M D , corner Third and Edmond streets, Professor of Principles and 
Practice of Sargery, Orthopedic Surgery and Clinical Surgery. 

W. H. BRYANT, M. D., Savannah, Mo,, Professor of Obstetrics and Diseases of Women. 

J. W. HEDBENS, M. D., 404 Francis streets, Professor of Surgical and Descriptive 
Anatomy, and Genito-Urinary Diseases, Secretary. 

B. A. DONELAN, M. D., 309 Fifth street, JProfessor of Materia Medica, Therapeutics 

and Diseases of Children. 
F. A SIMMONS, M. D., corner Felix and Eighth streets. Professor of Physiology and 

Diseases of the N^ervous Svstem 
S. F. CARPENTER, M. D., comer Eighth and Edmond streets. Professor of Chemistry. 

and Lecturer on Diseases of the Chest. 
P. J. KIRSCHNER, M. D^ Third and Edmond streets, Demonstrator of Anatomy. 

C. G. HUBBELL, M. D., Fourth and Francis sireets, Lecturer on Eye and Ear. 

J. P. CHESNEY, M. D., comer Eighth and Felix streets. Professor of Gynaecology. 

C. H. DARBY, D. D. S., Third street; between Jule and Faraon, Lecturer on Dental. 

Surgery. 
GOV. SILAS WOODSON, Lecturer on Medical Jurisprudence. 
W. I. HSDDBNS, 404 Francis street, Dban. 
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Chemists and Pharmacists, 

BAZ.TZ2C0RS, XD. 

MannfaotureTB of &U the offlcinal and other Btandard 

FLUID and SOLID EXTRACTS, 

Including all the NEW HEMEDIE8; 

PCES CHKHIOAtS, ELIXIRS, SYRUPS, BTO., 

Saccharated Pepsin and Dialysed Iron, 

We also prepare b full line of Perfectly Soluble 

SUGAR-COATED PILLS, 

Comprising all the officinal and other well-known favorite fonnulie. 
These PILLS are all prepared with the utmost care, under our 
immediate supervision. 

THE DRUGS enterlDg into their composition are of the best quality. 
The quantities and proportions are invariably as represented on the. 

The excipienis to make tbn masses are carefully choseo in each 
case, to make itie Pill permanently soluble in the Huids of the Stomach 
and Bowels. 

The Sugar-Coating will be found very soloble, and not excelled by 
any other in point of beauty or finish. 

Catalogues giving Composition, Doses, Etc., of all our Preparations, 
mailed to physicians by applying to us direct, or to oub Wholesale 

AOBNT, 

IX. 3iv^. O-^A-EXjICIXS, 

Wholesale Dealer in Drugs, 

102 i 104 Third Street. - ST. JOSEPH, MO. 
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PARKE, DAVIS & CO, Detroit, Michigan. 



SaEguis BoviEUS Exsiccatus. bloo "odesicca-^d: 



DEPIBRINATED BULLOCKS' 

K) Tlii8 

articlel^aB first introdaced by Dr. A. H. Smith, physician to St. Lake's Hospital, New 
York, and snbseqaently investigated by F. E. Stewart, Ph. 6., M. D„ of the same city, 
who utilized the product by desiccation. Popularly employed as a remedy for con- 
sumption, etc., by invalids who drink it at the dbattoirs,, as it flows from the freshly 
slaughtered animals. 

As a sustairUng and supporting measure it supplies nitrogenous tissue waste, obvi- 
ates the tendency to death by asthenia, and forestalls a degree of prostration dangerous 
to life. 

As a restorative agent, it is indicated in the slow convalescence from fever, in wast- 
ing diseases of various, forms, consumption and the like, in cachectic states from various 
constitutional poisons, as syphilis, scrofula, etc., and in all cases where impaired blood, 
nerves or digestion give rise to the anaemic condition, with its resulting general debil- 
ity, hypochondriasis, or other functional disorder. 

As a curative a^ent, in atonic dyspepsia, anaemia, and various derangements of 
nutrition and secretion. For a description of the process of manufacture, etc., in 
detail, please send for circulars. 

fn^a (ERYTHROXYLON COCA.) This is a native of the eastern slope of the 
wOwSl* Andes and is cultivated in tiie tropical vallevs of Bolivia and Peru. It is a 
nervous SI imulant of very decided activity, imparting also increased vigor and power 
of endurance to the muscular system. It is largely employed to this end by the natives 
of the countries in which it grows. 

Increased interest has lately been aroused in this drug by a recent article by Prof. B. 
R. Palmer, of the University of Louisville, in the Louisville Medical Nfiws^ in which 
strong claims are made for it as a possibly antidote for the opium habit. The report of 
the cases treated by Prof. Palmer is such as will lead to a verv general trial of this agent 
in the treatment of this pernicious habit. The large demand may lead to the disposal 
of samples of the drug which have deteriorated from long keeping. Our preparations 
of it are warranted genuine* and fresh. It was with our fluid extract that Prof. Palmer 
conducted the experiments which have led him to regard the drug as a possible anti- 
dote to the opium habit. 

« 

Tm VMM 7 AM T\f\rti^rf\f\A (P18CIDIA ERYTHRINA.) The reports which 
J SmiSllySl ^Ug Vv UUU» have already been received of the effects of this 

drug more than jusii/y our action in placing it before the profession of this country. 
Making due allowance for the enthusiasm which its action has aroused, we would only 
say, that whereas, we a short time since merely asked the profession to submit it to a 
trial, we are now justified in recommending it as a substitute for opium in many pain- 
ful affections. Its advantages over opium lie in its not constipating or locking up the 
secretions, and in its leaving none of the unpleasant constitutional effects associated 
with the administration of opium. 



li/Ta VI 4 /H4 ( FRANCISCBA UNIPLORA.) This drug is officinal in both Brazilian 
JSkLSIIISIwSI* Dispensatories in which it is classed among alteratives of the more 
active and positive kind. So marked is its effects in the syphilitic cachexia, that it has 
been called tnercurio vegetal by the Brazilians. It is recommended also as an anti- 
rheumatic, relieving the pain and materially shortening-the natural course of the disease. 
We ask for it a thorough trial, under the belief that it will prove a valuable addition 
to the list of remedies commonly employed in rheumatism. It is regarded by the 
Brazilians as almost a specific in the chronle form of the disease. 



tJl^aii^M ml "n^i VA^f*9 A ^^ ^^^ ^'^^^ ^^ receipt of a direct importation of this 
JSliSbVlSlvU ^UUOlSlSla lai^e and expenisve drug. Dnboisia, although 
scarcely two years before the profession of this country, has already largely supplanted 
atropia, formerly regarded as indispensable as a myariatic, in the practice of opthal- 
mology. Its action on the eye is similar to that of atropia, dilating the pupil and para- 
lyziog the muscles of accommodation, but is much more prompt and is attended by 
none of the disagreeable effects of that salt, irritation of the conjunctiva, dryness of 
the throat, and, in children, hallucinations, delirium, etc. 



■^ 



r 



Vol. I. 



SEPTEMBEE, 1880. 



No. 3. 



THE SAINT JOSEPH 



Medical I Surgical Reporter. 



♦ » 



A Monthly Journal, devoted to the interests of Western Medicine. 



♦ ♦ 



PRICE $1.00 PER YEAR, IN ADVANCE. 

J. P. CHESNEY, M. D., 

Editor, 



♦ »■ 



CONTENTS: 



OBIGINAIi ARTICLES. 



Page. 



ConjunctivitiH, by Jacob Gciger, M.D. . 65 
A case of Albuminuria, by M. H. Alter, 



M. D 



^'Similia Similibus,"' by S. C. Makem- 
8on, M.D 73 

SCISSORS. 

Morbid Juvenile Pyrophobia 75 

Vaccination for Zymotic Disease 7fi 

Chian Turpentine 77 

The National Board of Health 

Ovariotomy 80 

"Black Arts in Medicine— A Crowded 

Profesfiion 81 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

Letter from Medona. Kansas 82 

Letter from College Citv. Cal S4 



78 



Page. 
THE PEN. 

"Keokuk" 85 



Medical Index— 
Tanner in a Nutshell 



80 



EDITOR'S DRAWER. 



Judge and Jury 8^ 

Emotional Insanity— Two Numbers- 
Medical Censors— 7%e Medical Pro- 
fession of Kansas 88 

Western Medical Education 89 

Articles for Publication — What does it 

Mean?— Postage— Exchanges 90-91 

College of Physicians and Surgeons — 

Our Advertisers 92 

Death Holes— Three Termism— Dr. Ja- 
cob Geiger 94 



ST. JOSEPH, MO. 

('. P. KINGSBURY, STEAM PRINTER AND BOOK BINDER. 

1880. 



Entered at the Postoffice, 8t. Joseph, Mo., as Second-class Mail Matter. 



ESTABLISHED, 



1860. 



H. M. GABLIOHS, 



WHOLESALE 



DRUGGIST, 



And Sole Agent for 



Geo. Tiemann & Go's Cele'brated Instruments 



At New York Prices. 



1 02 and i 04 South Third Street, 



St. Joseph, Mo. 



SAM'L 1. SMITH & CO., 



Wholesale Druggists 



f 



ST. JOSEPH, MO. 



THE SAINT JOSEPH 

^cdial and J'Utgial p^jraitw. 



roL. I. SEPTEMBER, 1880. No. 3. 



RIGINAL MRTICLES. 



Original A.i\t: 



CONJUNCTIVITIS. 

BY JACOB GEIGBR, M. D., 
\of. of Surgery in the GolUgt of PAptieians and Surgeom, St. Jagtph, Mo. 



The conjunctiva as a mucous membrane is liable to a 
uperiicial inflammation which is attended throughout by 
.yperaeraia and swelling, at first by dryness, and afterwards 
y increased secretion, which may be either mucous or 
luco-punilent; or it may pass on to a purely purulent 
haracter. 

When inflammation oi the conjunctiva attacks patients 
leyond the age of infancy, it sometimes assumes a sporadic, 
ometimes an epidemic character. 

The sporadic cases may be due to ordinary catarrh, or 
irritation set up by dust, noxious valors, foreign bodies, or 
the hyperasmia induced by over-work of the eyes. 

The conjunctiva is more or less injected, and the eyes 
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feel 38 ii some gritty substance Were under the lids, \ 
are usually somewhat stuck together by discharge after i 

The diagnosis ot uncomplicated conjunctivitis ma 
arrived at with certainty: When there is no vasculari 
diminution of the transparency of the cornea, even i 
margin ; no loss of lustre of the iris, no diminished mc 
of the pupil, no impairment of vision, and when the inj 
vessels can, for an instant, be wholly emptied right up t 
corneal margin by slight pressure with a finger, throug 
medium of the eyelid. 

Under certain circumstances, sporadic conjectlvitia 
be a disease of great severity. When it is caused by i 
latioQ with gonorrhoeal pus, or with the secretion of 
existing purulent ophthalmia of whatever kind, it rapidl} 
duces extreme swelling of the cornea and ends in loss of 

Between these cases and those of the mildest kin< 
impossible to draw any tine of demarcation. 

There may be forms of conjunctivitis in which thi 
charge is not contagious; but if so, there are no known 
by which these forms can be certainly distinguished 
others ; "and a cold in the eyes," as the people call it, — 1 
in its character — frequently runs through the householt 
affects some member of the family more than the rest. 

It may be said therefore that simple conjunctivitis r: 
from a very slight affection to the most virulent form of 
lent ophthalimia; and widely different as are the extrer 
the scales, they fade into each other by impercej 
gradations. 

Severe conjunctivitis has four especial sources of da 
viz, : It tends to produce discharge of a contagious char 
capable of reproducing the disease in others, not ool 
direct communication, as by actual contact through the 
vention of fingers, sponges or towls, — but also throug 
medium of the atmosphere, — since the discharge finds its 
by the lachrymal passages into the nose, and is carri 
with the particles of watery vapor in the expired air. 

It tends to produce hypertrophy of the papillae < 
membrane; and the hypertrophied papilke, in their turn 
to produce and maintain inflammation of the cornea. 
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lent of vessels under its epithelium, and consequent 
)f its substance. It tends to produce ulceration and 
3n of the cornea by interference with its nutrition; 
e large opacities, anterior synechia and their conse- 
partial or- complete staphyloma, and thus, in many 
pairment or even total loss of sight. Lastly it tends 
ito a state of chronic hypergemia, which /may con- 
months, and which the smallest spark of irritation 
ndle into active and formidable disease, 
papillae of the conjunctiva are analogous to those 
lermis, and are situated immediately beneath the 
n. They are small and scattered in the vicinity of - 
margins of the lids, larger and more numerous near 
hed borders of the cartilages, and still more nuraer- 
sss elevated and with broader bases, in the regions 
Ipebral folds. On the occular conjunctiva they are 
imber, or even altogether wanting, except in a narrow 
lediately around the corneal margin, and chiefly in 
■ and lower portions. They are formed of connective 
i vascular loops, and in the healthy state cannot be 
;d by the unaided eye. After a short period of con- 
5, however, or of the irritation due to the presence of 
body, if we evert the upper lid, its inner surface, 
r in its upper portion, will l>e seen to be studded with 
loints, like grains of dark red sand, 
se are congested papillae; and if the cause of the 
in be removed they soon return to their normal 
y. After awhile, however, congestion passes into 
phy,— the more rapidly in proportion to the youth of 
it and the severity of the inflammation. 
juite an early stage of the purulent ophthalmia of 
e find the conjunctiva of the lids and of the palpebral 
[inctiy villous. The enlarged papillae stand out as 
s and considerable prominences. 
» sequel of longer continued inflammation in the adult, 
I similar condition almost permanently established; 
St requiring persevering and well directed treatment 
moval. The lids are then said to be "granular," and 
ases there usually co-exists with the granular lids a 
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state of chronic vascularitj- and consequent turbility i 
cornea. 

The word granular, as applied to this condition i 
lids, is objectionable, because it does not distinguis 
hypertrophied papillEe from granulations of other kind,— 
which have their seat in the lymph follicles — which ] 
refer to hereafter. 

The papillary granulations are often large and s 
dark red or livid in color, and seated upon folds of h 
trophied membrane, which spring into great promi 
when the lids are everted, After infancy, they are u 
the indications of a former conjunctivitis, the acute sti 
which has passed away. 

In the early periods of inflammation the papilla a 
be regarded chiefly as increasing the extent of the inf] 
surface — as adding to its hypertemia— so that they 
intensify the liegree of the morbid process and enlar, 
area, besides aiibrding material for the formation of ii 
matory products. 

In the later periods they act as mechanical irrita 
the cornea, and add to the state a chronic and to some i 
passive congestion, which is from its very nature, in a 
degree rebillious to treatment. The discharge of coi 
tivitis in mild cases is only a slight exaggeration of the o. 
secretion of the membrane. Very soon, however, it 
assume first a muco-purulent, and then a distictly pu 
character; and during this progress it acquires conta 
properties. 

There can be little doubt that the activity of tht 
tagium bears a geneal relation to the severity of the ir 
mation, and to the purulent character of the secretior 
as little that certain varieties of conjunctivitis are more 
contagious than others. But it is not possible to asse 
non-contagiousness of any inflammatory conjunctival 
charge, or to point out any character or combtnati 
characters which indicates when the quality of contagioi 
begins or ceases. It is obvious that, in this respect, 
must depend upon the soil on which the contagium is reci 
and that a secretion which would be innoxious to a health 
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aent to produce inflammation in 
y constitutional causes or by 
I of any kind. 

n or necrosis of the cornea is t 
which inflammation of the cor 
ision actual loss of sight; an< 
an interruption, probably in t 
I the ordinary corneal nutrition, 
indication that the cornea is th 
iven by slight elevation and ir: 
ts margin. In the more violent 
discharge and great swelling 
ctiva of the eyeball, this irrej 
ipt to be soon succeeded by a 
may be the precursor of a pi 
integration of the corneal tissu 
;verity, is usually followed by a 
n the cornea, by inflammation < 
m of a more or less inflammato 
>f inflammation alone, the corm 
ment impairment of its transpa 
s tissue, tending to alteration c 
ir pressure. 

ren small and superflcial, may 
y with cloudy patches, but also ' 
sion; and when they are dee] 
i absolutely opaque cicatrices. ] 
sy are commonly followed by 
suiting opening, and by its pen 
the anterior synechia thus pre 
icial tissue by the vessels ol thi 
ive and more dense than it wod 
;straining the movements of th 
upon the nerves of the iris ar 
requently produce deep seated 
anges. 

nic hypertemia which may folio 
: found to lie hidden beneath thi 
I that portion of the eyeball w 
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to the air by the natural opening of the palperbral I 
is probable that the air constringes the conjuncti-v 
and assists in restoring them to a healthy tone ai 
calibre. 

It is common to find persons whose eyes woii 
appear to have recovered, but upon everting th 
vascularity will be found lurking in the palpebral fc 
fore patients constantly suffer relapse where injur 
ences are in operation. 

The follicular granulations, as distinguished 
papillary, are little rounded eminces, the appearano 
the term "sago grain" almost sufficiendy describ 
are colorless and semi-transparent, slightly elevated 
general level oi the conjunctiva; and they may b 
anywhery, on the retro-tarsal fold of the lower 
neighborhood of the outer can thus. 

AnatomicaUy they consist of mere assemblages 
cells, the increase of which has wasted or disp 
meshes of the areolar tissue, so as to form cavities 
the cells are contained. When the lid is everted, tl: 
of the follicles are conspicuous by their whitish, s 
parent aspect on the congested conjunctiva. The 
tion itself runs a course which is in no way distil 
from conjunctivitis of an ordinary kind, although i 
liable to be ultimately followed by cicatricial shrink 
conjunctival tissue. 

This may occasion incurvation, of the tassal 
and may thus bring the lashes to rest upon the e; 
destroying the natural smoothness of the palpebra 
, In treating conjunctivitis as a sporadic afiectio 
sometimes occurs in a family, there is seldom ani 
difficulty; and the cases if seen early will usual] 
readily to judicious treatment. 

The indications are two in number: First, 
the general health, — as we frequentiy find more or 1 
derangement, constipation, anaemia, and debility. 
to control the disease by local applications to the cor 

In selecting suitable local remedies there is n 
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for exercise of discretion; but the secret of success lies in the 

time and manner of applying them. 

In the treatment of a case of actual conjunctivitis it is 

first of all necessary to asscertain that the disease is not due 

to the presence of a foreign 'body, and the next point is to 

observe whether the inflammation shows any tendency either 

to spread to the cornea or to interfere with its nutrition. 

In very acute forms of this disease with much swelling 

of the lids and profuse purulent discharge, the occular con- 
junctiva soon participates in the morbid action, and is elevated 
from the sclerotic by efiusion between the two membranes; 
and in proportion to the degree and firmness of this effiised 
material the life of the corneal tissue is threatened by arrest 
of its nutrition, and very rapid sloughing and necrosis may 
follow. In cases less severe we may have only corneal ulcer- 
ation of an inflammatory type, or the development of vascular 
keratitis, which is recognized by loops of newly formed 

vessels encroaching upon the cornea. 

It is evident that all these conditions require separate 

treatment. When the corneal epithelium is undisturbed, and 

the swelling of the lids not excessive, the mild metallic 

astringents are appropriate. From one to two grains of acet. 

of lead or sulph. zinc to the ounce of water, applied every 

six hours, will generally relieve an ordinary case in from four 

to five days; lead, however, is absolutely inapplicable if there 

is any abrasion of the corneal epithelium; it is liable to leave 

behind opaque deposits of white carbonate. The application 

is best made by everting the lid and allowing a few drops of 

the solution upon it. Nitrate of silver of the same strength 

acts admirably in some cases. Also the f e. hydrastis 

canadensis from five to six drops to the ounce of water. 

A favorite prescription of mine, and one that I always use when 
there is much purulent discharge, swelling and pain, is com- 
posed: 

Sulph. Zinc, ) 

Acid CarboL, > - - - - aa, gr,i. 

Atropine, ) 

Glycerine. - - - - - - -3i. 

Aq. Rosse to make - - - - - S i« 

Mix. 
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I have frequently used with good results an ( 
composed of one part of tannate of lead, three parts 
oil and one part lard well mixed, and apply a portioa 
as a barley com under each lid twice daily. 

In some instances it will be found desirable to ' 
astringent from time to time. Soothing applications 
quently indicated, and may be lefl to the choice of the i 
Compresses are very important. Water applicatic 
cold or tepid, the temperature which gives the great 
fort should be used. 



A CASE OF ARBUMINDRIA. 

BY M. H. ALTER, M. D., ECiTTANmNG, Penn. 



Mr. C, aet. 68, came to me last week with feeb 
supported by a cane and bearing marks of great dei 
He complained of patn in the back and loins, a did 
voiding his urine, — or "avoiding it," as he termed it, 
general weakness. The temperature was normal, [ 
slight tenderness in the region of the kidney, but not n' 
so. An examination of the urine with heat and nil 
resulted in a precipitate; and microscopic examination 
an abundance of pus corpuscles, but no casts. 

During the examination he frequently quoted [ 
of scripture, and complained of being a poor worn 
dust, and that this life was fiill of sorrow and pain, 
death would be a blessed relief instead of a thin 
dreaded, and impressed me with the idea that surelj 
Christian life was a happy one, at least outside of 
difficulties. He quoted largely from Jeremiah, Isa 
Job, giving chapter and verse. About the time he 
to the lamentations of Jeremiah, 3d chapter, ist versi 
attempting to pass a number sixteen sound, and it f 
occured to me what the real diagnosis was; and g; 
from the way that he had treated himseli; and from a 
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about Dr. Gunn, that he likely understood what I meant, I 
remarked to him that I believed he was suffering from a 
pretty severe gleet. He promptly replied: "Yes, Doctor, 
you have hit it exactly." It seems that among his tribula- 
tions, trials and temptations, was a particularly handsome 
and wayward maiden, — he was an exhorter for some branch 
of the church, and sometimes preached, — she had led him 
from the path of virtue, and he had concealed and treated his 
condition until medical aid was a necessity. I gave him a 
prescription containing hydrate of chloral, bromide ot 
potassium and carbolic acid as an injection, and some simple 
remedy internally, and with some counsel as to his method 
of life and restrictions in diet, I left the old man to his treat- 
ment and reflections. The last time I saw him he was "com- 
plaining of feeling a great deal better." 

Now I do not give this case as a slur on religion or any- 
thing of the sort, but merely give it to show that one must 
not be misled by appearances. This solemn old man might 
have led us to believe he had Bright's disease of the kidneys; 
there was the albuminuria, but no casts. We must be cau- 
tious, and where the symptoms point us, follow — regardless 
of " age, sex, or previous condition of servitude." 



> > <• 



"SIMILIA." 



Have we alopaths admitted the existence of the "Similia 
Similibus Curanter" law in medicine, as asserted by homoeo- 
paths ."^ I mean the best of our school. If so, is it a uni- 
versal or only exceptional law-f* Is it a fact that Hannemanian 
medication is largely on the increase in our large cities, and 
is fast becoming popular? How about heat in recent bums? 
Cold in frost bite? Ipecac in vomiting? Rhei, aloes, &c., in 
diarrhoea? Colocynth in cramp colic, &c., &c? Is this alo- 
pathic or homoeopathic treatment? Will some one who is 
posted and unbiased explaii^? If the above are correctly 
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answered in the affirmative would it not be manly t< 
None but those with limited education reject anytt 
before investigating it. Gentlemen, let us hear fr 
Don't all speak at oace. S. C. MAKEMSON.N 

Plum Hollow, Iowa. 

For information in regard to this matter we 
Makemson to — Homoeopathy — What is Itf A Statei 
Review of Its Doctrines and Practice: By Pro(. h 
mer, of Michigan. The little volume may be had ol 
Davis, Detroit, It will well pay any person who is i 
in the subject, to procure and read this work. Af 
bearing upon some ot Dr. Makemson's questions, 
say that Dr. Palmer remarks that "during a sojourn < 
months in Great Brittain and on the countinent mam 
men were met with; but all inquiries made failed to 
important facts respecting the system, except from 
eral statement that it no longer received attention 
profession at large, and that it was not considered i 
such attention," We are satisfied of the truth of '• 
furthermore, that in tliis country, (U. S.,) mud 
importance of this as of other delusions, arises 
antagonism it receives. {Obstetric Gazette^ Our ov 
vation leads us to think this humbugery,— for it can 
erly called by no other name, — is not on the increaf 
country, but on the contrary we believe it to be on th 
The United States — congenial soil for the propagati 
delusions, has really been the hot-bed of this also — 
of the brood having found their way to regions be; 
Atlantic. I saw statistics of the profession of Great 
only a few years since, and in the largest and most 
cities there was in quite a number of instances not 
homoeopath, and in none of the others was there n 
one or two. But this is giving the subject really m( 
than we ought to spare, and we refer our correspi 
the work mentioned — just out. We would suggei 
friend the propriety of leaving the word "Alopath" c 
medical vocabulary hereafter, as it is a word now o 
by the homoeopathic few, and like the residue of thi 
in trade, has little signiHcance in it. — [Ed. 



^^ 



Morbid Juvenile Pyroi 
ToxH^MiA. — Willis P. King, 
the following to the St. Louis . 

M. is a ten-year-old, pale, 
ligenc, learns his lessons well 
have pretty good general he 
iDsanity, epilepsy, apoplexy, t 
ancestry. His father, howei 
always extremely agitated ar 
family are sick, and constantly 
and when the latter come, he c 
be blown down or some other 
at sight of blood or on suiieri 
the contrary. During the sur 
had a certain ague, regularly 
or three months. A homoec 
unsuccessfully. On the 27th o 
consulted me about her boy 
become so morbidly feartul of 
have a fire in the house, evt 
visiting him, I found his body 
prolonged ague. His face wi 
pulse constantly over one bund 
normal, the former being mo 
exalted in the afternoon. He i 
He was up and dressed, and 
before the rest of the family, 
his time reclining on a sofa, i 
be taken up with the subject o 
he knew the town would be bu 
houses were out of repair; tl 
wood, and the people didn't set 
danger. His mother stated 1 
Hall rang the hours ot nine, t 
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out in great agitation, exclaiming that there was a fire, 
would scan the horizoD ia all directions for the object o 
fears. He went repeatedly during the day from rooi 
room, and inspected the stoves and the flues about the h< 
He went to bed at night protesting against the buildin 
fires, and in the rnoming, when the cook began the pre] 
tions for breakfast, at the first noise of poker or shovt 
would bound out of bed (when at his worst, not taking 
to put on his pants) and hurry down to the kitchen and w 
try to prevent the cook from making the fire. He had i 
literally guarded by his mother during the preparation c 
meal, and as soon as this was done, the fire had t 
extinguished to allay his fears. He would deliberately e 
guish the fh^e in the sitting room against his mother's or 
In one instance on a cool morning, when there was mori 
than usual, he procured a bucket of water, and in spite c 
exertions of his mother to prevent him, he succeeded in c 
ing the stove with his foot^plunging his boot into the fi 
keep the stove door open — and dashed the water into 
over the stove and carpet. These contests were of ■ 
occurrence. Threats of punishment would not deter 
Although very irritable, he conversed intelligently on all 
jects except fire. Upon this subject he seemed utterly ir 
able of reasoning correctly. I discovered no evidenc 
epilepsia or epileptoid— day time or nocturnal. The 
exciting cause of all this pyrophobia seemed to be cer 
hyperfemia, dependent upon malarial toxhaemia. Upon 
sultation with eminent authority, he was put upon five-j 
doses of quinine, three or four times a day; the bromidi 
sodium and calcium with the syr. calc. lactophos before n 
Ether was poured upon the crown of his head, and all< 
to evaporate, several times a day. Under this treatmer 
improved steadily, after about the first week. Withi 
weeks he was apparently well, so far as the pyrophobia 
concerned, but he was kept upon the treatment for ; 
months, in order to prevent a relapse. 

Vaccination for all Zymotic Disease. — The r 
investigations of M. Pasteur, which have been presi 
from time to time to the French Academy of Sciences 
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mense practical value in the prevention.of chicken 
eed of no leas value than were his former studies 
vorm disease. Should that sdentest suceed in 
[)d his promise, a generalization might be made 
18 follows : The poison of any zymotic disease 
nodified that it will have the same relation in the 
I _ _ prophylaxis of that disease that vaccine virus has in the 

I ^ prophylaxis of small-ppx. A more valuable comtribution than , 

II %'-■ that which these researches indicate, can scarcely beimagined. 
^^y Chian Turpbtine. — The London Laacei of March 27, 

fl 1880, contains the records of four cases of carcinoma uteri, 
^ treated by Chian turpentine, with the result of checking 
^^ bleeding, fetor and pain, which were rapidly followed by 

1W diminution in the size, and finally entire disappearance of the 
morbid growth. The question of accuracy in diagnosis 
cannot arise when Professor John Clay is the observer, but 
ithe details of each case are fully given. The first patient 
aged 52 years, su^red from scirrhous cancer of the cervix 
and body of the uterus. Hemorrhage was excessive, pain of 
the back and abdomen agonizing, and cancerous cachexia 
well marked, the uterous so extensively destroyed that its 
cavity readily admitted three fingers. Six grains of Chian 
turpentine with four grains flowers of sulphur, were made 
, a into two pills, and both administered every four hours during 
^. the day. No opiates nor lotions used. On thfe fourth day 
-the patient reported herself greatly relieved from pain, in 
*« better spirits, but complained of vaginal discharge consisting 
of a dirty white tenacious secretion, without blood or fetor; 
. on the twelfth day this was replaced by a somewhat serous 
^^ fluid. The os would only admit one finger; the patient's 
vV general health was improved; medicine well tolerated. In 
" the twelfth week "the parts feel ragged, and do not bleed on 
m^ roughly touching them." The other three cases were of a 
^J similar character, two of much more advanced condition, 
I J with enormous cancerous tumors; the treatment resulted in 
^ all, in the same way — steady improvement. In one, on 
^P account of the size and fungosity of the tumor after diminu- 
Bv tion under the turpentine had commenced, vaginal injections 
H * were used, in one instance, solution of perchloride of iron, in 
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the other arsenical solution, which Mr. Clay ti 
ID reducing the growths. Many experiments 
which various remedial agents were added to 
the other varieties of turpentine were also trie* 
effects upon the digestive or other organs whi 
or less harmful, preventing necessary constatic; 
medicines, they were all cast aside, exceptinj 
In order to administer the Chian turpentine in 
form, Mr. Clay gives the following formula w; 
be agreeable and readily taken for weeks 
etherial solution of the turpentine is prepared 
one ounce of the turpentine in two ounces of 
ether {anaesthetic); 
^ Solution of Chian turpentine, 

Solution of tragacanth, - - - 
Simple syrup, _ _ - . _ 
Flowers of sulphur, - - _ . 

Water, - - - - - q. s 

Dose, once ounce three times daily. 

The remedy appears to act upon the pe 
growth with great vigor, causing speedy di 
mfiltration, and arrest of the further developmer 
Pain is promptly arrested, as are the hemor 
acatrization leaves the cervix nodular to the f 
ination through the speculum shows small cic 
sions. Glandular involvement is prevented, ai 
cancerous cachexia disappears. The evident 
the observer is of the most encouraging chai 
treatment certainly deserves extended careful t 
and perseverence on the part of both phesicia 
are requisite, and the aphorism of Trosseau m 
gotten that "chronic diseases require chronic 
this agent proves as valuable as these cases ind 
nant disease of the uterus, may we not exp 
results when the disease affects other orgar 
Courier qf ?nedicine. 

The National Board of Health, abc 
had at its disposal an appropriation of $550,00 
18 almost gone and an appropriation of $75,001 



lill which elicited considers 
-esentatives. One amendr 
e $75,000 and substituting 
$150,000. After a storn 
arraigned for extravagant 
assed. During the year 
. large amount of mone; 
d. How much would it c< 
this National Board of Health during a yea 
yellow fever or cholera? The fact that yellow 
flourish to any great extent last year is not m 
that "the board stamped it out" as it claims, 
and oracular and demonstrative procedures of 
ing the past year have not convinced the natioi 
fession ot its usefulness. Its treatment in the I 
resentatives is evidence of this fact and points s 
abolition of the board as at present constitutec 
be said, with no reflection upon individual m< 
present board, many of whom we know to be of 
ability and integrity. Manifestly the sanitary 
nation demand sanitary government and the rei 
must necessarily be delegated somewhere, i 
Bowditch, in an article published in the Bostoi 
Surgical Journal, January 8, 1880, proposes 
solution of the the problem. He would hav 
vested in a cabinet officer, the Secretary of 
thould hold conardinate rank with other me 
:abinate; he should reside at the seat of go 
ihould have the right in great emergencies to ; 
:arians for purposes of consultation. He shoulc 
»dvisory council always accessible, for advice 
ind without whose support he could take no ir 
ind this council together with the cabinet office 
stitute a National Board of Health. This boar 
iirm all the doings of the secretary and by a t\ 
ji the whole board should have the power to v 
posed action of the secretary, in which emergei 
:o the President should be made, who, with 1 
should have absolute power. The English go 
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adopted a similar plan. Such a plan would ha 
advantage of centralization, and, by giving the 1 
absolute power, would enable them to act prom] 
cintly in great emergencies. It should be so oi 
render the national health department analogous I 
war department, which has in times of peace a n 
ing army, but which has the capabilities tor aim 
expansion in the emergency of war. The wai 
does not in time of peace need $500,000 men to 
its usefulness. Nor does the health departme 
health require a $500,000 demonstration of its 
Chicago Medical Review. 

Ovariotomy. — The British Medical fow^ 
an editorial mention of Mr. Spencer Wells' on 
ovariotomy, which was performed on Friday, J 
A brief abstract of this editorial will prove intei 
completion of one thousand operations was the 
summation, under relatively easy conditions, ( 
commenced under diametrically different auspic 
when Mr. Wells began, the operation had falle 
pute, and the operation which McDowell ha 
iorty-eight years before, had until then been 
others only with reluctance and timidity, and ne 
success which inspiaes confidence. Ovariotomj 
Mr. Keith said, simply nowhere." Dr. CI: 
achieved fair success in the provinces, had fail 
either the provincial or metropolitan surgeons, 
fiable was the operation regarded t^hat the 
blighted Baker Brown on account of his many 
threatened with an inquest on his next fatal case 
operated ior two years when Mr. Wells began, 
stigmatized ovariotomists as "belly rippers." 
hospital surgeons were indefatigable in throw 
upon them. Besides great personal supervisio 
utest points of general after treatment, Mr. 1 
put in practice and strenuously advocated cert 
manipulation, and of therapeutics previously mo 
regarded. He discarded the plan tying the ped 
in the ends of the ligature hanging out throug 



the abdominal incision, and empdi 

ting to draw it out. He practiced 

ent oi the pedicle, and did not recur i 

thod, until antiseptics altered the wh 

on. He included the peritoneum in ■ 

bdominal wound, a practice based < 

evidence demonstrated by his pi 

which show the effect of sutures in uniting abdomi 

in animals, now in the museum of the College of £ 

Chicago Medical Review. 

As HAS BEEN SAID by one of eminence in oui 
(Prof. Parvin): "If society does treat the medical n 
and unkindly, is it any worse than medical mer 
other? Many of the worst things ever said of a 
originally came from a physician's tongue. Sodfi 
the mere whispering gallery, which echoes back 
ances. Were we more charitable towards eacl 
would silence half the reproaches which are brc 
the profession," — The Black Arts in Medicine. 

Somewhat Crowded Profession. — In thi 
Will Case" before the Lousville court the other day 
ing the medical testimony, Colonel McKay, one ol 
sel for the will, remarked upon the number of do 
world, and said that down "in his country, betwe 
and the river, they are so thick that two had to ridi 
and that, a flatboat having been stranded in the 
night, the next morning three doctor's signs were \ 
from its sides." We had wondered why the d 
was himself once a "steam" doctor, had quit the pi 
Louisville Medical News. 
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Wb commend to the perusal of readers and contri 
the letter from Medona, Kansas, published below. 
author has evidently become somewhat "agitated" ov 
absurdity of the idea so prevalent among vvriters for n 
periodicals, — the idea that it is necessary in giving the I 
of any case of illness to go into a long, family history 
case^a large number of statements being made in r 
these instances which have no relations whatever to the 
Hali the space required for the article is often taken up 
manner. If, therefore, the letter of our correspondent 
to show the folly of the fashion our spdce given to it 
well used. — [Ed. Rbporter. 

Meik)na, Kansas, August 2, 188 
Ed. Med. and Surg. Reporter, St. foseph. Mo. : 

Dear Doctor. — I know you and your numerous 
ers, scattered all over the country, are always anxious t 
reports of interesting cases, even though such reports 
out other valuable matter. Reports of cases are 1 
iresh and embody facts — pure, sifted, straight fo 
pointed, unselfish facts, — statements meekly made that 
not possibly have any influence on the narrator's profe 
standing. Usually they lurnish very important data 
pains-taking statistician; and the voluptious minutiae ( 
sex, complexion, temperament, build, height, breadth, inl 
tendencies, the social, moral, and intellectual standin 
habits— whether temperate or intemperate, aijd if a 
the number of children she has borne,- — their ages,— w 
living or dead, and what physician she had with her i: 
of her confinements; and how she got up, and whei 
then lived; the ages, health and. strength of their 
parents, the uncles, aunts and cousins,— are all given w 
unflagging precision that is refreshing to the readei 
during these severe, hot days of August, when the 
mometer stands at 103 in the shade. 
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e of this literature I will repi 
'e to the readers of your exo 
" the importance of the subjt 
the value of the facts fumishi 
, ^ thirty-seven years, four moi 
days, — of very wealthy and respectable connec 
of the Governor of a distant State, consulted re 
with Mrs. E,, a banker's wife of Bedford, a 
wealthy lady now of California, but who live' 
many years at Clifton, in a distant State also, 
been relieved of a severe aflection at my hands 
tured ladies advised Mrs. A., and so did her far 
a well posted and influential man, to consult me 
I learned from Mrs. A. the following fact! 
her case: She was married and had had twel 
full time, eight of whom were living and foui 
died of measels, complicated with bronchitis; on' 
ing cough. The others were healthy and spri 
of a nervo-bilious temperament, well nourishet 
a wealthy family,) weighs about 130 lbs., medii 
rather good looking. She has no predispositio 
inherited diseases. All of her relations lived t 
age. One of her aunts was injured by a fall 
never endrely recovered. Her monthlies hai 
regular as to time and quantity, and free fro 
appetite has been generally fair; on one or two 
suffered from eructations and sour stomach, 
headache or palpitation of the heart. Upon a 
ination I found a slight procidentia uteri, supp 
history to have existed for some time. I pit 
position recommended by S. Weir Michell for 
maladies, — in the recumbent posidon, that is, or 
three months she was sufficiently recovered tc 
home. I give a letter just received from her 
veying the gratifying intelligence that Mrs. A 
- recovered: 

Bedford, Auj 
Dbab Doctor: — My wife has entirely recovered h 
your judicious treatment and wise counsel. 

1 am gratefully, &c., NATHAl' 
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College City, Cai,., August 12, i£ 
Mr. Editor : — The following views of fever and i 
ment are respectfully submitted; however, they 1 
deemed as not in harmony with "Professional Aul 
In relation to the pathology and treatment of fever, : 
that authority — Dr. Austin Flint in particular — remint 
the to and fro pendulum movement, — or of Loreozt 
definition of Calvinism — "you can and you can't, y 
and you shan't, you will and you won't and you will 
if you don't." 

So much that seems inconclusive, if not bewild^ 
what is attempted as teaching, respecting symptom 
idiopathic fevers so called. On page 775 Practice 
ane, third edition, it is admitted that what has bee 
tained respecting one fever, is alike applicable to all 
yet on same page it is asserted that different fevers dii 
without the accompanying fact and whole truth t 
difference is in degree and not in kind; or as these 
similar excitements are modified by cause and cons 
The axiom — remove the cause, &c., does not obtain re 
fever, from the fact of practical value that fever d 
ceases to be merely an effect, but like our aggressive 
demagogues, assumes at once supreme authorit 
becomes the cause — negatively and positively — of a 
each case. This view admitted, the treatment in evi 
IS promptly to arrest this heat-engendering, secretion- 
capillary-congesting, organ-destroying, rapid circulat 
adequate sedation. This is most obviously and impe 
demanded of every physician. Calm the excitement 
by se(A7^(£)M just as you would arouse in depression b' 
lation. Fever has been erroneously called reaction, — v 
reaction is a most healthful provision, or effect of na 
the accomplishment of art, in counteracting depreesii 
whatever cause. The utilization of these views, (su| 
years ago, by a prescription of the great surgeon, E 
for surgical fever,) in a practice of some years has ui 
been gratifying, and with increasing gratification 
timidity has been chastened by enlarged experienc* 
arrest, by direct or equivalent sedation, of every de 
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febrile excitement. The remedies I use are sedative 
diaphoretics — ^nitre, spts. tnindererus, veratrum viride, &c., 
&c. And why hot? The continuance of fever or the excited 
heart's action not only hedges the return ol or progress to 
health, but is k continual menace of danger. Therefore the 
practicable subsidence of any and all febrile excitement is 
somewbat if not eminently analogous in importance to the 
brake for the car, the rein to the vicious team, or the effective 
police for the arrest of riot or crime. 

Respectfully, S. DAVIS, M. D. 



' 
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To one who has been for a quarter of a century deluged 
annually with Medical College announcements, it seems 
strange that there can be found inside of their covers one 
word that is either useful or instructive. However, as com- 
plete as this is, as a general proposition, yet like all other rules, 
it has its exceptions. We have before us the catalogue of 
the College of Physicians and Surgeons of Keokuk, for '8a- 
81, and on it we see an item which will no doubt elicit the 
observation of others besides us. We presume the author 
designed it to be seen and noticed and so we will gratify his 
desire by letting him know that we have "seen it." The 
portion of the contents of said catalogue referred to may be 
seen on the upper right hand corner of the large envelope in 
which the circular is mailed, and also on the same corner of 
the last page of the circular itself, — an advertisement of one 
of the leading Professors of the school — a fac simile in form, 
feature and phraseology of that of the most notorious mounte- 
banks of the day. 

When we see such terms as "Surgeon in Charge," "ten 
treatments," "Surgical Institute," &c., &c., we at once form 
an "opinion" of the person using them. 

In the Kansas Medical Index^ we find some paragraphs 



o an article of our own which appeared i 
if the Reporter under the heading— The 2 
article referred to the very gross injustice ■ 
; to to an eminent institution of learning i 
Qege of Physicians and Surgeons, — by thi 
itate Medical Society, at its May meeting j 

Index — the "organ" of the profession in 
to believe its own language, — in an article 
follows the same ambiguous course as thi 
ibtished proceedings of the society — deals 
lakes insinuation and innuendo serve th< 
ind specific charges — fails to give the nai 
■ any one of them who are accused of i 
cuts, — ^fails to give the name of the "geni 
n "who were present and who were conve 



1 we have had this skulking and t 
1^, We wish the editor of the Index, thi 
the Kansas State Medical Society and tl 
is man kind — if they teel interested — to sta 
e names ol the gentlemen who made a 
Taduates of the school named, and the na 
s themselves. Speak om/, gentlemen; do i 
ins, as you know Webster says of this tt 
'arded as one of the basest resorts of n 



NBR IN A Nut-Shell. — This fellow who 
d upside down in the last few weeks b 
to have been a total abstenance fi-om foo 
ms to belong to that class of monomaniac 
merica — the class of which Sam. Patch ai 
>e the best representatives. Anything for 
lotto, and the broad credulity which is suci 
racteristic of the American people, is th< 
ich such parasites feed. Nowhere else tl 
tates could such humbuggery exist and flo 
ems that to lend respectability and cred< 
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project, the fellow approached Dr. Wm. A. Hammond, of 
New York, formerly Surgeon-General of the United States 
army, and essayed to get him linked to his visionary scheme 
to "raise the wind;" but Dr. Hammond soon caught the drift 
of the fellow — pronounced him a "fraud and a humbug," and 
refused to have anything to do with him. 1 he published 
reports then go on to say that "he commenced his fast under 
the auspices of the United States Medical College — looked 
after by Drs. Gunn and Reiley and Prof. Wark!" 

This is all an intelligent physician need know to enable 
him to place a satisfactory estimate upon the "Doctor's" great 
feat. We regard it as a stupendous swindle from a to izzard; 
and only an acute piece of advertising for Tanner himself, 
the "United States Medical College," (a quack concern,) and 
the great Professors connected therewith. 
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In a recent work on Jurisprudence, called the Judge and 
yuryy written by Benj. V. Abbott and published by the 
Harpers, the following is interesting to the medical profession: 

Can a doctor collect his bill from the person calling him 
when the services are rendered to another? It is generally 
understood among physicians that the answer to this question 
is — yes. The courts, however, hold that the person who 
summonses the doctor as a messenger only cannot be charged 
with the value of the services. To make him pay, some 
other facts must be shown; such as that he promised, in so 
many words, that he would pay the bill. Of course such 
cases are decided differently where a husband, or the father 
of young children calls the doctor for his wife, son or daugh- 
ter. Here the claim is valid against him, not because he is 
the messenger, but because he is responsible for the patient's 
support and expense. A wife, however, who deserts her 
husband, cannot, if she becomes sick away from home, run 
up a doctor's or druggist's bill against him; the charge then 
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ist the lady. A druggist who sells into 
iparattons of opium to a married worn 
ly from the husband. The husband i 
f such articles for any damage done h: 
the rights of different schools of medic 
out that up to 1844, there were laws i 
udies, and hmiting the right to collect j 
tients to persons regularly educated and I 
e mentioned, however, not only homo 
)ols of medicine accounted unorthodox ^ 

2 been formally recognized before the '"— 
irs ago there was some litigation relating 
arse of which, a witness being asked whe 
'sician than himself attended the testator, 

other physician; I understood he had a qu 
would not call him a physician." Herei 
ho was a homoeopathist, being much incer 
T suit, and the court declared that since 18. 
New York to call a practitioner a quack to 
han that he follows the homoeopathic sys 
e legal doctrine now seems to be that the pa 

3 are understood to employ a physician with 
ledge of and preference for the system 
strong case to this effect is cited from I( 

called a "botanic" doctor to attend his wife, 
d him for malpractice. There were allop^ 
y of them, to testify that the Thomsonian 
per and necessary precautions in the case; 
at he had faithfully pursued the rules of 
:em, such as they are. The court said th 
;his he could not be sued. In a word, a doc 
;d by law, is to use ordinary skill and knowle 
possessed by average practitioners of his 
he does this the patient cannot afterward 
some other system would have suited the ■ 
reader will draw the inference that it behoi 
something about the system which a g 
ocates and applies. 
lAL Insanity.^A man went into a Galve 
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Dentist's office to have some teeth extracted. He 1 
a large drink of brandy, as an anfesthetic, before 
The dentist retired to another room and came bat 
revolver and bowie knife strapped on his person, 
man's breath smeUs of emotional insanity as yours 
said, "I am not going to exasperate him unpre 
JVewsfaper. 

We have sent the two preceding numbei 
Reporter to a great many physicians whose nami 
upon our subscription list. We send to their adt 
the present number, — with the request that each j 
receiving the same will read and remail the same tc 
— ^ he does not wish to receive it regularly. Those 
return it will be considered as wishing it forwarded 
and bills will be sent them in due time. Physicians 
a nuhiber will also please mail a postal card at the s 
with their name and address upon it, calling attentif 
fact. We hope our friends will do us this favor 
as it is a small thing to them individually — a matte 
magnitude, however, to us. 

In looking over the literature of the medical ] 
of our sister State of Kansas, one cannot but be su 
the wonderful growth oi "Medical Censors." Th€ 
every village and hamlet in the land; they fill the i 
ners and lounge under the hedges ;^ — in fact are like '■ 
indigenous drouths and grasshoppers— they prev 
where ! So fer aa we are able to discover, there i 
simple, plain Doctor in all that broad State — our fiii 
merman of Troy. 

We wish our medical brethren west of the 
river to remember that when we speak of the mec 
fession in Kansas, we refer, always, to the Kansas S 
teal Sociely—the institution by whose authority do 
legalized in that State at the rate of $5 a head! 

The article in our first issue upon Western 
education, by a correspondent at Union, Cass cour 
seema to have awakened a general interest in the t 
the article has elicited notices trom most of our 
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exchanges. Even so far, west as the shores of tht 
they are beginning to inquire^ — why send our sons E: 
Europe to make Western physicians of them? Biiit( 
own institutions of learning is the sentiment — we hi 
tribute to the East and to Europe long enough. V 
fawned upon mere name long — and sadly to our cost. 

Original articles intended for publication in the 
number must reach us by the 15th of the month, 
accepted will not be returned except return po! 
hirnished by the writer, 

What means all this cry of "American Medical 
Assoaation,"— "Three Terms" made obligatory befo 
uating &C., &c.f Does it really mean more acqu 
and more learning to the students, or more money to 
fessaks^ Can students see it? 

The postage on the Reportbr is prepaid at tl 
of mailing, by the publisher — quite an item of expens 
tlemen will therefore see the necessity of sending t 
subscription price if they wish the Journal sentlongei 
address 

The foUowing journals have been received in e 
since our August number was issued: 

The Arkansas Medical Monthly — a neat 48-page 
edited by Dr. Johathan J. Jones, Little Rock. Subs 
$2 a year. We like Dr. Jones' monthly, but think its 
ance is marred by the advertising matter contained 
title page of its cover. 

The Kansas Medical Index, Fort Scott, Kansas 
monthly of 32 pages, and edited by Dr. Dickman, i 
Oior table Price per year, $1.50. Each of the above 
noticed is in the middle of its first year. We welco 
ot them to our sanctum, and hope they may each pr 
pleasant and profitable to their worthy editors- T 
also has given a little too much prominence to ad 
matter for the beauty of his Index. 

The Chicago Medical Reviewy published on the 
20th of each month by Chandler & Engelhard, 60 
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avenue, Chicago, is also received. This is a large paged, 
double columned publication — 26 pages to the number, and 
filled up by excellent matter. Price, $2 per year. It is 
edited by Dr. E. C. Dudley, assisted by a corps of eight 
colaboers. This journal was, until recently, published 
under the name of the ^^ Chicago Medical Gazette.^^ Any 01 
our readers who may desire fresh and entertaining professional 
reading at a very low rate, can obtain it by subscribing for 
this excellent Review. 

The Obstetric Gazette — one of the favorites of the writer, 
comes to us regularly — has never missed a number since its 
issue, — and we welcome it as an old and respected friend. 
Dr. Stevens has indeed supplied a "long felt want" in giving 
Western physicians this excellent journal. We see that it is 
enlarged — a sufficient evidence of prosperity. 

Intro-Ovarian Pregnancy^ a naonograph, by Dr. Talbot 
Jones, of St. Paul, is also received. This is an interesting 
reprint from the American yournal of Medical Science^ — a 
copy of which will, no doubt, be supplied to any one desiring 
to see it, upon application to the author. 

The Medico-Literary yournal^ a sanitary magazine, 
edited and published at 2027 Mission street, San Francisco, 
by Mrs. M. P. Sawterlle, M. D., is on our table. This is a 
neat monthly, evincing marked ability in its make-up, — show- 
ing its editor to be as well versed in professional matters as 
most of her male compeers. The Journal is the size of the 
Reporter, and is given to its readers at the California price 
— $3 per year. 

Vol. I, No. 3 of Dr. Ralph Walsh's Retrosfect is at 
hand. This is a quarterly compendium of American Medi- 
cine and Surgery, published at Washington City, at $2 per 
year, and is really the most valtuible periodical yet received 
in exchange. The Retrosfect is to this country what Braith- 
wait has always been to our English cousins — the cream of 
the current literature of the profession. It is Jull of choice 
matter. 

The St. Louis Courier of Medicine — Vol. 4, No. 2 — is 
received. This excellent monthly is, like its two large imme- 
diate neighbors, the Neurologist and the Medical and Surgical 
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Journal, published in the sajne dty, the reflex of nob 
prise and exalted purpose. It is published under the 
of a number of eminent medical gentlemen in tht 
Mississippi valley, who, with their money and thi 
have determined to give to the profession a journal w 
patronage, and right .WeU they are succeeding. Dr 
is the present managing editor, and we think the " 
tion " would do a wise thing to make arrangements 
him permanently in the place. 

The fifth annual volume of the transactions of t 
ical Society of the State of Arkansas is also recei 
presents a neat and attractive appearance, and is fil 
matter interesting to the profession — particularly 
the whole State from which it comes. 

We have received, in addition to the foregoin 
exchanges, a copy of the JVorth Carolina Medical 
published at Wilmington,^ — Drs. DeRosset and Wood 
It is a neat monthly of 64 pages, and is well filled wit 
matter, original and selected ; $3 a year. We wela 
our table. 

The College of Physicians and Surgeons of St 
is, we are informed from good authority, in the midst 
prosperity for so young a school. Indications point t 
of at least 100 for the ensuing winter. Young men o 
means, and whose time is also money, will do well to 
her that this school adheres to the time-honored ci 
two courses only, as necessary to graduation; — quite 
of interest to many worthy young men. 

Wk call the attention of our readers to our a< 
roents. Our advertisers, as yet, are not many, but 1 
have are^od. 

The old and well known drug houses of Messrs. 1 
and Samuel I. Smith, of this city, the advertisen 
which are to be found on the second page of cover, 
well acquainted with the drug trade of the Northwes: 
an introduction at bur hands. It is enough to say 
who are not already acquainted with them through 
relations, that they are reliable gentlemen, carry heav; 
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iing wholesale firms in the drug tr; 
hey caa du[^icate St. Louis and 

oving, E, Davis &.Co., of this city, i 
iavannah, are engaged in an active r 
IT physicians and the citizens of the 
W do well to see their prices and i 
I manner of dealing, 
rill are the leading booksellers and 
ing sold $1,500 worth of medical bo 
lents who attended lectures in the 1 

Surgeons oi this city, last cours 
isfaction " is their motto, 
iliable manufacturing firm of Detri 
; Co., whose advertisement occupies 
has a world-wide renown for the pi 
ds of any house in America. Their 
ig the medicines of the age. Physici? 

these elegant preparations with i 

may be said of the elegant mam 
& Dohme, manufacturing chemists 
Itimore. They possess a confidenc 
le West surpassed by no firm who 
goods, in this country or in Europ 
vill be seen on the third page of cov 
Ns assure us that the two elements 
lecorae the avenues through which tl 
infectious materials, are the air v 
ve drink, absorb and use in a culin 
■ces of contamination bad water is I 
irce of disease; — water not deleterious 
bstances, organic and inorganic, CO 
) varieties of morbid products contJ 
y of mankind, organic materials eithe 
■se supply by far the larger porti< 
;iy crowded communities this is th 
jvhich go to swell the death rate to s 
Cholera, yellow fever, diphtheria, tyf 
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typhus fevers, and in fact all the more deadly 
diseases invade the human system through its wati 
Foul -wells are the deatk holes from which the mortui 
tidan receives his longest line of figures. Wells ought 
hibited by law in all considerable cities where there is 
possible source of supply ; and as to cisterns, in localit 
the rainfall is sufBcient to supply them, they ought 1 
jected to the rigid scrutiny of the sanitary inspect 
ought to be inforced by la-ur. Good health of the \ 
part of a nation's or community's ■wealth, and from 
sideration, if from no other, the laws should be mat 
cognizance of the matter. Cities supplied by wat 
are in a great measure free irom the above daogei 
this regard we have to congratulate our own bes 
Joseph upon the early completion of her own. For 
the writer has eschewed down-town drinking — -p 
even in the sultry August days of these long years, 
drinking "morning, noon and night" from his cistei 
hill. 

As A FITTING termination to "Three Termism" 
just at the eleventh hour that "Bellevue," the College 
cians and Surgeons of New York, and the Medica 
ment of the University of Vermont, and perhaps oth 
leading Medical Colleges East, have withdrawn 
"American Medical College Association," of whici 
lately been hearing so much. How about the "small 
tail to the great "Three Term" kite? They will, < 
adhere always to the "three term" system, because 
they went into the matter from the hotKst convu 
otherwise they were not doing their students 
Ah! Yes!! 

Wh learn, incidently, that Dr. Geiger, of 1 
removed an ovarian tumor weighing eighty pounc 
patient at Maysville, on Tuesday last. We have 
iculars. 



€, Fo KIUGSBURY 



STS..^:^/£ 










^tnkr ani |^M ^^00k Piamrfadtirer, 



•» ^^ 



All work guaranteed to be first-class at flair prices. I do 
not agree to do work for nothing, and do not advertise to do 
work that I cannot do in my own office. 



WILLIAM LOVING, 

SRU6I11ST m mmm, 
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Is a Prbe Dispbhsaky connected with the College, which is 
tronized. The City Hospital is under the control of this 
1 Clinics are held twice a week at the College and daily at the 
There is ample provision for Diasecting on fresh material 
Drection of a Competent Demonstrator. 
lUeee ia owned and controlled by the Faculty, all of whom 
lablished and successful Practitioners in active practice, who 
Ined to spare no pains to make the 

ge of Physicians and Surgeons 

School of High Character and Practical Uuaefulnesa to its 
There will be from five to six Lecturea every day. Physi- 
liave been three years in reputable practice can Graduate by 
full Course of Lecturea, oOpaasingaaatiBfactory esaminatioa. 
or the entire Course'are THmTY-BrvB Dollass (|35). Full 

sent on application. 
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d practice. 

acuity all being Weetern men, are well acquainted with the 
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Sanguis Bovinus Exsiccatus. blooTTdesiccatbd: 



BULLOCKS' 

K) This 

articlc'w'as first introduced by Dr. A. H. Smith, physician to St. Luke's Hospital, New 
York, a'ld subsequently investigated by P. E. Stewart, Ph. G., M. D„ of the same city, 
who utilized the product by desiccation. Popularly employed as a remedy for con- 
sumption, etc., by invalids who drink it at the abattoirs, as it flows from the freshly 
slaughtered animals. 

As a sustaining and supporting measure it supplies nitrogenous tissue waste, obvi- 
ates the tendency to death by asthenia, and forestalls a degree of prostration dangerous 
to life. 

A» A restorative agent, it is indicated in the slow convalescence from fever, in wast- 
ing diseases of various forms, consumption and the like, in cachectic states from various 
constitutional poisons, as syphilis, scrofula, etc., and in all cases where impaired blood, 
nerves or digestion give rise to the anaemic condition, with its resulting general debil- 
ity, hypochondriasis, or oiher functional disorder. 

As a curative a^ent, in atonic dyspepsia, aneemia, and various derangements of 
nutrition and secretion. For a description of the process of manufacture, etc., in 
detail, pjease send for circulars. 

Pa^*! (ERYTHROXYLON coca.) This is a native of the eastern slope of the 
WUCSl* Andes and is cultivated in the tiopical valleys of Bolivia and Peru. It is a 
nervous stimulant of very decided activity, imparting also increased vigor and power 
of endurance to the muscular system. It is largely employed to this end by the natives 
of the countries in which it grows. 

Increased interest has lately been aroused in this drug by a recent article by Prof. E. 
R. Palmer, of the University of Louisville, in the Louisville Medical News, in which 
strong claims are made for it as a possible antidote for the opium habit. The report of 
the cases treated by Prof. Palmer is such as will lead to a verv general trial of this agent 
in the treatment of this pernicious habit. The large demand may lead to the disposal 
of samples of the drug which have deteriorated from long keeping. Our preparations 
of ir.are wftrrantedgenuin** and fresh. It was with our fluid extract that Prof. Palmer 
conducted the experiments which have led him to regard the drug as a possible anti- 
dote to the opium habit. 

TAvma^^a T\nrr'fTrr\nf\ (PISCIDIA ERYTHRINA.) The reports which 
W SLIUSllCSl iUUK W UUU. have already been received of the effects of this 
drug more than justify our action in placing it before the profession of this country. 
Makii g due allowance for the enthusiasm which its action has aroused, we would only 
Soy, that whereas, we a short time since merely asked the profession to submit it to a 
trial, we arc now justified in recommending it as a substitute for opium in many pain- 
ful affections. Its advantages over opium lie in its not constipating or locking up the 
secretions, and in its leaving none of the unpleasant constitutional effects associated 
with the administration of opium. 



■R/Ta r\0%f^0^ ( PRANCISCEA UNIFLORA.) This drug is officinal in both Brazilian 
JLYlSlUclwSl- Dispensatories in which it is classed among alteratives of the more 
active and positive kind. So marked is its effects in the syphilitic cachexia, that it has 
been caMca 7nercurio vegetal hy the Brazilians. It is recommended also as an anti- 
rheumatic, relieving the pain and materially shortening the natural course of the disease. 
We ask for it a thorough trial, under the belief that it will prove a valuable addition 
to the list of remedies commonly employed in rheumatism. It is regarded by the 
Brazilians as almost a specific in the chronic form of the disease. 



Extract Duboisia. 



We are jnst in receipt of a direct importation of this 
rare and expenisvc drug. Duboisia, although 
scarcely two years before the profession of this country, has already largely supplanted 
atropia, formerly regarded as indisj)ensal)le as a mydrittic, in the practice or opthal- 
mology. Its action on the eye is similar to that of atropia, dilating the pupil and para- 
lyzing the muscles of accommodation, but is much more prompt and is attended by 
none of the disagreeable effects of that salt, irritation of the conjunctiva, dryness of 
the throat, and, in children, hallucinations, delirium, etc. 
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MILK SICKNESS." 

Jy J. P. CHEBHEY, M. D., &r. Joseph, Mo. 



The Indiana Medical Reporter^ for April of the present 
year, contains an artide from the pen of Dr. Gardner upon 
the subject oi " MUk Sickness." That the article is one of 
more than ordinary interest to the profession generally, is 
evinced by the liberal copying which it has received — 
Walshes Retrospect, the Quarterly Compendium of Brath- 
wait, and numerous other journals, having given the article a 
prominent place in their pages. Aside from its attractions as 
a scholarly and spicy paper, which might well elicit the inter- 
est of the casual reader, it has peculiar attractions to myself 
— being based upon a theme which long ago deeply interested 
me, and upon which the literature is meagre and uninter- 
esting. 

The " Milk Sickness " is an obscure malady, indigenous 
to Tennessee, Kentucky, Indiana and Illinois, — to portions of 
all of these States, for it is found in only limited and widely 
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separated localities in each of them, and occuring onl; 
haps in a very small neighborhood, when lound to exist 

The malady is peculiar in this, that it only a 
domestic animals — notably the horse and cow — wild at 
as the deer, — and the sheep, goat, hog, &c., among do 
animals never having been, so far as I am aware, ati 
with it. As I said above. Dr. Gardner's article exci 
my mind a deep interest, as this milk sickness had imp 
my boyhood's mind with a longing to know something 
causation, and a dread and shudder at its mention. 

It was this way : The malady was not known ir 
tucky,save in the immediate vicinity of my father's 
Indeed this farm, which consisted of some hundreds ol 
of rich upland, was considered by the people of the \ 
to be the headquarters of the pestilence, and in thi 
ptossessed quite an unenviable notoriety. 

Horses and homed cattle, if allowed to range upor 
rich uplands during the autumn, were sure to get "pois 
to use the term generally — I may say always — applied 
afiection by the populace. The animals were common 
pot always, "poisoned" during the dry warm weathe 
' dent to the "Indian summer" of that lovely climate, — alt 
I have known it to occur in mid-winter during ver 
weather when the branches and springs were flush. It v 
prevalent notion among the denizens of the neighborhoo 
the causative agent was vegetable in its origin — ^the p 
oi the deep, dark soil of which I have spoken ; and, 
years ago, the date of which I write, the people s 
vaguely suspicioned as having something to do with tl 
chief^ the abundant growth of tall "white lop" (eupa 
agertoides,) which overspread the lands and was 
flower at the season oi greatest danger. Dr. Gardner 
mention of this notion also as being prevalent among ti 
zens in the poison districts of Indiana. Wherever thii 
was found, the milk sickness prevailed, but whether as . 
coincidence or as having a relation as cause and eflect 
no means of knowing. Later, people began to thii 
water the source of danger. TTie noxious agent w 
known to ailect man, save through the milk and bu 
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COWS uck or contaminated with it — though the 
mals dead of the malady caused ^>eedy death i 
preyed upon it. Beef being a commodity not in i 
among our neighbors, I never knew oi the trai 
the malady to man by that means, though doubtlt 
would have been in man analogous to those obs 
canine cousin — death ; or if recovery should hav 
then a stiffness and decrepitude similar to that obs 
present day in those in whose muscles the trichinae i 
encysted. I well remember that dogs that 
"poisoned" when they recovered were never the *' 
again — always stiff and worthless — essaying to rui 
to do so, and even unable to climb an ordinary fe 
cows that conveyed the malady to persons were 
trary kind that would "lay out" a day or two, and 
driven home apparently well, may be milked, the 
by the family and then the symptoms of poisoni 
would happen simultaneously in both cow and 
was too young to remember the symptomatol 
malady as it appeared in persons, but I rememb 
tremulous, thirsty, apathetic, stiffened condition 
mals, and their total loss of all desire for food, si 
all action in the kidneys and bowels and speedy 
living longer than iorty-eight hours from the time 
People had become so watchful that it was not at 
for persons to become victims to the malady ; 
sometimes caught them off" their guard, as happ 
Thomas family, our near neighbors, who lost thei 
little children one September — victims to that 
most welcome of all childhood's nourishment— a 
sweet milk. In the Thomas family, and among 
used the noxious milk, was a young school teacher ,- 
and he too was prostrated but recovered. This 
"^ ter of a hundred years ago. I had thought no 
case until within a week before reading Dr. GarcJ 
I received a letter from the old teacher saying "I 
been myself since I was poisoned," 

Now Doctor Gardner's investigations satisf 
the malady is not a -poison at all, but depends up 
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ence in the blood (and m the other structures also?) of cou 
less ooillions at bacteria — living organisms — vegetable in tb 
nature. Dr. G. evinces a thorough acquaintance ^yith ' 
scientific aspect of his subject, and leaves no place for nn 
speculators to offer a suggestion ; but it woiUd certainly hi 
struck me more forcible if he could have given his bactei 
host an animal rather than a vegetable organization. 1 
truth, however, is what is desired, and not mere compliai 
with a handy theory. 

I said that Aags didn't become afl^cted with the malati 
but a year or two previous to quitting the old Kentuc 
farm, now twenty-eight years ago, my father had on a clo' 
field adjacent to and connected with woodland pasture wh 
the "white top" grew abundant, a large lot of fat hogs. Tl 
nearly all died with a malady we supfKised to be the "poiso 
because it was in a very dry, hot time toward the end of sv 
mer or in the early fall, when the springs were very low i 
water very scarce. I had since thought this to have bi 
hog cholera, but as there had at that date none of that n 
ady appeared among the hogs in that country, and the loca 
where the clover field was situated was remote from i 
highway and wholly secluded fh>m all chances of cas 
infection with cholera poison, I am now of the opinion t 
their fatality was caused by the bacterial life which s 
destroyed the cattle and horses when ranging upon the sa 
grounds. 

In carefully reading the above article, it will be obser 
that there are more than one circumstance which mthts 
against the bacterial theory for the origin of the milk si 
ness, but it must be remembered that the observations 
those of my boyhood, and I do not place the same relia 
upon their accuracy as upon the sdentitic deductions of 
Gardner. Some incidents connected with these "poisonir 
days come back to my mind with great vividness. Upon i 
of these occasions, when my mother was lying low with 
/ autumnal fever, and good old Dr. Taylor was attending 1 
— stimulated by that visionary " government reward," 
empounded a bullock belonging to our tarm and administe 
to him various weeds and plants, hoping thereby to disco 
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among them the hidden and mysterious agency of the " milk 
sickness." He fully expected to find it in the lobelia inflata 
— 2l plant which. grew in plenty in our cornfields. The good 
old Doctor's laudable desire to handle some of the "govern- 
ment's " ducats as a reward for an important discovery proved 
illusory — ^the light of the microscope and ftiicrozomes never 
having bothered his brain. -'-'M 

Another thing which impressed my youthful mind — -^ 

although not strictly relevant to a medical article — was the • ^^^ 
hideousness of the nightly glare caused by the great fires ;:gi 

built by the farmers to consume the bodies of their horses and 
cattle dead of the poison. I can never forget it. 
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This disagreeable and common affection is associated 
with so many dissimilar conditions and originates from such a 
variety of causes — immediate and remote — ^that its pathology 
and treatment are more unsatisfactory, perhaps, than any 
subject in the whole range of medical practice. In England, 
when all other causes fail to account for an attack, it is called 
gotUy* In America, it is sick and bilious^ — occasionally rhevr- ^ 

matic^ — but never gouty. These terms greatly influence the 
ideas the profession have of the pathology of the disease and 
their plans of its treatment. It should not be considered as a 
disease of itself, but should be regarded as a painful expres- 
sion of encephalic change, a symptom — associated it may be, 
with various organic lesions — with hyperaemia, anaemia, 
hyperaesthenia, or with hyperacute sensibility to all impres- 
sions, especially those of a reflex nature, originating in causes 
connected with the bladder, uterus, disorders of the stomach 
or other organs, or those reflected from other distant parts. 
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A knowledge of these conditions has a great practici 
ing in the treatment of headache. The remedies, suit 
one form may aggravate that of another variety. 1 
no safe, reliable, universal, panacea ; no one drug tl 
cure all these conditions. The search should not 
specifics unless in pathological culture and physi 
research. The specific condition should be ascertait 
then the specific drug selected to alleviate the pain 
condition. 

The headache of hyperasmia is associated 
determination of blood to the brain and a flillnesi 
vessels. There is pressure exerted by it upon the du 
and piamater ; and these membranes being acutely 3< 
pain is produced with a feeling of constriction. Then 
oi the head, redness ot the face, throbbing of the ( 
fullness and force of the pulse, ringing in the ears, 
congestion of the conjunctiva, contracted pupil, and ir 
cases nausea and vomiting. As recumbency faciliti 
afHux of blood to the brain, it generally increases the 

Relief may be sought, by depletion, purgativ 
applications to the head, ice water, ice bags, chloral 
in XX grain doses, bromide of potassium in xx to x 
doses, and by ergota in teaspoonful doses of the fluid 

Those reduced by acute disease, by hemorrhages 
rhoea, prolonged lactation, malaria, and those aflect 
leukaemia, tuberculosis and chlorosis have atuemtcAea 

It is recognized by the history above given, by 
languid pulse, dOated pupils, cool surface, pale face, a 
look of weariness and depression. 

The treatment requires quietude of body and mil 
ulating and anodyne remedies, ammonia, camphor, 
ext.guarana — 3ss to 3i ; spirits,— brandy, whisky, &c, 
the attack, and iron, strychnia, quinia, arsenic, bathii 
tricity, and nourishing diet to tone up the system dui 
interval. 

In the hyperaesthetic headache we have excitem 
a peculiar sensitiveness of the brain that render it i 
cognizant of impressions that ordinarily would not 
at all, as we have spasms and convulsions from shgh 
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— as the rattling of water — in similar conditions of motorial 
irritation caused by brain poisoning from strychnia, hydro- 
phobia and other poisonous agents. The accumulation ot 
urea in the system produces this irritable, painful, neurotic 
condition of the brain so favorable to headache. Some of the 
most severe and persistent headaches I ever saw were associ- 
ated with Bright's Disease of the kidneys. Other poisonous 
agents also affects it thus. This painful predisposition and 
impressibility is, sometimes, left by sun stroke. Sometimes it 
is the legacy of inheritance. Come as it may, or however 
produced, when this painful presdisposition exists, slight excif- 
ing causes from without or from within are sufficient to 
develop an attack. 

Mental and bodily fatigue, exposure to the sun's rays, 
loss of sleep, imprudence in diet, the excessive use of tea, 
coilee, tobacco, and spirits, may be mentioned as familiar 
examples. The irritations reflected from distant parts and 
organs, as those ot the uterus, bladder and stomach, have 
been mentioned. This neurotic condition of the brain may 
be more or less present in all the varieties of headache. It 
may be associated with anaemia or with hypersemia. 

In the treatment, opium or its alkaloids, — morphia, or 
codea, — when not contra indicated by some individual idiosyn- 
crasy is the surest and speediest remedy we possess to allevi- 
' ate the attack. Hydrate of chloral in xv grain doses, repeated 
every hour or two till relief is obtained, is a valuable remedy, 
especially where there is some hyperiemia. So, in the same 
condition, are the Bromides, in full doses. Cafieine in ii to v 
grain doses, in tea or coffee, fluid extract of guarana (Paul- 
linia Sorbillis) in Sss to 3i doses, are pleasant and good 
remedies. 

To prevent a return of an attack the system should be 
toned up during the interval and put in as perfect a state of 
health as is possible. In most cases tonics are indicated. 
Other organs should be carefiJIy interrogated for sources of 
reflex excitability. 
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lUBSTTTUTION OF A LeAD PlATE FOB 

IB Frontal Bons — By M. H. Post, 
is Courier t^ Medicine: 
:wo years ago, while assistant physician 
Ue Hospital, a patient came under my 
Bering with tertiary syphilis. She h 
; preceding stages, and during part of th 
eat pain, and had acquired the opiur 
g as much as a drachm of morphine a c 
; under the influence of morphine, she : 
St a nail (this is the account given to 
ibtful, as there are a number of scars oi 
h resulted in necrosis of the bone, 
she came under my treatment, she h; 
ind an ulcer upon her forehead, exposio; 
It on as large doses of potassium iodi 
She was cured of the morphine habil 
>ne, separating from the living bone, wa 
f in the hospital for a number of m 
and was dbcharged. 
[ the month of April, 1879, ^^^ womai 
> know it I would not do something t 
il appearance. At that time her health 
■as a deep depression near the center ol 
E the loss of bone had occurred. The 
\ inch deep, f inch in its transverse axi; 
axis ; approximately rectangular. It v 
e distance, and was too low down to t 
lir. She wished me to All it up in som 
luade her, telling her that any thing 
: skin would irritate, and ultimately ul( 
irger scar than the original one. I con: 
lical gentlemen about the case, and they 
; it alone ; and I was very sorry when 1 



•eared. I told her the chances were nine 

St success ; but she insisted, and agreed to ti 

rdingly, June 24th, 1879, with the assists 

andless and Dr. F. Glasgow, I performed th 

lay previous I took a cast of the depression 

, from which I made a lead plate. My rea8< 

.^.u were that the tolerance of bullets in the bod 

teach that lead is innocuous ; lead was much c 

silver, and at the last moment could be cut into a n 

necessary. The patient had been taking potassiu 

some days. 

As soon as the patient was anesthetized, I ti 
.zontal indsion about half an inch above the uppt 
the depression ; through this cut I dissected up tl 
scar tissue, keeping close to the bone. When thi 
was reached, there was considerable difficulty, , 
tissue was extremely thin, and firmly adherent t 
The dissection having been accomplished, the lea 
slipped in, and the horizontal incision sewed up. 
used and the plate were immersed in 3 weak soli 
bolic acid in water. The plate weighed a drachn 
The wound was dressed with cold water dressir 
was considerable redness and heat following thi 
. and considerable serum was effused about the pla 
that twice I drew it off with a hypodermic syi 
case progressed favorably, and I find in my note 
28th, the forehead is smooth, and there are i 
inflammation." 

A bandage was worn about the forehead for 
to keep the plate from moving about, and it also v 
to the patient, as it seemed to relieve a sense of w 
the plate produced. This has been given up, am 
no signs of the foreign body doing any harm, it h 
tolerated over a year. 

There are three points particularly to be born 

lat, the plate lies on bone ; 2d, it is covered by t 

and, 3d, the scar tissue is not more than ^ inch th 

I saw the patient to-day (June 30th, 1880); th 

in place, giving no trouble, and was filling its purp 



self examining the wrong portion 



rS OF CONTINBNCB ON HEALTH — B 

—Dr. Beard, in an article in the 1 
1 inst., discusses in a free manner. thi 
As the result of his studies, which 
:ated inquiry into the habits of patien 
1 very many physicians in regard 
,nd inquiry into the habits of savag 
civilized races, so far as practicable, tl 
sociology, Dr. Beard comes to these j 

Absolute continence is possible for a 
Qt with health and longevity, with th 

occasional involuntary emissions, pi 
f originally strong in his nervous i 

nervous and sensitive organization! 

often times impossible, to lead an abf 
lOut sufiering from nervous symptoms 

of a serious and crippling character 
le stage of evolution, the easier it is 
gher one is in the stage of evoluti 
, other things being equal, to be alx 
; being thereby perceptibly affectef 
y between the other functions of th 

reproductive system. Among the 
lervous people, there are those who, 
igle meal, or even delay a meal beyo 
able to be attacked with headache, 1 
le, and manifest other symptoms of r 
'he savage, however, can go for dayi 
vhen he does, can gorge himself w 
■ary harm. In this feature the repro 
le same law as the digestive system 
nsitive and impressive the organizat 
ire to suffer from unnatural and pn 
;re can be no general, sweeping, ui 

upon this subject, fitting to all natio 
temperaments and idiosyncrasies. 
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as in everything connected with the nervous system, each 
case is its own special study. (3) Absolute and prolonged 
permanent continence apparently reacts unfavorably on the 
mind, depriving it of its highest possibilities. The nervous 
system may be sound and free from perturbation, and at the 
same time be far below its possibilities of activity and fruit- 
■ fulness. A person may be well and remain well all his life 
without ever reaching a condition where the mind is at its 
highest stage of activity and productiveness. It is a part oi 
the actions and inter-actions of the difierent organs on each 
other that the exercise of the sexual functions, like the exer- 
dse of the digestive functions, stimulates and sustains the 
exercise of the intellectual — the higher nature is reinforced by 
the lower. The distinctive mental characteristics of persistent 
old maids and bachelors — qualities which they would not have 
had if married — represent, when properly analysed, not gain, 
but sacrifice. Biography shows that the genius of the world 
have been prone rather to over-indulgence, both of the repro- 
ductive and digestive systems, and there is yet no evidence 
that any of the best intellectual work of the world, in ai^ 
department, has been done by persons of the continent class. 
Out of the vast amount of valuable work which has been 
done and is being done by those whom we have reason to 
believe are continent, there is little record of any considerable 
creative work which has direcUy changed or is likely to 
change the destinies of mankind. (4) Sudden and violent 
change in sexual habits, especially in matured years, reacts 
very injuriously, and sometimes very seriously on the nervous 
system. Changes of this nature, in a nervous constitution, 
have produced important and complex and distressing symp- 
tonis of the nervous system. Those who have followed the 
cases of nervous derangement in young men, with sexual 
neurasthenia, have found that they have always been preceded 
by a sudden stoppage of sexual excesses, followed by rigid con- 
tinence. Young men are very rarely affected by any of those 
symptoms while they keep up the habit, unless the habit has 
been carried to very great excess ; indeed, it is the sudden 
leaving ofi^ caused usually by reading the books of some 
charlatan, which bring all the unpleasant symptoms which 
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drive them in despair to the doctor. There are those 
the German writers, and others also, who hold thai 
young men always lie, that they are still keeping up th 
when they consult ua. This is an inference which 
justified by the facts, and is certainly not correct in n 
the cases. After closely studying the histories of these 
men, Dr. Beard has found almost always, that whi 
maintain the habit even for many years they are not dist 
but whithin a few months or years atler stopping th 
afflicted with morbid fears, hypochondria, headache, in: 
fear of society, profound exhaustion, with some other 
toms of nervous derangement. In discussing the re 
for the cfHiditions ensuing on contioency. Dr. Beard der 
the indiscriminate and off-hand recommendation of mj 
as uncientiBc as is the indiscriminate recommendation t 
hygienic and theraputic measures. Marriage may j 
relieve the condition referred to, but some of the best n 
treatment occur in those who do not get married but v 
continent lives. — Abstraci/rom Michigan Medical Nett 
1880,^157- 

Thbrapbutic and Hygibnic Managbmbnt oi 
suMPTivBS. — James T. Hibberd, M. D., of Richmoni 
in a paper on the above subject, which appeared in 
Louis Medical a7id Surgical "Journal, smtob up his com 
as follows : ist. Consumption is a self-limited diieas 
zd. It should, therefore, be managed through its stag 
done with other disorders of its class. 3d. Statistics ] 
the conclusion that rather more than 11 per cent, of co 
tives will recover if left to nature entirely. 4th. ChncE 
leads to the inference that judicious treatment may i 
this percentage of recovery. 5th. A survey of the ] 
professional methods of management raises the pres-.: 
that they are tar from the best. 6th. Consumption 
specifics and demands but tittle medicine, the only 
required for their essential and direct action being th' 
loids of cinchona and opium, and perhaps iron. 7th. 
nizing the real nature of consumpdun, the profession 
set their faces firmly against the multitudinous remed 



text-books, and positively repudi: 
now 30 industriously forced on t 

by manufacturing chemists and 

8th. Rational simplicity in th« 

liseases ; it is a scientific and a hu 

tion. — Med. and Surg. Jiep., Apr 

' Method op Arresting Gonoi 
eyne, M. D., F. R. C. S., Assist: 
je Hospital: — Having been lor soi 
!ie problem of the infective disease 
onorrhosa, as an infection probabi 
s of diseases, has occupied my att 
iousness of this disease, the ex 
[Jf incubation, and the steady sp 
3m a given spot, all strongly poit 
cting on this idea, I made, in tl 

of inoculations of gonorrhoeal pu 
S into flasks containing infusion 
imber. In these flasks microco 

and also sometimes bacteria, si 
% were present in the gonorrhtfia 
vented me from pursuing this su 

the meantime Dr. Neisser publis 
)n this subject, in which he show 
us numbers of micrococci in gont 
i from contagious ophthalmia, 
lese organisms were always of a 
ifFered in respect of size from tht 
s. The presence of large numbe 
losal-pus has since been coniirme 
lether these micrococci are the i 
ammation or not, I do not attemp 
ory of the disease, taken togethe 
mgly to the idea that its esseno 
ihese or allied organisms. If thi 
ead of organisms, where are thi 
d to the supposition that they are 
anal, but that they are also preser 



[le inflamed mucous membrane. Thus, in i 
as, it has been demonstrated that the skii 

the inflammatory redness is full of micrococd. 
d, in his case of eiysipelas in rabbits, that bacilU 
nt throughout the inflamed part, and co-extensive 
flammation. The same writer obtained progres- 
;ne of the tisues in mice by the injection ot putrid 

he has demonstrated conclusively that this gan- 
le to an organism, strepto-coccus, which is present 
imbers around the limits of the gangrenous part, 
observation was made by him in a case of spread- 
'ation in rabbits. Mr. Lister has long held the 
it, in the case of putrid sinuses, the organisms were 
t only in the canal of the sinus, but also in the s 
he unhealthy granulation tissue lining them. T 
leen justified by the fact that, though formerly 
)n ol the sinuses with antiseptics, he did not ol 

eradecating the ceptic element, yet since he 
e use of Volkman's sharp spoon, and has remo 
if granulation tissue lining them, success is by 
:ommon. And, lastly, I have demonstrated tl 
my forms of organism will not survive if introdu 
hy animal, yet if an animal be previously in a s1 
tl, these forms of organism are not destroyed 
md alive in the blood or tissues. — Chicago Med 



BRics IN Young Girls.— Dr. Wm. Goodell reci 
following for hysterics in young girls : " W 
lied to treat a young girl with an hysterical atti 
hree things which you had better do : (i) Instil 
m pressure in the neighborhood of both ovar 
y apt to quiet the patient at once. (2) Admioii 
I have found that a woman who is well un 
of an emetic has not the opportunity to do a 
than be thoroughly nauseated. Give a full dosi 
1 one grain of tartar emetic. (3) And this met! 
ing the spasm will often act charmingly : tali 
lump of ice and press it right down upon the 



leck. This produces quiet by its powerful impression 
le nervous system. When the attack is entirely under 
the best method of preventing the occmrence of 
attack is to administer a full dose of assafoetida, — 
your smalt two or three grain doses, but ten grains 
3ce." — Maryland Med. your.. May 15. 

tsCBssOP THE Liver. — Dr. J. Marion Sims read a paper 
subject before the Virginia Medical Society at its last 

from which we select the following: Dr. W. A, 
ond, New York, in common with preceding authors, 
that abscess of the liver may ejdst without giving rise 
characteristic general or even local symptoms. Dr. 
ond's attention was first drawn specially to this subject 
ears ago, by a patient of his (with spinal paralysis) 
out ot bed and striking the right side against a woodea 
After awhile the patient complained of some gastric 
ement and pain occasionally in the right shoulder. But 
st marked symptom was hypochondria. There was 
ded pain in the liver, and no enlargement of the organ, 
immond thought he detected slight fluctuation, but was 

means certain of it. However, he determined to 
e the liver. He did so, and evacuated fifteen ounces 
lalf of pus. The general health and mental condition 
patient at ODCe improved and he remained well after 
fiering only from paralysis. In 1876, Dr. Hammond 
lother case where he was led to believe there was 
I of the liver, not because there was any local evidences 
ut because of the mental and moral condition of the 
, There was no pain in the liver ; no enlargement of 
latic region ; no tenderness on pressure, and he was 
re there was fluctuation. Knowing that aspiration 
ly performed was a harmless operation, he did it, and 
2d eight and a half ounces of pus. The mental symp- 
iSappeared at once, and his patient was permanently 
d to health. From this time. Dr. Hammond began to 
ite abscess of the liver with hyperasmia of the brain, 
sion of spirits, hypochondria, insomnia, and unpleasant 
s, with occasional gastric derangement. The promi- 
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nent symptoms are congestion of the brain, insomnia, and 
great depression of spirits. Guided by brain symptoms alone. 
Dr. Hammond has repeatedly aspirated the liver where there 
were no physical signs of disease and evacuated pus. But in 
the majority of cases he has detected the presence of pus by 
palpation — in some, where there was no seeming enlarge- 
ment of the organ, and no pain on pressure. His method of 
determining this is very simple. He places the patient on the 
back, puts the points of the index and middle fingers of the* 
left hand between the eighth and ninth ribs, a litde in advance 
of the line falling from the middle of the axilla. Then, by 
gently tapping or percussion at a point about two inches 
above the umbilicus, and a little to the right of the middle 
line, fluctuation may be detected by the fingers of the left 
hand. Dr. Hammond has aspirated the liver for abscess 
twenty-six times within the last two years. In fifteen cases 
he evacuated abscesses and effected cures. In eleven cases 
the operation was unsuccessful, but attended with no ill effects 
whatever. Dr. Hammond passes the aspirating needle 
through the kitercostal space between the eighth and ninth 
ribs, at a point about an inch in advance of a line drawn from 
the axilla to the pelvis. In very nervous subjects, he admin- 
isters an anaesthetic. In very many he deadens the sensibility 
of the skin by the application of ice and salt. Everything 
being ready for operation, he pulls the skin up for an inch 
over the point to be punctured, so as to make a valvular open- 
ing; and then thrusts the needle,previously antisepticised with 
carbolic oil, into the substance of the liver, from the depth of 
one and a half to two and a half inches. If, at the depth ot 
two and a half Inches, matter does not appear, then there is 
no abscess in the right lobe of the liver. Abscesses exist 
sometimes in the left lobe of the liver, but far more frequently 
in the right. All of Dr. Hammond's cases (except two) have 
been residents of malarious districts, either in the South or 
West. 






Antiseptic Midwifery. — Dr. Matthews Duncan, in a 
recent paper on this sublect, presents many practical sugges- 
tions of value. Dr. Duncan says that by far the most fre- 
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the causes of puerperal deaths are pysemia and 
lift. Both these diseases involve or imply inflamma- 
cesses, and both are essentially septic ; and it is 
hem that antiseptic midwifery wages war, and in 
: said it had already achieved great success. His 

were confined to the local use of antiseptics. He 
iUt that the healthy lochial discharge of some women 
led in smell the ordor of putrefaction, so that it was 
ys possible to discriminate them ; but in all doubtlul 
is well to treat them as ii putrefactive, in order to 
mch discharges from finding their way into the blood 
uterine sinuses or lymphatics, setting up blood pois- 
Fhe removal of all putrefying material is essential to 
hylaxis or arrest of septicasmia. All measures to 
should be promptly and thoroughly applied. They 
1 irrigation with carbolized water, and where it is 
f to pass the hand or instruments into the womb, 
Lild in all cases be smeared with the ordinary carbolic 

oil mixture. Dr. Duncan recommends an injection 
rength of one part in fiffy, from one half to a pint 
■d at a time. He recommends a double canula to 
ree return of the injected material. The injection 
le gendy introduced through a tube from a point 
le patient. The nmning out should be carefully 
, and the moment the outflow deases the injection 
e stoi>ped. He opposes the leaving of the.intra- 
ibe m uiero with a view to drainage, for if antisep- 
agged, it no longer acts as a drainage tube, and not 
ed, it is a source of danger in itself. He also warns 
too frequent daily injections. — St. /.outs M. and S. 
prUlolh. 

onld think inJectiooB often enough to insure tlioroagli cleaoli- 
attw. — [Ed. Reportbb. 

A6ITIC IiTVASioN OF THE Brain. — Ribbcrt, of BouD, 
the brain of a man aged sixty-four years, and notic; 
narkabte appearance of its surface at the time of the 
preserved it in alcohol for future study, a period of 
is. On careful examination at the end of that time, 
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he fouDd that the cortical surface appeared naarbled, i 
on slicing away the cortex, this marbling was not n 
but came out with greater distinctness, until the wh 
stance was reached, where the appearance was 1< 
shown. The markings were mostly circular, and ext 
central dot; on a section perpendicular to the cortical 
the dot was found to be only the transverse section o 
sel. Microscopic investigation showed the latter to 1 
with closely packed micrococci, while the light halo 
each vascular branch was due to a molecular disinte 
Numerous softened or hemorrhagic spots, as well as 
varying from the size of a pin's head to that oi a h 
were found scattered throughout every part of tht 
except the hemispheric cortex. Unfortunately the sy 
noted during life, were not very clear, although they 
to a cerebral afiection, nor was the cause of this rem 
parasitic invasion determinable. Several years ago ' 
a paper in the same Archives, in which Ribbert'f 
appears, namely, Virchow's, based upon the very 
autopsy, conducted by a pathologist of Brunswick, 
own child, which, several months after exhibiting pha 
diphtheritis, died with symptoms of progressive son* 
and stupor, without fever, or any other marked evid 
cerebral disease. In this case, the blood bessels, the pe 
lar spaces, and the nerve cells and neurolgia, were fou: 
with micrococci, and of a species which has been fc 
far only in the fluids or tissues of those suffering fror 
theria. Here the source of the invasion was evident 
important respect the case of Ribbert differs from th 
one, namely, in the fact that the schizomycetes did not 
beyond the vascular coufiiies. — Chicago Med, Review. 

A CORKBSPONDBNT Writing from New York, Se] 
loth, to the Chicago Medical Review., has this to sa 
somewhat neglected subject of Skin Grilling: " 
found that bits of muscle, absolutely free from epithel 
might be grafted with as good result as bits of skin 
on the other hand, no effect has been produced by sp 
eiHthelial cells upon ulcerated surfaces, even when ' 



Eace was in good condition aod the process was care! 
ducted. As the chief theory explaining the proces 
grafting rests upon the necessity of the presence of < 
cells, the fact that muscle wiU graft and produce a go 
is somewhat remarkable, and demands an explanatic 
fact is well substantiated by a number of cases, th 
explanation is offered. It was further found, that 
muscle taken from a body which had been dead e 
than six hours would graft readily upon the living 
Tissue from bodies or amputated Itmbs has been u 
number of cases successfully, and the limit of six ho' 
death was adopted, not from failure of grafts, but fro 
septic poisoning aiier that time. One case is on tecc 
ever, in which over 70 grafts were taken from the 1 
scrotum which had been removed in an operation 
ccx:ele ten hours previously, and over one half of the 
successful. The size of the grafts varied greatiy, bu 
found that those which measured from two to three 
diameter gave the best result. In transplanting the t 
negro to a white man the pigment was observed to d 
wholly in the course of three days, and none was ■v 
the scar ; while, on the other hand, when a white mi 
was implanted upon a negro it acquired a pigment 
the same time. The method oi grafting which yie 
best result was as follows : The surface having been 
into a condition of healthy granulation, grafts two 
diameter were applied over the whole surface, withii 
inch of each other ; a piece of oil silk, or of the gri 
tective used in Lester's dressings, was then laid upon 
face, and strapped down with bands of adhesive plas 
which a bandage was loosely applied. The part v/a. 
rest, with the dressing intact, imtil the third or fou 
when it is carefully removed. It was found that in m 
the grafts had taken, and the cicatrization was pro 
by that time. The oil silk was used to hold the 
position, and to prevent them from being pulled off, 
would have been had they been adherent dJrecUy tot 
sive plaster. The subsequent dressing was usually 
simple vaseline upon lint, though in some cases a stn^ 



I of Peru seemed to accelerate the pi 
hospital thia method is largely usee 
cerated surfaces and tmms, and h 
r good results." 

HYSICUNS IN THB OlDEN TiME. — I 

t to have temale physicians. Even the 
rorld's history bear testimony to inst 
>ractice of medicine by women. M} 
iman's capacity for this career by asci 
sis the duty of watching over the 

discovery of beneficial drugs. Am 
Lucina presided over childbirth and 1 
>ia, the daughter of Esculapius, and 
' Chuxm, were learned in medicine. 
as followed by a multitude of both se 
leneflts. As early as the eleventh 
lere existed in Egypt a college of ph 
lave been of the sacredotal caste, i 
I sexes. The "Iliad" and "Odessey" b< 
led in the science of medicine ; ami 
las, of Thebes, Aspasia, and Agnodi 
their ability and medical writings. 1 
said to have been such as to have 
opening of the medical profession to 
he state. Thasnarete, the mother of i 
Between the eleventh and thirteei 
omen acquired widespread renown as 
lOol of Salerno. In the succeeding ( 
ysicians held professional chairs tn th( 
jpecially that of Bologna. In this ur 
le of the eighteenth century, "there 

Mazzolini, whose husband held the 
tppened that he fell ill, and she, being 
supply to him the place of his enfeebl 
>came an anatomist, and presently c 

him from behind a curtain. She 
IS offered a chair at Milan, which, (i 
1 remained at Bologna till her death 



Her anatomical models in wax are the pride 
mical Museum at Bologna." — Practical Ameru 

Whooping Cough. — Dr. R. W. Brewer 
III., writes to the Peoria Medical Monthly, that \ 
edly successful method of treating whooping 
following: Quinine sulph. lo grains, pulv. gl}> 
scruples. Mix. Give to a small child what 
small steel pen reversed in its holder, leaving ha 
every hour or two. Let the half inch of the p 
moderately rounded. Turn on the tongue dry. 
was in a few days entirely relieved of the ( 
means alone. Since then he has used it with 
in several other cases. Children seem to like 
and enjoy the method of taking it. 

A MoDBL, Student. — A young Americ 
been in Paris for a year studying medicine, wa 
father. He paraded the old gentleman througl 
pointed out its architectural lions. Finally thei 
a many-pillared building. "What is that lord! 
the father. "I don't know," replied the youth, 
sergeant-de-ville." They crossed over and pu 
"1 hat, gentlemen," said the official, "is the me 
Peoria Medical MorUUy. 

In Medhs Tutissimus. — The Ohio M, 
announces that hereafter it will not allow contr 
their names on the side. J. Higginbotham Sm 
the Higginbotham knocked out of him, or com 
with "Jones." We commend the taste and c 
charming contemporary, but warn it in time I 
will lack herealter for gynecological communic 

Mbdical Charges. — Lancet: It is related 
painter, Vemet, that on one occasion, being ash 
a small pencil sketch, he did so while the ap[ 
When the latter protested against the price 
painter replied, "Do you think I spent but t 
drawing that sketch? It represents the labor ol 
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Wb note ia more than .one of our less 
exchanges that they publish as among their contri 
names of many of the most eminent writers in this 
names well known to medical men everywhere,— 
history is written in many of the noblest achievemen 
in medical and surgical science in this or any other 
contemporaries are favored, and merit complimc 
energy displayed in procuring recognition and aid fr 
so illustrious ; yet we are lead to question wbeth< 
made up from such a source are really the more 
interesting. Speaking for ourselves, we must sa 
prefer more the crisp, newsy article from the pen o 
try correspondent or from that of the caustic med 
than we do of the lengthy, profoundly scholastic, 
articles which we are sure to receive from the ] 
eminent names referred to. The writings of our 
men are certainly indispensible, but belong more f 
bound volumes and the complete library. The mt 
odical should embrace many of the features of a » 
Not secular news certainly, but current medical ne< 
kind and variety ; and in the place ot employing 
talent to fill its pages, contributions from men of gc 
even if of less fame, often are the first to elidt th 
readers. When a man has written a book and we i 
with his style, we seldom care to read him again, 
has published a volume and we have done him th 
read it, we seldom find from his pen anything be 
periodical effusions. We know about what he ii 
say as soon as our eyes rest upon his name in tl 
Give us fresh names, new thought, original modes 
siou in our journals — in fact let us advertise som 
awhile, and see if there are not others in the mec 
besides those old familiar names to which we have 
homage tor a quarter of a century. While I wov 



THB BBN. 119 

, detract one iota from their well deserved notoriety, yet 
by the authors in our profession like I am by the hack- 
I politicians — I like once in awhile to see a new face in 



^Consultations. — I think it is the province and duty of 
■ person who "makes the types talk" to write candidly 
all subjects upon which he writes at all, and to this end the 
nt writer wishes to unbosom himself to a limited degree 
a subject which has long been painfully treasured in his 
t. — the subject of Medical Comultaiions. We think the 
m a nuisance, notwithstanding a good share of the 
e of Ethics" is devoted to the sceince of "Promoting 
ultations." We can sincerely lay our hands upon our 
s and say that in long years spent in practice, and in 
' consultations in which we have taken part, and in which 
ave observed its workings among others, we have never, 
If dozen instances noted any valuable results from them, 
lelieve this is the honest conviction of ninety-nine hun- 
hs of the intelligent physicians the civilized world over,, 
strange part of the matter is, why do physicians not only 
it to it, but really sanction it P Men draw the most usefiil 
IS of life commonly from their own experience. We 
it is so at any rate in our own case as to the value of 
:al consultations. They do the patient no good — but on 
sntrary do him commonly direct harm. Direct injury in 
ay of an increase of grave apprehension and unsafe excite- 
— increase in the expense in the way ot physician's fees; 
idirectly by the lack of concentrated attention and solid- 
on the part of the medical attendant — the latter more 
nilarly so if the consiUtation has been crowded upon the 
arly attending physician. Drawing again upon indi- 
J experience, the moment dissatisfaction and a desire to 
nber a physician with a consultation which he knows is 
ecessary, manifests itself among the meddlesome neigh- 
the attendants, relatives, &c., &c., of the patient, — that 
ent, what had before been the deep and watchful care of 
hysician for the every symptom of danger and the means 
mbatting it, is lost. If his profound and honest interest 



in the patient's wellfare, his time, his si 
meals, and oftimea his money, are met wi 
distrust, and his motives assailed, his inte]Ii| 
impeached, all in one hour, and may I 
threshold of the sick chamber, what then 
his interest to that of the sick person P 

These are all common accompanin^en 
The course of conduct most agreeable to 
such circumstances, is to quietly " slide oi 
field to the consultant and the good fri 
graciously brought him upon the 6eld. 
what is desired by all parties to the conl 
times the sole motive interested friends 
"another doctor," This is the light, mainly 
always viewed "consultations," and we thii 
ization is not so dissimilar to that of other 
but that some thought akin tq these must 
entered into their minds. The old adage 
body's business is nobody's, holds good io i 
in other human affairs, and it is nowhere bi 
in the consultation room. 

This custom is now the absolute prop 
somes and "busy-bodies" of each commun 
ence is an incubus to the profession and is 
whose villainy "countiess thousands mourn 

At the recent ses«on of the "Amerii 
the Advancement of Science," held at 
Hyatt delivered a lecture "On the Trai 
Planorbis," in which he gave practical illustr 
of the evolution of species. ' He used for tl 
ticon views. After a thorough discussior 
evolution, he said that M. Barrande, a gre 
hypothesis, spoke to him with great respi 
they had afforded, and said, at the same i 
gendorl's pamphlet, written upon the St( 
dcHie more to convert German paleontolc 
views than Darwin's own book. He said 
from the investigation of a series of specif 
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ally to those to be tested, modified or rejected. The 
: is an aggregate oi small things, and if we do not 
in explaining the relation of those in narrow fields, 
possibly dream in logical terms about the grand laws 
omenon, but the hope of understanding them is a 
. He then explained his theory by means oi maps 
*cts, and then summarized what he had endeavored 
: before the audience. He had tried to show in a 
1 way the history of a single species, planorbis levis, 
ivolution into twenty to thirty distinguishable forms, 
h from fourteen to nineteen may with justice be called 
rent names, and considered as distinct species. He 
I striven to bring into comprehensible shape the con- 
that the forms of these species result from the action 
iws of heredity, modified by the physical forces, espe- 
■avitation. Also, that there are many characteristics 
ire due solely to the action of physical influence of 
ite surroundings, varying with every change of 
but constant and uniform within each locality, and 
Darwinian law of natural selection applies only to 
stages in the establishment of some of the di^rences 
I the species in the same locality, but not the perpetu- 
them. 

, Charles T. Jackson, died at Somerville, Mass., in 
•r part of August, in the seventy-fifth year of his age. 
fcson will be remembered by physicians all over the 
IS a claimant for the honors of having discovered 
tics, and introdced them into practice. The contro- 
itween him and Dr. Morton, of Boston, relative to the 
in the discovery of the anaesthetic properties of ether 
t of the history of medical discovery, and need not be 
1 here in extensS. Suffice it to say that the discovery 
ie by Jackson while he was practicing medicine, but 
then made known to the world. His claim was that 
he found by experiment that an alcoholic solution of 
irm applied to a nerve made it insensible to paio. He 
viously experimented with protoxide of nitrogen, with 
sfactory results. In 1841 he tried the effects of pure 



ingled with atmospheric air, upc 
il he lost all coasdousness. Tl 
id entirely successful. In 1842 
lain he suffered from an acciden 
This led him, he afterward said, 
iperation could be performed 01 
; of sulpuric ether without givinj 
n, however, appears to have fii 
on performed by him in 1846, ar 
it some years previous to. that t 
)f Drs. Morton and Jackson for 

were supported by hosts ot phy 
id the controversy was waged 
less. The French Academy, 
g,ooo francs for the discovery, di 
veen the two claimants, holdin) 
;d etherization, and that Dr. W 
:al operations. Dr. Morton refu 
Eo him, and the Academy after' 
Dr. Morton strove for years t 
tcognized. He became utterly 

sold for debt. Congress was i 
,000 as a national testimonial, aui 
others signed the petition. Dr. J 
at to Congress a petition, sigm 
on and vicinity, certifying that thi 
is. Dr. Morton's petition was dt 
ist a hospital surgeon who had a| 
lethod he gained his point, the Ur 
is claim. Dr. Jackson still had his 
itended that he, and not Dr. M 
jr, and the controversy went c 
s said that Dr. Morton's death v 
r an article which attempted to 
iiscoverer of anaesthesia. The 
. monument to his memory, b 
1. T, G, Morton, Inventor and I 
tion." This and other recognitio 
used great disappointment to D 



BDITOR 8 DRAWER. 



I at the age of 75, feeliog that he had bei 
ved of the finiits of years of patient s 



Editor's Drawer^. 



BUSINESS CHANGE. 

18 of the St. Joseph Medicai, and i 
are hereby informed that hereafter th' 
'al interests of the publication will be 1 
)ntrol of Dr. Jacob Geiger, of St. Joseph, 
indence relating to advertising, subscriptit 
, &c., — as well as all moneys must be s( 
Idress is 609 Francis street, 
al articles, correspondence, exchanges, 1 
1 all matters pertaining to the edttortai di 
lal should be addressed as heretofore to t 
eph. Mo., October ist, 1880. 



ive received a circular dated Fayettev 
ist, 1880, signed by W. R. Miller, Gov 
'rustees and D. H. Hill, Pressident, and ; 
idical Profession," elucidating the point: 
;en the Medical Department oi the . 
University and the Arkansas Medical A 
3py contest" thus having spread to and 
functionaries of the State. The next 
■m that "tattered and bleeding" State, wi 
ear that the militia has been called oul 
lathan and his "Arkansas Medical Monti' 
I, "horse, foot and artillery." 



ivilization of an age which will surround 
gvith a rabble such as gathered under the 
ns adjoining, and even in the lying in 



editor's drawer. 

ecent accoucehment of the young Queen i 
ol a civilization after all. Such a displa 
and curiosity — not to say crueltyy might 
: Hottentotts or American Indians, but 
itors among Christian nations. 



UNY of our new-born contemporaries run 
nimal, which has a special appetite for n 
liich is known by the name of the "Specin 



i the new exchanges received this mon 
Epitome — an American supplement to 
■aspect, — W. A. Townsend, publisher, Nt 
Peoria Medical Monthly, the former ai 
of full proportions, and the latter, as 
eat monthly issue. We welcome each of 
md shall prune them frequently of thei 

ifriting the above we have been favored ' 
" the Southern Clinic, Richmond, Va., I 
)r. We are in love with the style of Br 
bat he will keep things "lively" in his ( 
vineyard. 

^estern Lancet,& splendid production of th 
California is also on our table. It ha 
-Drs, Perry and Mays holding the " 
We welcome it "muchly." 
■pendent Practitioner, a new journal recen 
Jtimore, also comes to us. It is a largf 
inducted, filled with excellent matter, and 
cess. 

miliar face of the Pacific Med. and Sur. 
Q, Sr. and Jr., editors and proprietors, aj 
This beautiful periodical has made grea 
;r in size, finbh and matter since we use 
i columns and receive it a dozen years a 
srrespondence with its junior editor on n 
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ision within the last decade and commend him to the 
rofessional world for courtesy. 

e Therapeutic Gazelle, Detroit, Mich., Wm. Brodie, 
editor, is received. September number contains a 
ice of our humble selves, for which we extend com- 
I to Brother Brodie. Many others of our worthy 
;es have done us the honor also, but commend us to 
or graceful compliments. 



BRY physician within five hundred miles of this city 
lubscribe for and read the St. Joseph Medical and 
UL. Rbportbr. Encourage home talent f 



VB we recently had a maina "wave" to strike th^ 
lopulatioti of the city P On one and the same day 
this month, we were apprised of almost half a dozen 
results from the actions of horses never known before 

any vicious traits. First on the list came Dr. Jacob 
one of whose carriage horses (perfectly gentle always 
made a furious attack upon the Doctor and a little 
• old boy, kicking and stamping the helpless child 
ith ensued in a few days from the injuries, and so 

Dr. G. that he is now just able to get out. On the 
ly Dr. Simmons' usually quiet horse manifested a dis- 

to "get away" with him, while my own — quiet and 
IS a lamb — made a snap at my own hand and came 
ting two fingers. On the same day, or possibly the 
lowing, Mr. J. P. Moore, of the Saunders House, 
I a kick from his horse, the injury from which has just 
1 to the grave. Are the horses insane ? 



E second annual session of the College of Physicians 
rgeons of St. Joseph, begins on Monday, October 4, 
1 close earl}' in March. At this writing (September 

prospects for a class largely in excess of that of last 
e most flattering, and that St. Joseph is to become the 
f medical teaching for the Missouri Valley, the "plains" 

Rocky Mountain States we have not the least doubt. 

thing we can speak knowingly, and that is that the 
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tie College of Physicians and Surge 
aintain a school in this dty in ever} 
rior to a majority of the younger i 
the young men of the West will od( 
IS their Alma Maier. 



aVe received well written orignal 
lical gentlemen — written expressly ft 
ihers from Drs. Bumes and Evans, 
mit them from this number on a( 
ir space for original articles is mei 
11 oblige us by confining their articlt 
at most. Lengthy original articles 
^ated by the mass ot the profession 
many excellent and instructive pap 
Our journal is onlj' a 32-page pi 
levoting half of this space to originf 
cisso rings— the other to reports of 
i, editorials, news items, &c., &c. ^ 
herefore please remember our desig 
■diogly. We extend our thanks to 1 
;d and cordially invite them to "con 

iDICAL BOl 

eby inform Medical Students attend 
i students and medical men gene 
Ue of 

[CAL BOOKS A SPEC 

ind and supply at short notice any I 
nd at the 

ex3r I-iO-xxreat ^i; 

fiey can he bought. Our sales of R 
past year have oeen heavy — surpas. 
2ver before made in this city. Ou 
of Chicago and St. Louis making ] 
mature. Orders by mail will be fi 
tion guarateed. 

*era Mouse Block, St. tfoseph 
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:Iiat Z cannot do in my own office. 
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THE COLLEO-E OF 

PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS, 

Of St. Tosepli, 2^0. 

Wni begin Its Second Course of LeetnreB od the tth of Oetober, 1880. 



TbiB Bcbool bas met with unparalleled aucceas. Its first CXaae waa 
larger than anj Medical School in the State of Miaaouri, outside of Bt, 
Louis. Its Clinics were large and varied, both in Medicine and Surgery. 
There were operations for Slone in the Bladder, for Btrabianms, for 
Torticollia, Resection of Elbow Joint, Amputations of Leg, Hand, Fingers, 
Foot, Eye, Aapiration of Pleural Cavity, of Abscess of Liver, Trephin- 
ing of ^ull, &c., &c., &c. 

There ia a Free Dispknsabt connected with the College, which is 
largely patronized. The City Hospital ia under the control of thia 
Bcbool, and Clinics are held twice a week at the College and daily at the 
Hospital. There is ample proviaion for Disaecting on fresh material 
under the direction of a Competent Demonstrator. 

The College is owned and controlled by the Faculty, all of whom 
are well established and aucceasful Practitioners in active practice, who 
are determined to spare no pains to make the 

College of Physicians and Surgeons 

A Medical School of High Character and Practical TJusefulness to its 
Graduates, There will be from five to aix Lectures every day. Physi' 
cians who have been three yeara in reputable practice can Graduate by 
attending a full Conrae of Lectures, on passings satisfactory esaminati< 

Fees for the entire Course are Thiktt-five D014.ABS (f36): F 
Catalogues sent on application. 

There were fourteen Graduates the First SesBion, all of whom t 
now In good practice. 

The Faculty all being Western men, are well acquainted with t 
diseases of the West, and the wants of Western Phyaciana and Btuden 

Boarding can be had at from Thbbei to Foub Dollaub per week. 



The Followiog are the Names of the 

E' -^ c -cr Xj x -2", 

And the Branches Taught by Them. 

HUGH TRKVOE, B. A., M. D., otBce at the Conrt Hoose, room No. 14, Bmeritna I 

fesaor of Sniger.. 
W. I. HEDDEHS, M. D,.404 Francla atreet. Professor of Prlntlplee iind Practice 

Medicine, and Cllolcal Medicine. 
JACOB aEIGBB.])! D , comer Ttiird and Edmond streets. ProfSBSorof Principles i 

Pracdce of Sucgery, Orthopedic Soreerr and Clinical Sargerj. 
W. H. BRYANT, U. D., SBvannali,MD..TroresBOT of Obstetrlce and Digeagesof Worn 
J. W. HEDDENd, U. D., 404 FraDCle streets, Professor of Snrelcal and Deicripl 

Anatomy, and Geni to-Urinary DlaeaeeB. SecrHIary. 

E. A. 1X)NEL&N, M. D , 309 Fifth street, Profeaaor of Materia Medics, Therapenl 

and Diseaaes of Children, 

F, A 81MHONa,M.D., comer Felii and Eighth atreeta, Ptotesaor of PbyBlology i 

ni • 1.1.. M ij 8yBtjn,_ 

-corner Elghtli and Edmond streetB. Prof esBOr of Obemlg 

I of the Chest. 

" andEdmondstreets, Demonstralorof A 



i. HCBBELL,IJ, D., fourth and FranclHBlreets. LecCarer on Bye and Ear. 
' ""'■'"™-" 1. D., corner Eighth and Fellialreete, Professor of Gynfficoli 
I, D, S,, Third street, between Jnle andFaraon, I^ctnier oi 



Surgery. 

GOT. SILAB WOODSON, Lectarer on Medical JnilBprudence. 
V. I. BEDDEMS. 404 FrtwclB street. Siah. 
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immediate supervision. 
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The quantities and proportions are invariably as represented on the 
labels. 

The excipients to make the masses are carefully chosen in each 
case, to make the Pill permanently soluble in the fluids of the Stomach 
and Bowels. 

The Sugar-Coating will be found very soluble, and not excelled by 
any other in point of beauty or finish. 

Catalogues giving Composition, Doses, Etc., of all our Preparations, 
mailed to physicians by applying to us direct, or to our Wholesale 
Agent, 

Wholesale Dealer in Drugs, 

1 02 & 1 04 Third Street. - ST. JOSEPH, MO. 



NEW PHARMACEUTICALS 
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NYTRO-GLYCERINE PILLS. 

Nitro-glycerine is introduced on the authority of Dr. Murrell, of 
London, as a remedy in angina pectoris and in cases of chronic neuralgia 
in any part of the body. Cases of angina pectoris which had resisted all 
attempts at even alleviation, much less cure, have promptly yielded to 
nitro-glycerine, and a number of cases of actual cure are reported. This 
is more than can be said of any other known remedy. In neuralgia the 
effects of this drug have, in some instances, been scarcely less marked. 

The pill form is very eligible, besides insuring exactness of dose. 

Sanguis Bovinus Exsiccatas. 

In this preparation of blood we have a true food, the albumen 
being entirely retained. In this respect it differs from the various beef 
extracts, beef essences, etc., in the market. These preparations are, 
from the very methods of their manufacture, entirely deprived of albu- 
men, the true nutritive principle of beef, and are thus not foods in any 
proper sense of the word. 

Sanguis bovinus exsiccatus is blood deprived of nothing but its 
water and fibrin, which latter is naturally small in quantity and prac- 
tically of no nutritive value. 

Liquor Ergotse Purificatus. 

This form of ergot is of constant strength. In its preparation only 
the active principles of the drug are retained, all inert and noxious 
ingredients being removed. As these active principles are assayed, the 
liquor contains them in constant and definite proportions, and thus is 
obviated the uncertainty of strength due to variability in the qunlity of 
the sami)le of the drug emphycd. Liquor ergotse purificatus is as con- 
stant in its strength as morphia, quinia, or any of the alkaloids of vege- 
table drugs. 

CASCARA CORDIAL. 

This laxative and alterative preparation stands unequaled among 
pharmaceutical preparations as a remedy in constipation. Its agreeable 
and efficient action has been abundantly attested by the medical profes- 
sion of this country, and it stands now as a remedy of unquestionable 
efficacy in chronic constipation. Great care should be exercised in not 
prescribing too large a dose, inasmuch as cascara sagrada, its active 
ingredient, overcomes constipation by its tonic action on the bowels, 
rather than by direct laxative influence. 
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Hypodermic lajection of Ergotine for Chronic 
Enlargement of the Spleen. 



By Dr. A. GOSLIN, Okb«om, Missouri. 



Gentleman : You know that in malarial regions, enlarge- 
ment of the spleen — "Ague Cake" — "spleen in the side," as 
many of our bottom patients express it, is of frequent occur- 
rence. Years ago, in the Wabash bottoms, it was my fortune 
to see scores of ray poor patients dragging out a miserable 
existence — pale, anffiraic, spanfemic, hydnemic, or whatever else 
you may use to express a cadaverous appearance. Enlarged 
Spleens were the prominent feature in all these caftes. I was 
then young and enthusiastic, and I addressed myself especially 
to the cure "of these poor unfortunates. I gave Iron and the 
Iodides in all their various combinations, internally ; exter- 
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nally, I used all the varioiiB connter-irritanta, asd conunonly, 
After A six to ten months perseTering treatment, I wds rewarded 
with a sensible reduction of the spleen, with an improvement 
in the general heelth and appearance ; hnt I do not now recol- 
lect a single case where the spleen returned to its normal size 
in that time ; and in many cases where the remedies were taken 
irr^^arlj, and not persevered in most faithfolly, no improve- 
ment followed ; and many of my cases passed ont of my hands 
Irom this spasmodic method of treatment. I feel sure it is the 
experience of most old physicians that this malarial hypertrophy 
of the spleen has been a sonrce of annoyance and disappoint- 
ment, and this, no donbt, has led surgeons to recommend 
splenotomy in order to get rid of the annoyance, as well aa to 
give the most relief, in many cases, to their patient^. Now, 
we should hail with joy any sf^e method of treatment which 
promises to deliver us &om this prolonged course of treat- 
ment — a course which so often ends in disappointment to our 
patients and mortification to ourselves. Last July I begui the 
treatment of these cases by HypodermUi Injections of Ergotine 
into the cellular tissue over the spleen, and the results have 
been so satisfactory, and I have been so elated over my succesa 
in quite a number of cases, tliat it has determined me to give 
a brief synopsis of th^ln to this socie^, that others may be 
induced to try it ; and should they be equally successful, it will 
prove a blessing to doctors, as well as to patients. 

Caee Mrst. — Mrs. G., aged nineteen; married; seven 
months pregnant: I saw her on July 19th ; fonnd her propped 
np in bed, and had to be &nned all the time, as she sufiered 
terribly from dyspncea — a gravid uterus and an enlaiged 
spleen : and when I say an enlarged spleen, it does not express 
it The spleen extended from the left hypochondrium to the 
pubis, and across to the median line, the ntems occupying the 
right half of the abdomen. She was the most typical specimen 
of hydmmia that could be imagined, — not a partide of red 
color anywhere. Her eyelids hnng like sacks of water, and 
she bad general cedema. She had been abandoned as a hope- 
less case by an old physician who had treated her for three 
weeks. On July Slst, I gave here 20 minims of Ergotine over 
the spleen, hypodermically ; in half an hoar her pulse was 
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reduced from 140 to 115 ; the arterial tension was mncli 
increased, and breathing better. I gave Iron, Quinine and 
Phosphorus regularly for the first two or three weeks, and a 
hypodermic injection of Ergotine about twice a week, until, 
thirteen injections were given, with a rapid improvement in all 
her symptoms. The spleen was reduced rapidly, and very per 
ceptibly after each injection ; at the thirteenth, it could scarcely 
be found at the margin of the ribs. Her waxy color gave way 
to a ruddy hue ; her breathing became natural, and September 
8th, at last visit, instead of being confined to her bed, was 
found chasing the pigs out of the cornfield. This was a case 
of Ynalarial hypertrophy of the spleen of fifteen years standing. 
I can find no case on record where hypodermic injections of 
ergotine have been administered to a pregnant woman, and we 
might theoretically object to it, for fear of arousing the uterus 
to action ; but I can state that no such symptoms were devel- 
oped in this case. 

Case Second, — Mrs. S., aged thirty-seven, was confined on 
the 3d of last December. She had malarial hypertrophy of the 
spleen of three years standing ; was very pale and waxy in 
appearance, — ^in fact, seemed bloodless. I gave her the various 
tonics internally, and painted with Tinct. of Iodine over the 
spleen. Had to wean the child at six weeks to save her life, 
as she was in great danger of dying from exhaustion. I con- 
tinued tonics and nutritious diet, and gave Tinct. Ferro Chlo- 
ridi and Pld. Ext. Ergot for a month, in the hope of reducing 
the spleen. Her general health improved some after weaning 
the child, but the spleen was not reduced a particle. On August 
2d, gave her, hypodermically, 20 minims Ergotine over spleen; 
repeated this on August 7th, 10th, 22d, 30th, and September 
5th and 10th, — making, in all, seven \njections. At the last 
application I could not find the spleen, and she now presents 
the rosy hue of a girl of sixteen, and says she has not enjoyed 
such health in ten years. 

Case Third, — Samuel C, aged twenty-nine, has had 
enlarged spleen for the past seven years, and has been under 
treatment of regular and irregular physicians ; has made two 
trips to Colorado, in the hope of gaining his health. The first 
time I saw him wks on September 6th. He had just returned 
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from Colorado the day before, and had mo 
exceedingly pale and haggard in appearance 
eral oedema, and no red color to be found u 
word, he was excessively hydrtemic. His 
below the crest of the illinm, and ]to the met 
him the hypodemiic injection of 25 minimi 
tetnfber 7th , his pulse was then 140 and temp 
in ten mmntes pulse 120 ; in half an hour, j 
moist perspiration. I gave hini another inje 
on September 11th, 15th, 18th, Mth, and ( 
case had a sad ending on the 24th of Septei 
mg my office and riding home, six miles, v 
taken with fever and a bilious diarrhoea. I 
him for one week. October Ist, saw him ani 
tomes stimulant and generous diet, but he 
the 12th uist. His spleen was almost na 
oedema all gone but his excessive hydrsen 
not be overcome Did the Ergot have anytli 
mg on his bdious diarrhoea? 

Case Fowrth. — Mrs, N,, aged twenty-ei 
had moderate enlargement of the spleen f 
able to do her work, but says she has bee 
ever smce her side has been sore ; complai 
side whenever she works ; is rather pale an 
flesh for some time. I gave her hypodermii 
Flmd Ergot over spleen, on September 25t] 
and yth — four m all. At the li»t injection 
be felt at margm of ribs ; her general apj 
improve at once appetite good, and she sa 
and IS in better health than for many monl 
flesh 

Two questions may be asked which I dee: 
sion Ist Why should not Ergot, given'by t 
the same results as when given subcutaneoi 
Ergot mject«d mto any other part of the hi 
good effects upon the spleen? 

In answer to the first question, I would 
to my second case, where I gave Iron and E 
for a month without the least reduction of the 
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t was given subcutaneously, the reduction v 
very first application. Why this difference ii 
' explanation is: Given hy the month, Er 
gi and highly nitrogenized bodies generally, 
digested or destroyed ; hence we fail to get 
1 restdts of the dose, while if it is given si 
1 shall obtain its entire therapeutic power, 
fi ought to reach definite results by givii 
uically, which we cannot expect when it is 
h. Practically, we find this to be true in easi 
cases of hematmia treated by Prof. Lute 
en of Rhemus, no effects were produced by ds 
ains of the tincture given by the mouth, wl 

I of one grain of the s^me tincture caused t! 
lisappear in two or three days." From the 
iss and certainty of action when given suhcutt 
believe the day is not distant when this n 
•ation will be adopted by the profession to t 

II other methods. This same argument will h 
ly other articles of the Materia Mediea. 
'.niagomsm of Medici/nea, by J. Milner Fothei 

a great number of experiments with vario 
ud in aU accurate observations, the remed 
bcutaneously, and there is an accuracy of d<: 

of effect which is refreshing to read, after 
ndering along in a hap-hazard method of me 
»uld ~urge upon members of this society to 
es with a good hypodermic syringe, and by 
les sharp, and with ordinary dexteritj', the i 
if pain will be inflicted by this method of me 
naximum amount of certainty of action will bi 
led Ergotine made into solution with distilli 
'ed, but this has the disadvantage of not kee 
' time, and should be prepared fresh each tin 
'back in its use. Latterly I have been usin, 
*urificatus, manufactured hy Park, Davis & C 
y the manufacturers, to be freed from impm 
ting substances, and that each minim repi 
the best Ergot Since using it, I have had 
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indurated lumps at the site of pnncti 
and it seems equally efficacious. I hai 
' any near approach to it, only a slight s 
iration for a few daye. 
Would Ergot injected in any other par 
lave the same good effects upon the spit 

am onahle to give any practical facts, f 
ny other locality. But reasoning fror 
7 that, by administering it over the r 
! get the constitutional effect, as well as 
and if we derived any benefit from 
>rmerly, it is an argument in favor of th 
t undoubtedly the greater part of th 
fit be through the blood on the nervous 
true, it will matter little where we selei 
Bat the moral effect on most of om- pi 
er if we select a point in the vicinitj- of 

this appeals to their understanding in 1 
rehend. 



INUNCTION: 

ennic Method of IntrodnclDg Medicines in 

By E. a. DONELAN, H. D., 

f Materia Medica and Leetwrtir on IHteaie* of 
Saint Joseph College of Phytieian* and Stwc* 



r medical journals are found articles fro: 
physicians portraying the good results o; 
of medicinal agents bj insufflation, a 
lication to the nares, fauces and epig 
ither solid, liquid or gaseous; and eve 
milk and other substances into the v* 
life of patients is in danger from hem< 
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cases of poisoning when there are no antidotes ; or, in cases of 
unhealthy blood, by opening a vein and drawing off as much 
of the unhealthy fluid as practicable, and substituting therefor 
healthy blood. This is all right, and we hail with delight all 
true practical knowledge thus obtained. The practical and 
scientific experiments by means of hypodermic injections dur- 
ing the last few years, in arresting hemorrhages and reducing 
goiters; enlarged spleens, &c., have proven truly marvelous, 
and almost incredible to one who has not been a practical 
observer. And while I duly appreciate the advanced stand 
which the profession occupies at the present time on subjects 
pertaining to the amelioration of the ills of life, I venture to 
make a few suggestions, — or rather to call the attention of the 
profession to an old mode of introducing restorative agents, 
that is to some extent neglected, or, at least, not practiced, at 

the present time to any extent I allude to 

I 

mUNitaON, OB THB ENDEBMIO MODS OF nnSODUOnsrO ICEDICQQISa 

INTO THE STSTBM. 

By inunction, we mean the application or rubbing over the 
body any article of oil, ointment or medicated substances. This 
mode haS' had its advocates, and in my opinion it is not prac- 
ticed or resorted to in a great variety of cases in which it is the 
best means to sustain the system. The epidermic application 
of oils and fats is one of the very best means of promoting 
constructive metamorphosis in wasting diseases — ^as in phthisis, 
scrofiila, chronic dysentery, and nearly aU cases where the 
stomach faQs to perform its functions. I have tested this mode 
of supporting the system, in a number of cases in the past 
season, in children prostrated from dysentery, accompanied 
with great irritability of the stomach and general debility. In 
aU chronic cases of this form of disease, the inunction of the 
body with Cod liver Oil, Olive Oil, suet, serum, or .any pure 
article of fat, will benefit your patient I remember a case of 
dysentery, a boy about six years old, very much prostrated; 
the stomach rejectiiig aU medicines and the simplest nourish- 
ment I discontinued t|;ie introduction of medicine by the 
mputh and resorted to inunction and enemas to sustain him. 
The following prescription was ordered to be applied and thor- 
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oughly rubbed over the surface of the body, night and morning : 

pr Vaseline.. S i. 

Qalpb* Quinine 9 i. 

Bulph. Morphia gr.^ii. 

Mix. 

The child was sponged off with soap and warm water, and 
the ointment applied. In a short time the child was resting 
Well and the pulse reduced. This application, with an astrin- 
gent injection per rectum, was the only treatment for several 
days, the boy continuing to improve all the time. J have pre- 
scribed Cod liver OU in a number of cases of a scrofulous 
diathesis and feeble digestive powers, with beneficial results. 
Usually about two drachms of the oil is absorbed at each appli- 
cation. As the oil has an offensive odor. Almond Oil may be- 
used to perfume it. As in many patients there is a deficient 
assimilation of fats or Cod Liver Oil, they may be beneficially 
applied by inunction. In a word, in all cases of poorly nour- 
ished children who have deranged and irritable stomachs and 
intestinal disorders, with dry skin, inunction wiQ prove benefic- 
ial ; as in these cases, the normal amount of oil in the skin teing 
deficient, it is furnished artificially. In cases of arthritis and 
chronic rheumatism, inunction with various articles is used 
with good results. Sigmund, one of its advocates, recommends 
moderate friction with the palm of the hand. There is no 
doubt but the common practice of many mothers, of rubbing 
their children with Goose Oil, is in many cases beneficial to 
those subject to catarrhal affections, or those that take cold on 
the slightest exposure ; the susceptibility is to a great extent 
prevented by inunction. I don't claim to present any new 
ideas, but believe this mode of introducing medication into the 
system is not resorted to in many cases that come under our 
treatment, where it is the very best means of relieving our 
patients. 
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OBSTETRIC ANOMALY. 

Bt H. OATMiN, M. D., RrvBRTON, MiflflouOT. 



^HEN I first saw Mrs. , aged twenty^-six j 

she had been in labor about twelve hours. H; 
general health during the pregnant period. 
tked six weekstfif coming to "time," Had nol 
lents for one week ; had rather strong labor f 
five minutes, with constant annoying neural 
: region during the intervals. Upon exainii 
m, found the o8 uteri well dilated,*with the e 
)tared ; head had entered upper strait, with oc( 
vard the left: acetabulnm ; head not large, . 
ample. Gave Pulv. Opii, in half grain doses 
ffhieh soon suspended the neuralgia in luml 
:pul8ive pains then became quite strong, and 
r ; but the ftetus advanced slowlj, consideri'ng 
mdition of things. But I need not be fiirth 
bor continued strong and regular for five hou 
tus advancing every pain a little — indeed a 
n the head was delivered. In delivering the 
seemed to be ample room for the passage of 
took two or three strong pains to bring them 
took three or four other strong pains, assisted 
traction, to bring forward the trunk. After t 
was attained, the cause of the tedious labor 
!nt. The umbilical cord was not more than twi 
and, as ■ might be expected, as a result of 
?, the placeuta was found loose in the va^ 
contracted readily, and not much hemorrhagi 
le too short cord was not the only trouble. 
len of the fcetus — indeed, I may say the who 
and including the umbilicus, was very muc 
ind bumpy to the feel. So great was this aw 
eased the body to more than double its na 
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The epidermis peeled off readily, when the cntis vei 
the dark red appearance of iiiflammation. The foel 
dentlj pramatore, and would have weighed about 
It gasped Tery feebly two or three tintes, and i 
nsed to inaugurate regular breathing, hnt all to i 
Life, under the drcumstances, was ont of the qnestii 
What caused the inflammation i 

The above humble and very brief report is 
submitted to tlie many readers of the Kbpobteb. 



Vibnrnum Prunifolium as a Prever 
Abortion. 



Pbobablt no subject will give a medical man m 
in any given case, than an attempt to prevent an h 
dispoBition to abortion. Many pages have been w 
the subject, many remedies suggested ; but, nnfaapp 
practitioner meets with the same results which I 
many others of whom I know — the success from Ui 
as laid down by our text books mast be anything bn 

Let me illustrate: F. H., aged twenty-two year 
health, robust and hearty, — after marriage become 
and at about the sixth month of pregnancy is accidi 
by a horse rmming with her. The result is, sympto 
set in ; a physician is called, who prescribes all oi 
usually recommended in such cases ; but all to c 
the result is miscarriage. ■ This goes on until fom 
pregnancies have resulted in the same way, her gen 
seemingly, fair alter each miscarriage. 

At this time I saw a notice of the beneficial i 
using Vibamum — especially in such cases as this, 
was from Dr. D. L. Phares, of Mississippi. (It i 
page 1783 of 14th ed. U. S. D.) I sent and procnn 
bark, as the lady had become pregnant again, ani 
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symptoms were again presenting themselves. I had her make 
a decoction and use it in drachm doses four times a day. This 
was attended with the most gratifying results, and I had the 
satisfaction of seeing her go to the full time and give birth to 
a large, healthy babe. It was found necessary to persist in the 
use of the medicine until the eighth month of pregnancy. 

Two years afterward, the same lady became again preg- 
nant, and &om the third to the seventh month the same 
symptoms as before occasionally presented themselves; but 
this time the fluid extract was used in drachm doses whenever 
any unusual symptoms were detected, with the effect of their 
disappearance under its use. I had the pleasure of again 
delivering her of a healthy, finely formed child, at term. Since, 
and during that time, I have called other physicians' attention 
to it, and have invariably received a favorable report I have 
also used it in other cases where abortion seemed inuninent, 
and with like satisfactory results. J. H. 

Kansas, October 16th, 1880. 
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"What is the Propeb Field for Battey's Operation," 
was the title of the paper read by Dr. Kobert Battey, of Kome, 
6a., at the meeting of the American Gynaecological Society, — 
Cincinnati, September 1st. 

Dr. Battey asked to be excused fix)m presenting his paper 
in full, as he had not been able to complete it. He would, 
however, lay before the society a brief outiine of the points he 
intended to make in his paper. He said : When I announced 
this operation to the profession in 1872, 1 foresaw that the field 
of its application must be very restricted ; for the honor of the 
profession and in the interest of humanity I had fully expected 
the ^eld to be more restricted than it has been. There are 



some things connected with its application from wl 
instincts of a manly nature recoil with the utmost r 
It was my expectation that when the profession woi 
me ground, although I felt absolutely sure it wouh 
tain restricted ground, it would be conceded to me | 
I took the posttion from the start that this never n 
operation of election. It is not a qaestien of whethi 
submit a female to an extirpation of the ovaries o: 
some other operation. A question of election b( 
and any other resource of gynecology can never ana* 
could have induced me to go into the communis 
extirpate the ovaries of a female, to hasten the cha 
except a most solemn sense of dn^. I think to-^ 
physician ought to 'sit down quietly and calmly and 
operation in preference to any other expedient that ■ 
The case ought to be narrowed down to this expedi 
at all. I stand upon that ground exactly to-day v 
in 1872. It is never desirable ; but when necessary 
^ stem duty from which a surgeon, having upon hi 
life and happiness of a human being, and in wh( 
can only select between this expedient and worse ai 
direful consequences, cannot shrink. 

I announced from the very start that the op< 
applicable only to certain classes of cases. In the 
they must be cases tliat are incurable by any other 
the second place, they must be cases menacing 1 
would allow him a policy of inaction ; in the third 
must be cases from which he may reasonably expec 
the patient of the direful consequences of their di 
change of life. He mast aek himself: If she had 
of life next week would she probably get well f If s 
propose to substitute for the natural change of life 
one, and secure the same result artificially that na 
plishes in the change of life. It has been my habi 
cases to ask myself three questions : Is it a mortal ■ 
incurable by other known resources of the art? Is 
by a change of life i If all these questions h 
answered, then the operation is a proper one. I 
the outset that the conditions which must i 
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atioD cover a lai^e part of the whole field of gynfflco- 
iractice. They must be very variable under different 
mcee. 

)tice in my paper, first, a striking class of cases in 
lere is absence of the uterus with more or less irregu- 
tion and a violent nervousness of the system. There 
!ed in the system irregularity of the circulation, local 
in and a certain exalted nervous condition of the 
and producing direful consequences resulting from 
n unreKeved by nature's assistance in the menstrual 
i. Such cases in which these violent perturbations are 
, are absolutely incurable by any other resource of 

There is no means of supplying a uterus to give rise 
anthly supply of blood, and the only resource is to go 
ler end of the case and extirpate the ovaries, which 
ly surplusage in tlie system. With the uterus there 
rs these violent perturbations of the nervous system. 

second class of cases are those of which I reported 
ice eight years ago. It was a case I operated on in 
leans. The lady had been confined during the war 
idequate medical attention. There was complete occlu- 
le whole metro-vaginal canal. The case was operated 
ards with the hope of letting out the returning menses, 
>ut success. I thought there was abundant reason to 
ed there was no liquid substance in the uterus what- 
Vithout noting a vestige of the vaginal canal, my 
t was that the only possible remedy in the case was 
)ii of the ovaries. She had these violent nervous and 
perturbations. The result of the operation was highly 

re is another class of cases of which. I have seen sev- 
ances. They are cases that I call menstrual mania 
n mania. The reason becomes dethroned by reason of 
erturbations attendant upon this stoppage of menstrua- 
)metimes it occurs even where the menses are present, 
unctions are deranged where menstruation goes on 
artain degree of regularity but accompanied with the 
degree of paui. With violent perturbations of the 
these cases to which I allude are, I believe, absolutely 
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incurable by any other resonree of the art. A corefiil investi- 
gation of the ovaries after they are removed shows why they 
are incurable. Because there are profound changes in the 
structure of the ovaries which it is impossible to expect any 
medicines to control. We might as well try to cure genuine 
tuberculosis. It is idle to talk of Virginia Springs curing this 
case ; it is idle to talk of medicine curing it; it is idle to talk 
of any medical operation except their removal. When it 
becomes necessary to incarcerate her in an insane asylum, I 
cannot conceive of any case that appeals more strongly to our 
sensibilities, and induce us to sacrifice the pernicious organs 
that are so destroying, to the mind and body of the patient. 

There is still another class of cases — a rather numerous 
class — ^those of ovarian epilepsy. Here let me remark that a 
distinction should be drawn between cases of clearly marked 
uterine epilepsy and ordinary epilepsy. I foresaw from the 
first, with great alarm and apprehension, that the announce- 
ment of this operation was likely to be followed by great abuse 
of it. I trembled then with regard to the consequences, and I 
tremble to-day in regard to the consequences that grow out ot 
the misapprehension. I have attempted from the first to sound 
the alarm to the medical profession aU over the world, to 
encourage them to be extremely cautious and circumspect in 
selecting cases for this operation. I am able to say to you that 
whatever may be the influence of that medical conservatism, I 
am unable to look over my own fifteen cases and single out in 
my calm, mature judgment to-day a single one in whom I feel 
I have done my patient the slightest harm. There is not one 
of the fifteen — ^including two fatal cases — ^that I ;wrould not 
operate on again to-day with the same facts and circumstances 
before me that I had at that time. It is therefore very neces- 
sary not to assume that each case of epilepsy that comes into 
our hands is a case of uterine epilepsy. It should appear 
affirmatively. 

Another class are — and in announcing it I am required to 
admit that it is an entirely unscientific and inexact classification. 
— ^what I would call cases of amenorrhoea : there is absence of 
the menses ; there is a pernicious amenorrhoea that is utterly 
destroying the life of the patient. And a few of these cases I 
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have found ii impossible to class under any otUer head than 
amenorrhoea. This condition of the patient, whatever the cause 
of it may be, justifies the removal of the ovaries.. It cures the 
patient, and nothing else will. Of course, it would be very 
wrong to state that under any circumstances this operation is a 
cure for amenorrhoea; but what I do say is, that there are 
some aggravated cases of amenorrhoea that are incurable by 
any other resource, and are curable by the removal of the 
ovaries. 

There is another class of cases operated on by Hegar, of 
Germany, and a number of physicians of this country. They 
are cases of interstitial fibroid tumors, which cases are not 
amenable to any of the ordinary resources of our art, and 
which cannot be safely subjected to the usual process for the 
removal of these tumors. These patients are constantly sub- 
ject to the danger of death by these exhausting hemorrhages ; 
the climacteric follows consequent upon the removal of the 
ovaries. The tumor gradually shrinks and becomes less. Under 
these circumstances very little objection can be urged to the 
operation, as in these cases the patient is usually barren* 

There are certain incurable fiexions of the uterus in which 
violent vascular and nervous prostration are produced in the 
system. Where these flexions are not amenable to any of the 
other resources of the art, the case being incurable, the extir- 
pation of .the ovary is justifiable. 

Lastly, allow me to call your attention to a class of cases 
in which, so far as I know, no one Jias ever proposed this ope- 
ration. I had it in my mind eight years ago. It seemed to 
me then, and it seems to me liow, that whenever an obstet- 
rician or gynecologist feels himself called upon to do the old 
operation of abdominal section, when there is a contracted 
pelvis, a rational and proper proceeding under such circum- 
stances would be to ligate and remove the ovaries. It seems 
to me that during the child-bearing period we have no right to 
subject a woman who has once gone through the Csesarean 
operation to a simflar danger under the same circumstances. 
It would be securing the patient from the possibility of a future 
necessity of the same operation, and in my judgment would be 
a justifiable proceeding. 



144 scisw.>Rn. 

QuackeKy Years Ago. — In a French work entitlejj ' 
Art of Medicine or the True Means of Succeeding in ] 
cine pubhshed in Paris in 1843, we find the folic 
atnuHUig anecdote, which tends to show that the qnackt 
to-da^ 18 no new thing : 

During a journey which Barthez was making in the i 
of France he resolved to visit Bordeaux. Arriving in 
aty lie put up at the Hotel d'Angleterre, which was thi 
dezvous for all travelers of distinction. 

The morning after his arrival, very early, his sleef 
broken by a contusion and noise which was going on upo 
stairs It sounded like a crowd of people coming and g 
ascending and descending without cessation. Barthez re 
haste and quietly half opened his door to find out the n 
of all this commotion and to know if they were not pai 
who wished to consult him. Thej certainly were patient* 
alas ' thej passed his door as if scorning him and repau 
an apartment opposite his own, on which was a large pi; 
above the door bearing the inscription : 



'CONSULTATION GRATIS! 



Barthez closed his door in confusion ; during the i 
day and tJie following one, the mob never ceased. . 

Lucky confrere*! said he to himself; he takes then 
and does not leave even the most trifling consultation to a 
sician who without doubt, is in no sense his inferior. (Ba 
had good cause to pay himself tlie tribute.) "Who is this 
who IS in such \ogue?" he inquired of the servants ii 
hotel The doctor was only known there by name : his 
was Dr Laurent, and every one repeated, "It is Dr. Laui 

One da> Barthez being at the head of the stair 
unknown ccnfrere emerged from his apartment, muffled 
nch dressmg gown and wearing a black velvet cap fringed 
gold He saluted Barthez humbly, who, utterly astoni 
suddenly exclaimed : "What! is it you, LaurentS" In 
it was Laurpnt his old servant 
lee w itisL" 
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"But how? Since when? Who the deuce made you a 
doctor ? " 

" You, sir, and I owe you my fortune. You remember, 
without doubt, that when I was in your service, I accompanied 
you everywhere in your professional visits, and that you 
employed me to convey your opinions to your numerous 
patients. Well, I listened to all that you said, read all that 
you wrote, and with all this and the help of a few good form- 
ulae that I had stolen from you, I made a science of my own, 
which you see has produced me something handsome." 

"You astonish me, Laurent; but your success surprises 
me still more ; and I am so much the more astonished that I, 
who have been ]iere fifteen days, and whose presence in Bor- 
deaux ought to be known, have not had a patient, while you — ," 
he added smilingly, "but what kind of a city is this?" 

"It does not diflfer from others, sir, and fools are plentiful 
here, as everywhere else. Your astonishment, permit me to 
tell you, does not become a man of talent, like yourself. 
Answer me : how many sensible people do you suppose there 
Are in a population of 120,000 souls? Five hundred? one 
thousand ? fifteen hundred ? I will grant you two thousand. 
Well, these two thousand are your property ; but the remaining 
118,000, who are fools, are mine, and you can look to them for 
nothing. Hence you need not be surprised at my numerous 
clientele." 

Barthez reddened, said farewell to Laurent, and left Bor- 
deaux the same evening, promising himself, in future, not to 
have such great confidence in his profound wisdom. 

This anecdote proves that the supply of quacks will fail 
the fools, before the supply of fools will fail the quacks. 

We find the following biographical sketch of Prof. John 
T. Hodgen, President of the American Medical Association, 
in Leona/rcPs lUvsi/rated Medical Jov/mdl for October. We 
are sorry we cannot present the illustration which accompanies 
the sketch. 

He was bom in Pike County, Illinois, about 1826, and his 
early years were spent at the carpenter's bench. He com- 
mented the study of medicine about the year 1845, and grad- 
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uated from the Saint Louis Medical College (then known as 
McDowell's) in 1849, and where he, at the present tune, fills 
the chair, of Surgical Anatomy and Fractures and Dislocations, 
and of the Faculty of the same institution is the Dean. He is 
also Professor of Clinical Surgery at the City Hospital. 

He was delegated by the American Medical Association 
to the International Medical Congress, which convened in Phil- 
adelphia in 1876, and before the surgical section of this body 
" read a paper upon Antiseptic Surgery, which was very kindly 
received. The year following he read before the American 
Association a very valuable paper upon ''Extension in the 
Treatment of Fractures of the Femur." He is, probably, best 
known through his improvement of N. R. Smith's Anterior 
Suspension Splint for fractures of the lower extremity. 

As, in politics, it is customary to ask concerning the can- 
didate, of his "war record," we would say for the present 
officer elect, that Prof. Hodgen waia at his post as volunteer 
. surgeon for some five years, during which time the "Surgical 
History of the Eebellion" bears record that he was not idle. 

In person. Dr. Hodgen is what you might call rather 
spare, though he cannot be called sKm. His eye, a peculiar 
dark brown, is quick and sharp, and his mouth shows lines of 
decision, whUst his forehead denotes thought, reflection and a 
sense of responsibility. His hair is just tinging with gray, and 
he must be somewhat beyond fifty in his years. He is of a 
retiring disposition, and would not court office or position 
through the means that are usually employed to obtain it. He 
has a genial and most captivating manner with his friends— 
the reverse with those he does not care to cultivate — and a fac- 
ulty of calling around him a corps of devoted adherents that 
marks him out as a natural-bom .leader of men. He has also 
that most excellent gift — reticence. As a surgeon, he is skill- 
ful, but not a brilliant operator, and has a great amount of 
mechanical genius. As a teacher, he is always instructive, and 
a favorite with his class. 

A Highly Moral Communtty. — The Chicago Times is 
responsible for the statement that a school teacher at the village 
of Summit, near Chicago, was recently dismissed by his board 
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of trustees, on account of his possession and perusal of Gray's 
Anatomy. A young woman seeing the volume lying on a 
piano at his boarding place, examined it sufficiently to satify 
herself that it was an obscene work, the fact quickly reached 
the board of trustees, and the result was the teacher's prompt 
dismissal. 

Maine Law. — The Chicago Timea bsljq: "The inhab- 
itants of Maine are very careftiUy protected from doctors. 
Among the legislative curiosities of the State, is a law pro- 
viding that no man shall practice medicine in Maine without 
having first practiced dissection. This is supplemented by a 
law providing that no bodies shall be dissected excepting those 
of executed criminals, and the door is finally locked by another 
law which prohibits capital punishment." 

AoooRDiNG to the Philadelphia Medical Times^ consulta- 
tions are comparatively very rare in Philadelphia. ^ The reason 
assigned is that the young men are afraid to call in their elders 
because said elders allure the patients whom they are called to 
advise. What between the old men being thus crafty, the 
young men inexperienced, and Dr. Buchanaii's diploma mills, 
medical matters look rather dark in the Quaker City, — Medical 
Record. 
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Philadelphia, Pa., Oct. 15th, 1880. 
Dr. J. P. Chbsney, Editob, 
Dea/r 8vr: 

Having heard favorable reports of The St. Joseph 
Medical and Surgioal Eepobter, and of its intended scopej I 
write to ascertain whether or no you desire any Eastern clinical 
material or stated correspondence. 

As regards clinical matter, I can fiimish good clinics, well 
written up, from such men as R. J. Levis, S. W. Gross, Thos. 
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G. Morton, D. Hayes Agnew, &c. My reports are always 
revised by the man who gives the clinical lecture, and carefully 
written for the printer. They run about three pages, printed 
matter. 

As regards stated correspondence, I would be willing to 
write a monthly or bi-monthly letter upon the new and most 
interesting topics of the day, introducing short references to 
cases. Should ibis meet with your approbation, I should be 
pleased to enter into any arrangement with you which should 
prove satisfactory. 

Hoping to hear from you soon, and to learn what price per 
printed page you would be willing to allow for such material, 

I am, yours truly, * ^ * 

The above very polite letter, from one who is evidently a 
cultivated gentleman, is not even impliedly (xmfidmtial^ and 
we therefore do not think we have done him any impoliteness 
in thus, perhaps, "rushing him into unpremeditated print." 
The letter, however, has its worth, and it is the province of 
journalists to suffer no available materials to go to waste. In 
the first place, we now for the first time "catch a glimpse" of 
the character of the enterprise of some of our brothers of the 
"pen and scissors." In the second place, we have again an 
opportunity to reiterate the declaration that ours is a Western 
jowmal^ to 'be made up of Western nvateridls^ for Westem.men^ 
and m t?ie iMerests of Western meddcme ! 

To show that western idea stands as a prominent factor in 
our editorial existence, and that the idea even pervades our 
household, it was suggested by one of the small boys that we 
say to the Philadelphia gentleman, that if he would "come 
west" we would employ him at a salary ! 

Our notions as to the value of the class of materials, as 
suggested by our correspondent, and the better method of con- 
ducting a medical periodical — at least in this part of the conti- 
nent — ^is set forth in number four of the B^orter, and we 
need say little now upon the subject. We commend the perusal 
of that article to all who contribute to our columns. 
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Meeting of the District Medical Society. 



MORNING SESSION. 

The regular quarterly meeting x)f the District Medical 
Society of Northwest Missouri took place in this city on Octo- 
ber 13th. The Association met at 10 o'clock. Dr. C. J. Siemens 
in the chair. Dr. D. I. Christopher, the Secretary, being 
absent. Dr. F. A. Simmons was appointed Secretary jpro tern,. 
The reading of the minutes was dispensed with and the regu- 
lar roll call deferred till the afternoon session. Drs. Richmond, 
Goslin and Minton were appointed by the Chair as a conmiittee 
on programme, and they reported as follows : 

1. Galling of roll and reading of minutes. 

2. Reading of paper by Dr. Goslin, of Oregon, Mo. 

3. Reading of paper by Dr. J. T. Butler. 

4. Reading of volunteer papers. 

5. Reports of cases and specimens. 

NigH iSMM(m— Reading of paper by Dr. D. I. Christopher. 

AFTERNOON SESSION. 

At the afternoon session the attendance was somewhat 
larger than in the morning, some members having arrived on 
the noon train. The roll call showed the following members 

present : 

B. P. Williamson, P. M. Ramey^ F. A. Simmons, 

J. W. Heddens, W. H. Bryant, C. W. Spicer, 

Wm. H. Hudson, W. L Heddens, A. Mulliniz, 

J. W. Heath, E. A. Donelan, D. t. Christopher, 

John Welsh, C. J. Siemens, W. B. Craig. 

J.R.Scott, T.H.Doyle, J. G. Brownlee, 

G. A. Figenbaum, J. M. Richmond, R. D. Smith, 

N. Brokaw, A. Goslin, Gteo. C. Brown, 

I. S. Minton, G. W. Manning, A. B. Allen, 

W. W. Carter, J. T. Berghoflf, Wm. Hunter. 

The Secretary, Dr. D. I. Christopher, then read the min- 
utes of the previous meeting, in July, and they were approved. 
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There being no reports from oonunittees, all other business 
was passed over, and Dr. Goslin, of Oregon, read a very inter- 
esting paper on ^'Enlargement of the Spleen." Dr. Goslin, 
before reading his paper, stated that he had brought Mrs. 
Scott, of Holt County, as an illustration of what the treament 
of the disease mentioned, by hypodermic injection of Ergot, 
had done. Mrs. Scott was present, and he called the attention 
of the Society to her healthy and rosy appearance, which was 
very noticeable. A few weeks before, he stated, she had been 
suffering greatly from enlargement of the spleen and an almost 
entire absence of blood from the system. He asked that a 
committee of three be appointed to examine the lady and 
report to the Society as to the condition of the spleen. 

The Chair appointed Drs. Spicer, Bichmond and Bryant 
as such committee; and after an examination, they reported 
that they found the patient had an enormous spleen; they 
found that she had been treated with hypodermic injection of 
Ergot, and after seven injections she was almost entirely cured 
and the enlargement was almost gone. (See paper in this 
number.) 

Dr. Sinmions thought the paper one of the best oh that 
subject he had ever read ; it was plain and practical, and he 
liked it. He thought, however, that in' some cases enlarge- 
ment of the spleen was necessary for the welfare of the patient 
The doctor took the position that in inflammations of the liver, 
and other abdomin^ and thoracic viscera, the congestions of 
the spleen acted as a safety-valve, or rather as reservoir into 
which surplus blood is stored — a dwerUcvhmi^ really. He 
thought also that the causes of the enlargement of the spleen 
should be looked at and stopped, as well as to simply reduce 
the enlargement. Quinine was one of the most powerfiil 
agents to reduce the spleen. He was afraid of injecting Eigot 
into the spleen ; he preferred the subcutaneous injection. 

Dr. Craig thought Ergot had a more rapid effect on 
enlargement of the spleen than any other agent. It had been 
his habit to give hypodermic injections. He recommended 
injection of Ergot into the spleen. 

Dr. J. W. Heddens agreed with Dr. Gtoslin, and reported 
one or two cases that had come under his care when injections 
of Ergot had been beneficial. 
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Dr. J. M. Bichmond was much interested in the subject, 
and wanted an explanation of what enlargement of the spleen 
was, what caused it, and the manner in which Ergot effected 
the cure. He seemed to think the cures mentioned by others 
was due to Quinine as much as to the Ergot 

Dr. Doyle said the hypodermic injection of Ergot was an 
authorized operation that had been exercised for four or five 
years. He thought there was no doubt that no other agent 
would effect so rapid a reduction as Ergot. 

Drs. Siemens and Goslin closed the discussion, which 
brought out many interesting facts in regard to the disease and 
the remedy. 

Dr. Butler was down on the programme for an essay, but 
as he was not present, several pathological specimens were 
exhibited, after which the meeting adjourned till 7 o'clock. 

EVENING SESSION. 

The Society met at 8 o'clock, with a good attendance. The 
first business was receiving appUcations for membership, and 
Dr. Lockett, of Flag Springs, and Dr. Young, of Forbes, pre- 
sented petitions for admission to membership in the Society. 
The petitions were referred to a committee consisting of Drs. 
Spicer, Goslin and Simmons. The committee reported favor- 
ably, and both gentlemen were elected by ballot as members. 

Dr. J. M. Richmond then read a paper on the treatment 
of displacement of the womb. It contained many good ideas, 
and was well received by the Society. 

Dr. D. I. Christopher read a very interesting and instruct- 
ive paper on Ophthalmia Neonatorum. The paper was, by a 
unanimous vote, recived by the Society. 

Dr. F. A. Simmons agreed with the sentiments expressed 
in the paper, and was pleased to note the tendency to make 
the treatment of the eye mild, and went on to discuss other 
matters in connection with the eye. 

Dr. W. I. Heddeiis also discussed the paper, differing 
somewhat from some of Dr. Christopher's treatment. 

Dr. Craig also made a few remarks on the subject, differ- 
ing from some of the suggestions of Dr. Simmons. 

Dr. Spicer, of Andrew County, read a volunteer paper on 
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the treatment of diphtheria, which, he said, was at present 
epidemic in Andrew Cpmity. The doctor gave a detafled 
statement of the symptoms of the disease, and outlined his 
treatment In Fillmore, out of a population of 1,500, they 
had had twenty cases and four deaths. He wanted to know 
how frequent cases occurred elsewhere, and some statement as 
to treatment by others. 

Dr. Groslin stated that there were a number of cases in 
Holt County, chiefly along the water courses. He also gave 
some account of cases in his practice. The chief cause was, 
he thought, blood poison, and that was what they had to com- 
bat.^ Dr. Goslin gave his treatment of the disease, and said if 
there was an epidemic of diphtheria, he calculated physicians 
would lose from twenty to fifty per cent. 

Dr. Smith said he had been through three epidemics of 
diphtheria, but he had no better remedies than heroic doses of 
Quinine and whisky. He kept the patient drunk from the start. 

Dr. Doyle thought the disease of diphtheria a very impor- 
tant one. There was a difference of opinion as to whether it 
was constitutional or local affection. He thought primarily it 
was a local disease, and constitutional secondarily, when the 
system had absorbed putrid matter. Just as he was able to 
control the local affection, his patient got well. When the 
local affection got beyond his control, his patient had died. 

Dr. Siemens said his experience agreed almost entirely 
with that of Dr. Doyle. When he first came to this country, 
there was a severe epidemic of diphtheria in Pennsylvania. 
"The most successftil physician was the one who used only 
Chlorate of Potash. He used this to a certain extent ten years 
ago, and only lost three cases out of forty. The treatment, 
however, required constant application. In his treatment now 
he used other remedies in addition to this. He thought it a 
local disease. 

Dr. Kgenbaum made a few remarks on the subject. He 
did not think it entirely a local disease, and that it must be a 
constitutional disease. His constitutional treatment was whisky 
and Quinune, which counteracted the blood poison, with other 
local applications to aid them. 

The next subject for discussion was puerpo-malarial fever. 
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Dr. Doyle had never heard of such a disease. 

Dr. Bryant made a short speech ridiculing what he termed 
the malarial mania. 

Dr. Bichmond differed with Dr. Bryant in his assertion 
that there was no such thing as puerperal-malarial fever, as it 
arose sometimes from inflammatory causes. He thought there 
was such a thing as a puerperal woman taking on malarial fever, 
which, for want of a better name, was given that referred to. 

Dr. Doyle could not see the necessity of such a name. 
Women who had given birth to a child, often took on malarial 
forms of fever, but thought it could not properly be the name 
above referred to. He thought the names of diseases should 
be kept as simple as possible. 

Dr. Spicer differed with Dr. Doyle on this question. He 
thought a great many diseases were caused by malaria, which 
simply means bad air. ^ 

Dps. Bryant, Simmons and Richmond 'continued the dis- 
cussion at mm» length, bringing out many new points in regard 
to the disease. 

Drs. Richmond, Doyle and Heddens were appointed a 
conmiittee to select essayists and subjects for the next meeting. 

The janitor was allowed $2 for his services. 

The committee on essayists and subjects reported as fol- 
lows r 

^MaiTMtf— Dr. J. A. Fegenbaum, Dr. R. H. Smith, Dr. J. W. Hjsd- 
dens, Dr. F. A. Simmons, Dr. J. P. Butler and Dr. E. A. Donelan. 

BuJbjtet for DUcuBHon — '* Meningitis.'* 

» 

The meeting then adjourned till the next regular meeting 
in January, 1881. 



♦.#» ♦ 



The Pen. 



Wb have received the volume of "Transactions" Mis- 
souri State Medical Association for 1880. This, we think, is 
the neatest publication of the kind which the State Society has 
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ever issued. We doubt the propriety, however, of makmg the 
monetary outlay necessary to get out such works — ^particularly 
when such parts of them as are of real value could very well 
be condensed into a form where it could go into a siogle issue 
of any of our larger journals. We cannot omit to notice one 
portion of its contents — ^the report of the Committed on Med- 
ical Education. The author of the report says, in speaking of 
one of the medical schools, that its "standard of graduation" 
is higher than that of any of the other schools. We fail to 
how this is possible, when at the same time a communication 
is introduced from a prominent professional gentlemen, tending 
to place a low estimate upon clinical advantages, and applying 
his theory directly to the conditions of this school. Alto- 
gether, however, this report of Dr. Laws is an interesting one, 
and is, we think, a move in the right direction. By it we see 
that there are seven medical schools id the State : three in St 
Louis, one in Kansas City, two in St. Joseph, and the medical 
department of the State University, at Columbia. There were 
in attendance at these schools foij the scholastic year 1779-80, 
six hundred and nineteen students, of whom two hundred and 
fifteen graduated. 

There are a number of well written papers among those 
which constitute' the body of the volume, among which, one 
by Dr. Engelman, of St. Louis, on the dangers attending even 
v^ simple uterine manipulations, is worthy of thorough study. 

ti the back part of i^e volume, in giving the list of offi- 
cers who have served the society from its beginning, I see the 
name of the writer, Dr. J. P. Chesney, omitted. This is not 
the first time this has been done, and I am of the opinion that 
it is about time the mistake was corrected. / was elected aecre- 
ta/ry of the society at St. Joseph in 1872, and in such capacity 
edited the "Transactions" of that year. Dr. "Dick" Anderson 
resigned as secretary of the society, and Dr. J. P. Chesney was 
elected to fill the place thus made vacant. This is a small 
matter, and the writer has no disposition to be querulous ; but if 
4liere are honors in the publication of the names of former offi- 
cers of the society, let us give honors to whom honors are due. 
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We have also been favored with a copy of the "Transac- 
tions" of the State Medical Society of Kansas for 1880. The 
work shows that the society has a large membership, located 
in all parts of the State. We regard this as sufficient evidence 
of its prosperity and usefulness. The volume has also some 
good papers, and is, altogether, a very readable volume. We 
congratulate our brethren "over the river." 

Among the list of its members we note many old, familiar 
names — ^names with which we became acquainted and which 
we learned to honor long years in the past, when they and we 
met side by side in the pages of the Leavenworth Medical 
Herald. Then we labored with them to hiild up a reputable 
literature and a worthy profession in the infantile West.^ The 
names we refer to are those of Cochrane, Lanphear, Shoyer, 
Newman, Sinks, Le Carpentieur, Brockj Starmout, Prentiss, 
Thomas, ^eeley, Burge, and many others. 

Lately, we have had differences with these gentlemen, as 
members of their State Society-Differences not of our seeking, 
but which were intruded upon us without reasonable cause — 
almost without pretext. We refer, of course, to the society in 
its attitude toward the College of Physicians and Surgeons of 
this city — of whose faculty we are a member. We do not 
think, however, now that we have had time to Reflect, that any 
one of the gentiemen named, nor, perhaps, hardly any med- 
ical man in Kansas, would knowingly have done us a wrong. 
We know how such resolutions as that of which we write 
are usually disposed of in medical meetings. The resolution 
concerned no one, probably, in the State, except the mover of 
it ; and as it is not customary to vote no on resolutions which 
do not di/rectly concern us, the proposition carried perhaps 
through mere indifiFerence on the part of the members — ^no six 
•of them, ten minutes later, remembering that such a resolution 
had been before the society. We have seen enough of society 
work to know how such things go. , Taking this view of the 
matter, we are willing to believe that at the next meeting of the 
society it will cheerfully rescind its action in regard to the 
institution above named. 
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Editoi\»s Drawei^. 



Dr. Hughes, editor of the Aliemst cmd Newrologisty — the 
splendid "quarterly" of scientific, clinical and forensic psychi- 
atry and neurology, — has placed us under obligations for 
several "reprints" from his own versatQe pen, — ^reprints from 
the pages of the several numbers of his own and other jour- 
nals. The first is. The MecUcchLegal Aspect of Cerebral Local- 
ization a/nd Aphasia', AUenist cmd JVeurologistj July, 1880, 
(conclusion.) Notes on Newrasthenia : Views of a Pioneer 
American Writer — Alienist amd Newrologisty October, 1880. 
Reflex Cerebral Hyperamda : Bead before St. Louis Medical 
Society — St. Louis Medical amd Sm^gical Jowmal^ June, 1880 ; 
and a deeply interesting paper, just published, entitled Reflex 
Cofrdmc Ga/ngUopathif^ with Hered4,tary LHatheds, The Alien/- 
ist amd Newrologist is one of our largest and best "American 
quarterlies," and is devoted to the cultivation of a field in 
pathology and its necessary therapeutics, which is assuming a 
gr&ve importance in American medicine. The wide-spread and 
rapidly growing mental and nervous disturbances of our people 
cannot escape the notice of the most casual medical observer, 
and to be competent to grapple with them the physician must 
possess all the light accessible : this light is recent — ^not com- 
monly found in books, but mostly in periodical literature, 
and of this the Alienist amd Newrologsit^ we think, is superior. 
To any of our readers who may desire it, the AUenist amd Neur 
rologist and the St. Joseph Medicaid and Surgical Eeporter 
can be funished for one year for $5. Subscriptions may be 
sent to either Dr. Hughes, 1126 St. Ailge avenue, St Louis, or 
to the Medical ajnd Surgical Reporter, St. Joseph, Mo. 



The beautiful volume — BaHhohw^s Practice of Med/icvne 
— ^is on our table. This work is published by the well known 
house of D. Appleton & Co., New York, and is a model of 
typographical and mechanical neatness. The book is made up 
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mostly from matter which has coma under the author's imme- 
diate notice during an -"extensive professional career — observa- 
tions made under the broadest and most varied conditions, — 
he having had active experience as to the maladies common to 
Kansas, Utah, Colorado, New Mexico, Minnesota, Washington, 
Baltimore, Nashville, &c.,/ during his connection with the 
medical staff of the United States Army, — ^while his long 
residence at Cincinnati renders him particularly fitted to treat 
of the maladies of the Mississippi Valley. These, together 
with the fact that Dr. Bartholow has long been a most active 
contributor to the more valuable literature of the profession, 
should procure for his work a large patronage from the pro- 
fession in the West ; and as the very latest work on practice 
issued from the American press, we bespeak for it a large sale. 



We have been favored by Dr. Bryce, of the Southern 
Glmic^ Richmond, Va., with a copy of the Philadelphia Record^ 
the newspaper which had the enterprise that "floored" Buch- 
anan's diploma mill. The number before us is for July 17th, 
1880, and contains a Kst of the names of those who hold "sheep- 
skins" from the learned doctor's "institute." It gives us 
pleasure, as well as a little surprise, to note that very few 
indeed of these bogus doctors are denizens of the West : we 
believe that of the ten or twelve thousand to whom these cer- 
tificates were issued, hardly more than a dozen can be found 
west of the Mississippi — ^Missouri, Kansas, Nebraska, &c., 
being almost uncontaminated with the names. While all the 
States, the Canadas and some foreign countries have their 
quota, yet it seems that Pennsylvania took the lead in ftimish- 
ing patrons to the "institution." We presume they acted upon 
the principle of sustaining hrnne ervterprises. 



The St. Joseph College of Physicians and Surgeons has 
entered upon the second year of its existence under most flat- 
tering auspices, — ^having, at the beginning of its course, Octo- 
ber 4th, a class of sixty. These young men represent almost 
every State west of the Alleghenies, and in intelligence, culture 
and gentlemanly deportment, would do credit to any school in 
the Union. St. Joseph does nothing by "halves." 
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We see tliat Dr. Harry Sims who "went west" two or 
three years ago and located in San Francisco, is quitting that 
city • and returning to New York to take up his residence. 
Dr. Sims is the son of the eminent J. Marion Sims, whom the 
whole gynsecological world delights to honor, and he seems to 
have been popular among the professional men of the great 
western metropolis, if their journals are a proper index to that 
fact ; but it seems probable ^e people knew little of the guest 
they entertained, and so are content to let him return to his old 
home. Dr. Harry Sims seems to have been an active member 
of the -z^j^^r^J^^ professional organizations in the great city, and 
the profession there wiU no doubt miss him. 



We direct the special attention of our readers to the rates 
of commutation as established by the AUenist amd Newrologist 
and our Reporter. By this arrangement the reader can get a 
copy of the Reporter one year gratuitoush/^ as the regular 

subscription price of Dr. Hughes' quarterly is $5. 

^ 

Since our last issue we have received in exchange a copy 
of the Indjiam/i Medical Reporter^ Evansville. This is a neat 
monthly, edited by Drs. Owen, Harper and Oompton, and is 
no doubt a valued and welcome visitor to the office of its many 
readers. We wish it abundant success. 



Why does not some able-bodied individual desirous of 
wide-spread notoriety, hie him to Chicago or New York and 
see how long he can survive without a nap. 

On page 134, in Dr. Donelan's article, third line, the 
reader will please insert a semicolon (;) between the words 
*' agents" and "by." 

The demand for copies of this journal has increased to 
such an extent that it necessitates an additional number of the 
present issue. 

We have on hand interesting original articles from a num- 
ber of medical gentlemen, for December number. 

We wiU begin volume two of the Reporter Jan. 1st, 1881. 



MEDICAL BOOKS. 

We hereby inform Medical Student^ attending lectures in 
the city, and students and medical men generally, that we 
make the sale of 

MEDICAL BOOKS A SPECIALTY, 

Keep on hand and supply at short notice any Medical Books 
called for, and at the 




for which they can be bought. Our sales of Medical Books 
during the past year have been heavy — surpassing any trade 
in this line ever before made in thiiS city. Ours is the only 
house west of Chicago and St. Louis makjpg Medical Books 
a leading feature. Orders by mail will be filled promptly 
and satisfaction guarateed. 




Opera Mouse Bloek, St. Josephf Mo. 



WILLIAM LOVING, 

omsT m muMi 

Agent for Tiemann^s Celebrated 

Surreal InstrumeEts, 

And a complete stock of 

Wy eth's and Squibbs' Preparations 

Always on hand. 

ST. JOSEPH, MO. 

MEDICAL 

AND 

HisceUaneous Books. 

Most Complete Stock 

IlSr THE "WEST 
At the IiO'vest Prices. 

ERNST & BRILL, 

Ofen Imm M Ston, - 8T. J08IPI, 10. 



J. P. COOPER, 

Dealer in 

Orap, Vedm, Wall Fapor, 

NOTIONS, ETC., 
South Side Square^ Sayannah^ Mo. 

E. DAVIS & CO., 



APOTHECARIES, 



Cor. Tntli and OliTe Stnttt, 



ST, JOSBPH4 



m. 



PHTSIGIANS AND SUMEORS, 



Will begin its Second Course of Leetnres on tlie 4th of October, 1880. 



This School has met with anparalleled saccess. Its first Class was 
larger than an^ Medical School in the State of Missouri, outside of St. 
Louis. Its Clinics were large and varied, both in Medicine and Surgery. 
There were operations for Stone in the Bladder, for Strabismus, for 
Torticollis, Resection of Elbow Joint, Amputations of Leg, Hand, Fingers, 
Foot, Eve, Aspiration of Pleural Cavity, of Abscess of Liver, Trephin- 
ing of ^ull, &c., &c.« &c. 

There is a Frbb Disfbnsabt connected with the College, which is 
largely patronized. The City Hospital is under the control of this 
School, and Clinics are held twice a week at the College and daily at the 
Hospital. There is ample provision for Dissecting on fresh material 
under the direction of a Competent Demonstrator. 

The College 'is owned and controlled by the Faculty, all of whom 
are well established and successful Practitioners in active practice, who 
are determined to spare no pains to make the 

College of Physicians and Surgeons 

A Medical School of High Character and Practical TJusef ulness to its 
Graduates. There will be from five to six Lectures every day. Physi- 
cians who have been three years in reputable practice can Graduate by 
attending a full Course of Lectuves, onpassing a satisfactory examination. 

Fees for the entire Course are THiRTY-Fiys Dollabs (f85). Full 
Catalogues sent on application. 

There were fourteen Graduates the First Session, all of whom are 
now in good practice. 

The Faculty all being Western men, are well acquainted with the 
diseases of the West, and the wants of Western Physcians and Students. 

Boarding can be had at from Thbbb to Foub Dollabs per week. 



The Following are the Names of the 

S" .A. C TJ I- T 

And the Branches Taught by Them. 

HUGH TBBYOR, B. A., M. D., office at the Court House, room No. 14, Bmeritas Pro- 
fessor of Sargerr. 

W. L HEDDBN8, M. D., 404 Francis street, Professor of Prinqtples and Practice of 
Medicine, and Clinical Medicine. 

JACOB OBIGBR, M. D , comer Third and Bdmond streets. Professor of Principles and 
Practice of Surgery, Orthopedic Surgery and Clinical Surgery. 

W. H. BRYANT, M. D., Savannah, Mo., Professor of Obstetrics and Diseases of Women. 

J. W. HBDDBNS, M. D., 404 Francis streets. Professor of Surgical and Descriptive 
Anatomy, and Genito-Urinary Diseases, Secretary. 

B. A. DONBLAN, M. D., 800 Fifth street. Professor of Materia Medica, Therapeutics 

and Diseases of Children. 
F. A SIMMONS, M. D., comer Felix and Bighth streets, Professor of Physiology and 

Diseases of the Nervous System. 
S. F. CARPBNTBR, M. D., comer Bighth and Bdmond streets. Professor of Chemistry 

and Lecturer on Diseases of the Chest. 
P. J. EIRSCHNBR, M. D^ Third and Bdmond streets. Demonstrator of Anatomy. 

C. G. HUBBBLL, M. D., Fourth and Francis sireets. Lecturer on Bye and Ear. 

J. P. CHBSNBT, M. D., comer Bighth and Felix streets. Professor of Gvnscology. 
C. H. DARBY, D. D. S., Third street, between Jule and Faraon, Lecturer oniyental 

Surgery. 
GOV. SILAS WOODSON, Lecturer on Medical Jurisprudence. 
W. I. HBDDBNS, 404 Francis street, Dbah. 



SHARP & DOHME, 



MANUFACTURING 



Chemists and Pharmacists, 

BAIiTIlCOB,B, ACS. 

Manufacturers of all the officinal and other standard 

FLUID and SOLID EXTRACTS, 

Including all the NEW REMEDIES ; 

PURS CHSMICALS, ELIXIRS, SYRUPS, BTC^ 

Saccharaied Pepsin and Dialysed Iron, 

We also prepare a full line of Perfectly Soluble 

SUGAR-COATED PILLS, 

Comprising all the officinal and other well-known favorite formulae. 

These PILLS are all prepared with the utmost care, under our 
immediate supervision. 

THE DRUGS entering into their composition are of the best quality. 

The quantities and proportions are invariably as represented on the 
labels. 

The excipients to make the masses are carefully chosen in each 
case, to make the Pill permanently soluble in the fluids of the Stomach 
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Of^iqinal A.I\TICLES 



On Fasting : A Brief Critical iJ'ote, 



By C. H. hughes, M. P., St. Louis, Mo. 



Another physiological idiosyncrasy has passed into medi- 
cal history, to be classed with the Colonel Townsends, the 
Alexis St. Martins, the Phineas P. Gages, et id ovvne genus. 
Dr. Tanner, instead of becoming a ghastly corpse, is now a 
wonderful gastrologic corpus^ and all the journals have ven- 
tured opinions on his venter. The sequel of his prolonged 
abstinence reveals as great a gastronome as faster. 

Tanner's success was probably due to an exceptionally 
powerful organism, free from hereditary tendencies to disease, 
and to that rare degree of inhibitory psychical influence which 
a strong and confident will is capable of exerting for a time 
over retrograde metamorphosis in the tissues essential to per- 
sisting vitality. . Should Tanner try the same feat again there 
is no certainty that he would succeed any better than Colonel 
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Townsend finally did, who stopped his heart's action once too 
.often, and died in consequence. Tanner was beaten six days 
by the hog whose history we gave in our medical brief on 
" Eeserve Force " in June, 1879, which survived ; and by poor 
Eeuben Kelsey, of Ne'v^ York, thirteen days, who, however, 
paid, in death, the penalty of his folly ; and further still by 
Dr. Desborroux Bernard's well authenticated case of the starv- 
ing prisoner of Toulouse, who lived sixty-three days on water, 
and cheated the gallows of its due. Yet, if we except the 
forty days fast in the wilderness, and the fast of the Indian 
Fakirs, Tanner may be regarded as the champion living faster, 
and may take his place among the Westons, the Windships and 
Blondins as a ra/ra a/ois of the genvs homo. If he follows the 
example of Heniy Clay, and refrains from imperiling his repu- 
tation by a second effort, he may keep his place in history as 
the man of the remarkable stomach, and be remembered as we 
remember the " cast iron man," the India rubber man, etc. ; or 
he may be remembered as we recall the memory of poor Sana 
Patch, who went once too often off the bridge and under the 
waters of Niagara. As Dr. Edgar lived over three score years 
with a heart that would not in all probability sustain the 
writer's or the reader's vitality for a week, and as Dr. Binkley's 
patient, Jo. Barger, whom we lately saw at Shawneetown, HI., 
survived, without paralysis or impairment of reason, a gunshot 
wound of the head equal in extent to that of Gage's, so we 
wonder that Dr. Tanner lives ; but his experiment demon- 
states none of his theories, and overthrows no generally estab- 
lished fact in regard ta the necessity of timely and daily 
alimentation, or the usual evil consequences of prolonged 
abstinence. 
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Puerperal Convulsions Successfully Treated 
with Chloroform and Bromide of Potash. 

By J. C. BERNARD, M. D., Hayiossyillb, Mo. 



Wednesday morning, October 13, 1 o'clock a. m., I was 
called to visit Mrs. A. C, aet. 19. Nervous sanguine tempera- 
ment, in labor with her first child. Upon my arrival I was 
informed that she had had a 'convulsion ; I found her com- 
plaining of a severe frontal headache, pulse full, and excessive 
throbbing of the carotids. I learned from her nurse that she 
had been suffering with labor pains from the previous day up 
to the time of my visit. In a short time another convulsion 
came on with mpre severity than the first ; after it ceased I 
commenced giving chloroform by inhalation until anaesthesia 
was produced. I then withheld it until consciousness returned. 
I found it producing a very tranquilizing effect, which gave me 
encouragement to continue its use. Upon digital examination 
I discovered the os dilated and the labor in its second stage. 
Four o'clock a. m., she gave birth to a small child, about 7^ 
months in utero gestation. After the removal of the placenta, 
she rested well for one hour, then the convulsions returned; 
after they passed off I resumed the use of the chloroform ; — 
ordered the nurse to give her bromide potash in Sss doses, 
every three hours. Between 8 and 9 o'clock a. m. convulsions 
returned — had two in close succession; the bromide of potash 
was increased to 51 every three hours. Visited patient at 6 
p. M., found her resting quietly, pulse soft and regular, breath- 
ing normal, answers questions intelligibly; ordered oleum 
ricini, Sss, spirits terebinth, min. x ; bowels moved at midnight, 
and she rested well the remainder of the night. Next morning 
she expressed herself as feeling as well as she ever did ; at 
this writing, October 25th, she is entirely restored. 
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Etiology. — ^At our meeting two months ago, I heard a 
very learned and interesting paper on Etiology. The writer 
took strong grounds, and quoted many authors to prove tiiat 
conta&:ous diseases are never produced by any cause save con- 
tagion or infection, ti>at one cLe of typhoid fever is always the 
product of another case of typhoid fever. This theory was 
indorsed by two of the gentiemen present. 

I make this short reply because I believe their opinion 
erroneous and dangerous ; erroneous, in as much as I am 
convinced that typhoid fever in many cases does originate 
spontaneously ; dangerous, because disseminating such belief 
in a community, is calculated to cause a disregard of sanitary 
precautions. 

I will quote but few authors in support of my views ; it is 
useless to do so because of the diflerence of opinion among 
them. A large majority of those of the British Isles take the 
opposite side, whilst in France and Germany the majority deny 
contagion. 

But there is one feature in the ar^ment of my young friend 
which is not sustained by a single author, as far as I know ; 
that is the statement that "as showers of dust have been known 
to fall on ships a thousand, and sixteen hundred miles from 
land, therefore, the spora of typhoid fever may be carried great 
distances by currents of air, thus accounting for contagion in 
cases of fever appearing in isolated localities where none had 
been known for miles around." 

This argument seems highly poetic in view of the fact that 
the most staunch contagionists admit that the contagion of fever 
is feeble, and becomes harmless even a few feet away. 

Watson, whom I deem the best guide on practice, is of 
the opinion that continued fever is always the product of con- 
tagion, yet he says, "There is reason to believe that the poison, 



sdssoBS. 165 



unless pent up, does not remain active at any great distance 
from the person from whom it proceeds, not even many yards 
or feet." 

This quotation wiU express the views of aU the contagionists 
whom I have read or seen quoted, and, if true, completely 
explodes the above fanciful dust theory. 

K I were compelled to define the cause of typhoid fever in 
one word, it would be — filth, 

I do not assert that filth alone will produce fever, but that 
if combined with certain electrical and other causes, not weU 
understood, it may, and often does produce fevers that once 
produced become infectious ; for I readily admit that typhoid 
fever is infectious, and is often produced by infection. 

That it is never engendered, is to suppose that the Creator 
created Adam and Eve with the seeds of all the infectious dis- 
eases in them, and thus transmitted them to us, their descend- 
ants : an idea utterly preposterous. 

Then, if those diseases had in the first instance a sponta- 
neous origin, under some peculiar circumstances, why may not 
those circumstances occur a&:ain and a&:ain? 

Tweedie says, "The ^ary se^ of typhoid fever, prop- 
erly so called, is proved to be in the blood, caused by the 
introduction of animal or vegetable effluvia into that fiuid." 

And further he says, "There can be no doubt that the 
most potent febrile poisons are the exhalations from the bodies 
of persons laboring under some form of fever. The proofs on 
tills point are so clear and satisfactory, fliat few persons deny 
that fever originates in contagion. To assert that contagion is 
the only principle capable of producing the disease, evinces a 
very limited notion of the circumstances under which fever is 
generated." 

And further he says, "The human body, not only when 
affected by disease, but, under certain circumstances, in a state 
of health, generates a poison which gives rise to fevers. This 
principle, notwiflistanding flie reasoning of ingenioiis disputants, 
has been incontrovertibly established by a multitude of facts." 

I could go on with quotations similar to the above, from a 
host of autiiors, many of them contagionists, as Tweedie was, 
but I deem it unnecessary. In fact, I do not think that the 
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great authors are good judges of the question under discussion, 
for their experience has been confined to large cities, where it 
is impossible to prove non-contagion. 

Country practitioners have a better chance to draw correct 
conclusions ; therefore, let us resort to our own good common 
sense and observations. 

Mayslick, Mt. Sterling and Paris, Kentucky, which form a 
triangle some thirty miles apart, have. long been known as 
places terribly scourged with typhoid fever, breaking out every 
few years and proving terribly destructive to the inhabitants 
of those places, at times when the surrounding counties were 
free from fever. So marked was this, for a long series of years 
in Paris, that the citizens 'of Bourbon county, of which Paris is 
the county seat, called it "Paris fever." Sometimes these 
three places would have the scourge for several years in suc- 
cession, then would be exempt for four, five, or .six years. 
Surely there must have been some IqcoI cause for this. 

One February, in the early fifties, it appeared in four 
fam^ies in Fleming county, Kentucky. I could trace no con- 
tagion, but found plenty of evidence in surrounding filth to 
satisfy me of its spontaneous origin in each family. These 
families lived several miles apart in sequestered localities. 
There were six cases in the four families, and although they 
were freely visited by neighbors, no other cases occurred for 
miles around. 

January, 1859, four cases appeared within o^ few days of 
esfcch other, in a family four miles from Linneus, Missouri. It 
was a family who lived in great isolation, in an old log house, 
weather-boarded and plastered, with floors well to the ground. 
Let me here remark that I have never seen a family occupying 
an old decaying building of this kind who enjoyed good health. 
The family were slovenly in their habits. These four cases 
were very severe, but all recovered. I attended them, and 
living at the county seat^, had every facility to know that there 
were no other cases in the county at the time. 

During the illness of these four cases, a young married 
lady of Linneus, with her two daughters and a negro boy, driver, 
went to the place and spent three days and nights, came home, 
and in about two weeks all four sickened of the disease within 
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a few days of each other; all four died. They were visited by 
four physicians regularly, and were constantly nursed by 
neighbors, but no other case of typhoid fever appeared in lin- 
neus that winter or spring. 

A contagionist could sieze upon those four latter cases as 
proof positive of contagion ; but could not the nonncontagionist, 
by combining the facts of the eight cases, have the better argu- 
ment, when he asserts that the disease is not contagious, and 
that the latter four only imbibed the local poison that produced 
the disease in the first four. 

I have seen again and again, in country localities, where 
the disease had not been seen for years, scarlet fever, mumps, 
measles and whooping cough, suddenly appear in great 
numbers of cases in a few days, so suddenly and in so great 
numbers as to utterly preclude the idea of contagion. Yet few 
will deny that these diseases are contagious. 

. In support of this view, many authors could be quoted. 
Ferguson, Inspector General of British Army Hospitals, says : 
^'All that has been urged against the contagiousness of plague 
applies with equal force in the case of diseases notoriously con- 
tagious, as small pox, typhoid fever, scarlatina and measles. 
These diseases arise or become epidemic from some atmos- 
pheric or terrestrial cause, rage for a certain time, and finaUy, 
when the epidemic cause ceases, decline. During their preva- 
lence they spread both from an epidemical cause as well as by 
contagion." 

It is my firm belief that most, if not all contagious diseases, 
do sometimes, under peculiar circumstances with which we are 
not well acquainted, arise spontaneously. 

You have here in this town, with its boasted wealth of 
intellect and ducats, and I presume in all towns, not provided 
with sewers, a want of sanitary precaution sufficient to disgust 
and shock the intelligence of a savage. K the world advances 
in improvements in the next hundred years as it has in the last, 
it will be hard for the then generation to believe the historians 
of this day, when they read of your privy vaults. I presume 
there are five hundred in\ this little city, pits ten to fifteen feet 
deep, in which are the accumulated secretions from the human 
body for decades, continually sending forth their noxious vapors, 
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debilitating and poisoning the inhabitants. No wonder you 
have, and have had scarlatina for eighteen months. No 
wonder yon have typhoid fever. The wonder is that you are 
not decimated ; and were it not that nature humanely permits 
the t human body to become inured to poison, and gives those • 
habitually exposed to it greater immunity than those accus- 
tomed to breathe pure air, you would be. 

No need to look for the cause of disease to be wafted to 
you by aerial waves, when you have such sinks of pollution 
and death in your midst 

This question was cursorily discussed at our last meeting. 
I spoke of sixteen Irishmen in Kentucky, who in 1851-52, 
wintered in a log hut, twelve by fourteen feet, who had daubed 
it as tight as mud could make it. When warm weather com- 
menced in the spring, they began to come to me, feeble, pale, 
torpid, with flabby, trembling tongues. At last I was sent for 
to visit the hut, and found the condition above described. 
Thed the cause of the illness of my visitors was plain. I thought 
the horrid stench of the shanty enough to breed any disease, 
and told the boss that his men were poisoning themselves with 
their own filth and foul air. We punched numerous holes in 
the hut, and ordered a thorough washing, scrubbing and airing 
of the place and its contents. In a few days the Irishmen 
were themselves again. 

I expressed the belief that those men would have had 
ship-fever, typhus, if their condition had not been speedily 
changed ; that they were generating the disease by their own 
foul secretions and the want of oxygen in the air they were 
breathing. It was especially this opinion which my learned 
fiiend ridiculed, and which called forth his argument, so much 
more eloquent than scientific, that I did not know what I was 
talking about; that 'if the men were really in the incipient 
stage of fever no sanitary precautions could have averted it, etc. 

As it would be equally unpleasant to your readers and to 
myself were I to reply in a similar strain, I have endeavored 
to state my own views concisely, and I will close with the 
statement of a fact that few will dispute, that persons may be, 
and often are exposed to the exciting cause of diseases, whether 
they be emanations from the sick or atmospheric poisons, to an 
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extent that disturbs the healthy functioiis of the body, so much 
so that ihey are quite unwell, and yet, by timely removal from 
the exciting cause, the powers of nature, the vis medicatrix 
naturse, throws off the incipient disease that would have been 
fiilly developed had the person remained exposed. 

But when continued fever has once fully formed, I admit 
there is no known process that can prevent its running its 
regular course. — JV^. W. JSa/rris^ M, D.^in St. Louis Ccmrierof 
Medicmei. 

What is Life ? — Is science making any advance towards 
solving the mystery of the evolution of life? At the last 
meeting of the American Association for the Advancement oJf 
Science, Prof. G. F. Barker, the President, read an essay on 
this question. The essay is one that our profession ought to 
read ; it is as masterly in research as it is pregnant with start- 
ling suggestions. 

Quoting the' definition of life of Kuess, of Strasbourg, 
"life is all that cannot be explained by chemistry and pjiys- 
ics," Prof. Barker protests against the assumption that the 
equation of life is altogether insoluble ; it is being hemmed in 
on all sides. One by one the phenomena of life hitherto 
regarded as "vital" are resolving themselves into simple 
chemical processes. In the organism, starch is converted into 
sugar, just as it is in the laboratory. Urea, so constant a pro- 
duct of the body's chemistry, can be formed artificially by the 
chemist. Digestion is a chemical process that can be easily 
reproduced in the laboratory. Respiration is a purely chemical 
function. Absorption is osmotic, and therefore physical. Cir- 
culation is a simple hydraulic function. Coagulation has been 
shown to be purely chemical. Even the action of muscles, here- 
tofore regarded as a vital phenomenon, is now admitted to be a 
physical one. 

The function of the nervous system is less amenable to 
such classification, inasmuch as it is less understood. Prof. 
Barker believes that the dutv of the nerve fibre is the trans- 
mission of energy, and that this energy is in all probability 
electrical. He likens the motor and sensory nerves to a double 
telegraph line. It is highly probable that when the nature of 
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electricity has been more closely investigated, the functions of 
nerve-ceUs will prove to be, like everything else of the earth, 
earthy, the result of the play of known physical laws. 

Prof. Barker argues that as the energy of the brain comes 
from the food, the brain must act like a machine and transform 
energy. Mental action is accompanied by heat, and requires a 
distinct time for its performance. . By th^ measurement with 
the noemotachometer, one twenty-fifth of a second, for in- 
stance, is found necessary to form a judgment on the priority of 
two impulses acting on the same sense. The amount also of 
nervous action can be measured by the quantity of blood used 
in its performance. 

Thus is a new physiology being developed by Bain, Mauds- 
ley, Spencer and others, based on natural laws as applied to 
mental phenomena. Emotion, in this new science, is the sen- 
sibility of the vesicular neurin to ideas. Memory, the regis- 
tration of stimuli by nutrition. Keflection is the reflex action 
of the cells in relation to cerebral ganglia. ' Attention is the 
arrest of the transformation of energy for a moment. Ratioci- 
nation is the balancing of one energy against another. Will is 
the reaction of impressions outward. And so on through the 
list. 

It is chemical science that is flooding with light the "mys- 
teries of the so-called "vital" processes. It is to chemistry 
that the scientific world look for the solution of the problem of 
life. "Chemistry," says Prof. Barker, "encourages the expec- 
tation that there ydll yet be found the precise proteid of which 
the changes of protoplasm are properties. The rapid march of 
recent organic synthesis makes jit quite certain that every dis- 
tinct chemical substance of the living body will ultimately be 
produced in the laboratory, and this from inorganic mate- 
rials. Given only the exact constitution of a compound, and 
its synthesis follows. When, therefore, -the chemist shall suc- 
ceed in producing a mass constitutionally identical with proto- 
plasmic albumen, there is every reason to expect that it will 
, exhibit aU the phenomena which characterize its life." 

Protoplasm is the physical basis of all life, animal and 
vegetable. K, as Prof. Barker assiires us, it Ues within the 
power of the chemist to produce it, what then ? Will the dis- 
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Govery bring us nearer the solution of the riddle of vitality? 
Will it settle the spontaneous generation problem, over which 
Bastian and Tyndall have so earnestly labored, and enable us 
to evolve life out of chemical combinations. 

One certain outcome may always be predicted from our 
increasing knowledge of nature, namely, the elimination of the 
supernatural from our lives. Daylight drives away nigM's 
phantoms. To the savage, the thunder, the rain-storm, the 
earthquake, are the effects of supernatural agency, the visita- 
tions of an angry God. To the non-scientific man, who is still 
ignorant of the more intricate workings of nature's laws, the 
processes of a living organism stand in the same relation. He 
cannot understand how thought originates, how muscles con- 
tract, how nerve-force is transmitted, and he invokes the super- 
natural in explanation. He calls these processes "vital," in 
contradistinction to those he ca/n understand, and which he calls 
"physical." There must be some immaterial principle, l;e 
reasons; some mysterious power, some Deus ex machina to 
keep up the current of those phenomena on which existence 
depends. But science needs no such external aid. It sees in 
life but the interaction of chemical and physical forces. In the 
metamorphosis of tissue, the transmission gf energy, the gen- 
esis of molecules, the myriad activities of a living being, it 
recognizes an immutable reign of law. It sees in matter, once 
despised and rejected of men, "the promise and potency of 
every form of life." — W. H, M.^vn Western Lcmcet, 

A PECiJLiARrrY m the Humaij Hybrid. — ^A curious and 
interesting fact in regard to tha admixture of blood as it occurs 
in the human hybrid — mulatto, seems, so far as I have learned, 
to have escaped the notice of those who have written on the 
subject of the interbreeding of the Caucasian and negro races ; 
and it is, therefore, deemed of sufficient moment to occupy a 
a few brief paragraphs in the journal at this time. 

Every thing that is capable of throwing any additional 
light upon the great obscurity which has so deeply shrouded 
the origin and history of the human races during the eons of 
the existence of some of them, at least, should, I think, be con- 
sidered of sufficient value and importance to be placed upon 
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pennaneiit record for the benefit of such as are, and may be 
Engaged in the study and investigation of the intensely Lr- 
esting subject of Ethnography ! As stated in a previous article 
in this journal, page 375, my opportunities for studying the 
phenomena developed in the human hybrid have been confined 
exclusively to the offspring of the white man and negro woman, 
but these have developed many curious and interesting facts 
both in their mental and physical characteristics, well worthy of 
extended study and investigation by those who would more 
fully learn the physiological laws governing hybridity in the 
human races. Anatomists are awj^re of the great and radical 
differences and distinctions which - so widely separate and 
indelibly mark the whit,e and black races; and are in this 
country, at least, familiar with the structure of the mulatto also ; 
but a knowledge of all this is not sufficient to acqount for cer- 
tain physiological facts which seem unique, and to belong to 
the human hybrid peculiarly and alone; but I must proceed to 
speak of that one now, which more immediately evoked atten- 
tion to this article. Extended observation and careful notation 
in the direction already indicated, show that from sixty- f/ce to 
8eve7v6y per cent, of the children begotten of negro women, by 
white men, are female! Whereas, the average births in the 
late slave-holding states of this country, where my observations 
were chiefiy made, in the unmixed Caucasian and negro races, 
were from one hundred and four to one hundred and six males, 
to one hundred females, in the former ; and from one hundred 
and one to one hundred and three males, to one hundred 
females, in the latter. In some few localities the births seem 
to have been about eqiuil^ as between male and female, in the 
negro race. The percentage of males in this race, in all cases, 
where my statistics were obtained, was very small as already 
shown by the numbers above. That there are laws governing 
every function in the animal organisin, is too well known to 
enlightened scientists to require any argument to establish their 
existence and their operation. In fact, it would be about as 
reasonable to doubt one's own existence at the present day, as 
to question the universality and varying perpetuity of such law 
or laws! In ourj^resent limited acquaintance with the secret 
operations of nature, we can furnish no good reason for the 



scissoBS. 173 



large percentage of the female sex in the human hybrid ; but 
its significance should not be overlooked nor disregarded on 
that account ; if we would hope to be able to read in future, its 
meaning for good ! 

Such observations and comparisons as I have been able to 
make in regard to the Mvle^ have lead me to believe also that 
a la/rge percenta-ge of that hybrid is female! I have thought 
from time to time, I would interrogate some gentleman of expe- 
rience in breeding mules, as to whether the percentage does 
not rise quite as high in them as in the mulatto ? Should this 
paragraph meet the eye of any one of experience and observa- 
tion on this point, such information, confirmatory or not, of my 
limited observation, as they might think proper to impart, would 
be thankfully received and duly appreciated. Could not some 
of our confreres in the Sovthwest furnish the information we 
desire to have on this point ? At a future time, I may take 
occasion to add something on the tendency of the human hybrid 
to certain diseases, some of which are not inherited from either 
race ; and on the imposmhUity of its perpetuation as a va/riety 
of the genus homo ! and thus attempt to show another paral- 
lelism between the mulatto and the mule. 

225 Gilmor St., (Harlem Square,) Baltimore. September, 
1880. — Harvey Z. Byrd^ A, M.^ M. D.^ Etc,^ in Independent 
Practitioner^ Baltimore^ Md, 

Nothing New. — Every one has been annoyed by finding 
that something carefully studied and remembered as really 
new, proved subsequenty to have been well known for genera- 
tions, and sometimes even for centuries. When fossil skulls 
have been found with apertures, evidently made with the 
terphine, and, as in Peru, with apertures made even with the 
coaical trephine ; when the Kecamier speculum has been found 
fairly represented amid the exhumed curiosities of Hercula- 
neum; when it is found that the most complete tourniquet 
of the Nineteenth century was used by Petit more than a cen- 
tury ago ;- when many of the best surgeons purchased a steel 
engraving representing the first use of the ligature by Ambrose 
Pare, and learn that the ligature was used by Fabricius in the 
Seventeenth century, and even recommended by Scultetus; 
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when one reads all that is said of the invention of acupuncture 
by Sir James Y. Simpson, and finds that acupuncture was 
familiar to surgeons who lived in the latter part of the Seven- 
teenth century ; when, as is claimed, the production of anaes- 
thesia for surgical purposes belongs, as a discovery, to Wells, 
or Morton, or Jackson, or Long, and finds that it was used in 
Spain in 1498, and that long before this time Guy de Chauliac 
was familiar with this process ; when one reads of antiseptic 
drainage tubes as suggested by modem gynaecology and "finds 
that Hippocrates used them, and that during the Fifteenth 
centuiy aU surgeons were familiar with them ; when obstetri- 
cians are noisily prating about Crede's method of expressing 
the placenta, and find this method in familiar use by the old 
squaws of the Kiowa tribe of North American Indians ; when 
delineations of Chamberlain's forceps are found in an Egyptian 
temple for centuries buried under the sand, and that these same 
people "filled" decayed teeth with gold, etc., etc., etc., the 
most confirmed enthusiast in regard to the inventive faculty of 
the Nineteenth century becomes impotent, and is helplessly 
inclined to believe the familiar old aphorism that "there is 
nothing new under the sun." — Gaillard^s Medical Journal. 

Tracheotomy m Croup. — After reporting ^irty-five very 
interesting cases. Doctor Ripley reaches the following con- 
clusions : 

1. That the operation of tracheotomy on young children 
for croup, in its imminent peril to life, is one of the most dan- 
gerous operations in surgery. 

2. That when the operation itself is safely completed, its 
secondary effects are not to be feared. ' 

3. That from 20 to 30 per cent, of the cases operated on 
recover. 

4. That tracheotomy will permanently relieve the dis- 
tressing dyspnoea in more than half the cases operated on. 

5. That of those who subsequently die of bronchial croup, 
a considerable number suffer less than if they had been aban- 
doned to their fate without an operation. 

6. That it is always a justifiable procedure in croup, if 
the paramount factor in causing death be apnoea. 
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7. That the importance of operating early in the disease 
has been greatly exaggerated. 

8. That early operations are sometimes needless 
operations. 

9. That, as a rule, any prognosis based on the condition 
of the child before the operation is unreliable. 

10. That nasal diphtheria, per «<?, does not add gravity to 
the prognosis. 

11. That having a specially skilled nurse to attend the 
patients during the after-treatment would increase the number 
saved. 

12. That, if there be an imflammatory exudative croup in 
contra-distinction to diphtheritic croup, clinical observation has 
not enabled me to differentiate it. 

13. That the medical treatment must be conducted on 
general principles, none of the pet drugs now in use being in 
any degree specific. 

14. That the tube should be permanently removed as 
soon as respiration can be carried on through the larynx — the 
only certain test for this being to temporp,rily remove hoth cwn- 
nulce^ and prevent the admission of air through the wound by 
stretching a piece of oiled silk or other impermeable substance 
over the opening. 

15. That the tracheotomy wound, as a rule, needs no 
special treatment. If it be the seat of large and troublesome 

, granulations, these may be destroyed with any of the stronger 
caustics — preferably nitric or acetic acid. — John H, Ripley^ M. 
D.^ in Medical Record, 

Hot Ice. — ^The fact that the boiling point of a liquid is 
dependent on the pressure to which it is subjected has long 
been a fundamental one in chemical physics. Within a few 
years it has been discovered that in order to convert a gas into 
a liquid the temperature must be below a certain point called 
the "critical temperature." K the temperature is above this 
point no amount of pressure, however great, can liquify a gas. 
The gas indeed may be compressed until it occupies no greater 
space than it would as a liquid, but nevertheless it is still as 
gas. As a remarkable counterpart to the above, Mr. Thomas 
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Camelley (Chem. News) announces the law that " in order to 
convert a solid into a liquid, the pressure must be above a cer- 
tain point, which is the 'critical pressure,' otherwise no amount 
of heat will melt the substance." Acting on this theory Car- 
neUey has obtained ice at a temperature so high that when 
touched it burned one like a hot iron. In like manner he has 
maintained ice indefinitely at a temperature far above 100 deg. 
C. without its having shown any signs of fusion. In this con- 
dition the ice slowly passes into a vapor without taking on the 
intermediate liquid state. These results are obtained by work- 
ing in a partial vacuum in which the pressure is not allowed to 
rise above four and six-tenths millimetres, which represents the 
tension of aqueous vapor at deg. centigrade. — Chicago Med- 
ical Hemew, 

Blood Stains. — ^The startling thought having occurred to 
Dr. Chas. O. Curtman, of St Louis, that there was a possi- 
bility of the transfer of human blood by predatory insects, 
such as the mosquito, bed-bug, etc., he was led to make the 
following experiment : Mosquitoes were kept in close confine- 
ment after imbibing their fill of human blood. At different 
periods of time they were crushed, and the blood examined in 
various menstrua. In aU cases, up to forty-eight hours after a 
meal, a large proportion of human blood corpuscles were 
unchanged and readily recognizable. The size and color of 
mosquito blood are verj^ diffierent from human. As the result 
of more than one hundred careful measurements,' he gives 
the following sizes: Human blood (after imbibition by the 
mosquito), ave'rages, in dilute glycerine, 1-3200 inch; in 80 
per cent, alcohol, 1-4000 inch. Mosquito blood averages, in 
dilute glycerine, 1-14000 inch ; in 80 per cent, alcohol, 1-18000 
inch. Dr. Curtman regrets that another prop is thus taken 
from the value of circumstantial evidence ; for even if stains 
should be fully identified as derived from human blood, the 
accused may plead that they were due to the agency of insects. 
Later experiments prove that bed-bugs digest human blood far 
more.readily than the mosquito, after twelve hours no trace of 
human blood being discovered. Verily, the criminal should 
dwell in the land of the mosquito. We suggest the wide pub- 
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lication of these investigations for the benefit of the public, 
criminal lawyers in particular. — J, B. M.^ in Ixmdon Medical 
Herald. 

The Smvtheftm. Clinic is responsible for this one: "Some 
time since a young lady of Kichmond, Va., by some strange 
fatality stumbled upon the word gorwrrhom. She innocentiy 
asked the family physician its meaning. He told hcE that it 
was the technical name for headache! Being visited by a 
medical student regularly, who seemed very much pleased with 
her, she, doubtiess to show her aptitude at medical technicali- 
ties (when at his next meeting he asked after her health), 
informed him that she had had a ' slight gonorrhoea for the last 
four or five days!' He never came again, and she wonders 
why?" . 

• 

Surgical Treatment of Epistaxis. — Thurston depends 
upon the well-known fact that liquid injected into one nostril 
returns by the other, and in cases of epistaxis introduces the 
nozzle of a syringe into the nostril not bleeding, and holds it * 
firmly. A stream of cold water thrown in thus washes out 
all of the clots from the bleeding nostril, and often arrests the 
bleeding. If not eflicient for this purpose, he uses a dilute 
solution of perchloride of iron. — British Medical tfowmal. 

The following are the ofiicers of the American Gynaeco- 
logical Society for the present year: President, Dr. W. H. 
Byford, of Chicago ; Vice Presidents, Dr. T. A. Eeamy, of Cin- 
cinnati, Dr. H. F. CampbeD, of Augusta, Ga. ; Secretary, Dr. 
P. F. Munde, of New York ; Council, Dr. A. H. Smith, of 
Philadelphia, Dr. J. C. Reaves, of Dayton, Ohio, Dr. J. D. 
Lyman, Boston, and Dr. J. ^. Johnson, of Washington, D. C. 
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CoRI\ESPONDENCE 



We present our readers the following interesting extract 
from a long letter written for the Medical and , Surgical 
Eepobter by young Dr. Townsend, formerly of this city, but 
now of San Francisco. Come again, Doctor ; our latchnstring 
is always out : 

1310 Green St., San Francisco, Nov., 1880. 

Dear Reporter : The first idea of a stranger visiting here 
is that the people are fast, the country is fast ; and it is correct. 
The climate itself may be said to be fast. It certainly is very 
exciting ; under its influence the people are quick-tempered, 
combative and energetic. It is a constant wear and tear on the 
vital forces ; yet the recuperative power is tremendous. Gray 
hair comes early, yet old, very old age, is common. The 
climate is, and must be, healthy. The thermometer hardly 
ever gets above 90 or below about 60. Snow is unknown on 
the peninsula of San Francisco, and ice almost unknown. 
Ocean winds blow every afternoon, from April to November, 
and the city 'is ventilated every day by them in the most effect- 
ual manner. Nothing can be more conducive to the public 
health; at the same time, they are a little inconvenient in 
the way of dust. Another peculiarity I find, too, is that there 
is jio thunder and lightning. This is very strange, and it is 
strange also that it is not mentioned more than it is. There is 
not a lightning rod in the city of 300,000 people, and I don't 
suppose there is within fifty miles of the city. Earns will com- 
mence soon, or ought to, and will continue three or four months. 
With the rains, vegetation will start immediately ; grass grows 
in December very nicely ; the earth is very green at that time. 
As you are aware, the city is located on a peninsula, with the 
ocean on one side, the bay on the other. In the harbor you 
wiU see at any time perhaps a hundred ships from all parts of 
the world; there is ample room, however, to float the com- 
bined shipping of all the nations in the world. San Francisco 
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must have a grand future before it Even now the people talk 
of a million in ten years, and of two or three millions in twenty 
or thirty years. Indeed^ it is hard to predict the come-out of 
such a place. 

Oakland^ just across the bay, six miles wide, has a popu- 
lation of near 30,000. It is prettily situated, and will* make a 
splendid place in time. The climate varies from that of San 
Francisco, in that it is hotter and colder. Last winter the ice 
froze three or four inches thick. In summer the mercury 
stands for days and weeks at 85 or 90. In the- interior, in the 
valleys, the sunmiers are extremely hot. 

My trip across the plains, as it is called, was pleasant 
enough. The country along the line of route is not very 
impressive ; in fact, the less said about it the better for it. In 
general, except for the railroad, it is not habitable for any con- 
siderable number of people. It is rocky and sandy and sandy 
and rocky by turns, as well as level and mountainous and 
mountainous and level by tnmjs. A more sterile and barren 
stretch of 1,500 miles is not to be found, as I believe, any- 
where else in the world. A great deal of it is desolation itself, 
while the rest may be said in the main to be incapable of any 
good. It is well that there is a coast country — otherwise I think 
civilization must have stopped east of the Rocky Mountains. 

Apologizing for the long, rambling character of this, I am 

Yours Truly, 

ED. DONELAN TOWNSEND. 



About Doctors. 

Editor Reporter: 

Dear Sir : — A friend of mine, not long a^o, mailed me a paper 
containing an article copied from the New York Independent, headed 
as above. Said article was scored with blue and red pencil marks, 
doubtless to doubly call my attention to it. It was for the respect 
I entertained for his high professional standing that I carefully read the 
article referred to, and I am now satisfied that there are some things in it 
that are erroneous and calculated to lead to wrong conclusions in an 
inquiry touching the interest of public health, and the increase of sani- 
tary knowledge as promoted by American methods, American medical 
education and American scientists. It is for this reason that I would like 
to make a brief but courteous review of said article. 

We are told that our plans are quite in contrast with those of most 
countries. Abroad t)ie physician is recognized as having such close and 
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vital relations to human health that it is the^ care of the State to provide 
safeguards which shall to no small degree assure his competency. Then, 
after reviewing the student's coarse of instruction and the requirements 
for the doctorate, we are told that the German Empire has twenty-three 
universities which confer the medical degree, France six, and Great Britain 
nineteen. With no greater population than these, we have 106. Germany 
graduates 600, France 800, Great Britain 1,700, while we have 3,000. The 
conclusion is very singularly reached, by this writer, through these figures, 
that, bec'ause America has more medical schools and more graduates than 
any of these countries in proportion to her population, she must h^ve 
more ignorance, and less interest in those whose business it is to look to 
and take care of the public health. These seuMments are too generally 
concurred in by American physicians. I heara a very reputable one not 
long since remark,* *' I scarcely ever buy an American book." I am proud 
of American medical authors and think them equal to those of any coun- 
try in the world. I am not of the opinion either that the establishment of 
many schools in this free country is detrimental to the dissemination of 
useful information in sanitary science, medicine or any other department 
of human knowledge. Though it is shown that Europe has fewer schools 
than we have, is it proven thus that as the number of colleges in a country 
is diminished the intellectual progress of its people is enhanced? or shall 
it be taken for granted, because there are comparatively but few gradu- 
ated in some European countries, that they superintend the public health 
better there than it is done in our country? We think not. We believe 
we are making rapid progress as a nation and as a profession, keeping 
pace with the most enlightened nations of earth, and, in the utilitarian 
idea, far excelling them, as the World's Expositions abundantly attest. 
We believe the writer of the article referred to is altogether too sweeping 
and universal when he asserts that the professors of American medical 
colleges are a joint stock jobbing corporation, whose highest ambition is 
'* much mon§y and cheap education ;^' that they have a direct pecuniary 
interest in the number of students and graduates, and that they have very 
imperfect and '* diverse views as to what is necessary to make a doctor." 
The mention of such names as Geo. B. Wood, Alfred Btille, William Pep- 
per, S. D. Gross, Hodge, Draper, Hammond, Roosa, Fallen, Hodgejt, Flint, 
Dalton, Condie, Lewis Smith, Fordice Barker, Thomas, Sayer, Loomis, 
Van Buren, Yandell, Hamilton and Dunglison, illustrious professors con- 
nected with American medical education, is amply sufficient to convince 
the enlightened physicians of this country that they are honorable, and 
that they understand pretty well what it takes to make a good doctor. 
The writer, from the position he has assumed, states : " It is therefore 
high time that the people understand that the possession of a medical 
diploma from a reputable mendical college is no warrant that its possessor 
is ready to practice." He alludes here to American institutions, and 
excepts Harvard Medical College and the University of Pennsylvania as 
not belonging to the joint stock cheap educational kind, but *^ have broken 
loose from the copartnership and now educate medical students in such a 
way that most of those who graduate deserve to do so." The balance are 
cheap and not responsible. There is such a partiality shown here for 
Harvard and the University of Pennsylvania, that the writer is justly 
exposed to the suspicion of being especially employed to write up these 
institutions and to write down other schools. We are gravely told that 
there are no lectures delivered in any American college, except the two 
mentioned above, on Hygiene, and that its general principles are only 
imperfectly allnded to, while abroad sanitary science is taught with all 
the precision of a department. The consequence is that American physi- 
cians have but little more than a smattering as to it. We see in this, I am 
sorry to say, a disposition to underrate all that is American and to praise 
the aristocratic tendencies of some of our people to go abroad for respecta- 
bility. I am well satisfied that sanitation is as accurately taught in 
American schools as in* any in the world, and by as able men as ever 
taught. He further, to coroborate his position, says that the President of 
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the last American Medical Association deplored the low grade of instruc- 
tional requirements, except in the two colleges alluded to, and then pro- 
pounds the question, *^ What is to be done towards enlightening the tei& 
of thousands now engaged in the practice of medicine all over the land 
who have received no such instructions? " His answer, *' Issue an address 
to the physicians and the public." Does this writer suppose that one 
address would do more for education and health than the lectures and 
instructions given in the 106 medical colleges scattered throughout the 
States? or how can he or any one else harmonize this language of his 
with the low estimate he puts on American knowledge? ''In the last 
twenty-five vears medicine has stepped forth into the arena of a definite 
science." *^We now can know how, both by prevention and cure, to 
save human lives as never before." I believe that America is doing more 
to foster and encourage sanitary knowledge than any country in Europe, 
because she has more schools, more professors and mor« graduates that 
are alive and Americanized than any country in the world. 

F. A. SIMMONS, M. D. 
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We selected from Leonanrd^s Illustrated Medical Journal 
for October, and inserted in the Reporter for November, what 
purported to be a biographical sketch of Prof. John T. Hodgen, 
of St. Louis, President of the American Medical j^ssociation. 
While we did not jvst like tjie appearance of the work from 
which we selected, we supposed, of course, that the statements 
made in the "sketch" were authentic — that they had been 
obtained from some source worthy of credence. In this sup- 
position we were, however, mistaken, as we have since learned ' 
thaf the tnruths contained in th^ article are the^ exceptions^ and 
not the rule. For instance : Dr. Hodgen was not bom in Pike 
Counly, Illinois ; his early years were not spent at the carpen- 
ter's bench, nor have any of his days been so spent ; he did 
not commence the study of medicine in 1845 ; he did not grad- 
uate at the St. Louis Medical College ; the St. Louis Medical 
College was never known as the ''McDowell Medical College ;" 
nor did he graduate in 1849 ! 

We admire enterprise; but when it manifests as little 
regard for Jhcts as is evinced in Leonard's ''sketch," we shall 
be rather "few" in comp^enting it with a republication in 
the future. 
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Db. J. Makion Sims. — We have always entertained a very- 
exalted respect for Dr. Sims, and have watched with deep 
interest his progress from "Silver Sutures in Surgery," a small 
and unpretentious work of a quarter of a century ago, until 
now, when he has reached the very acme of name and reputa- 
tion. We l;hink he has always merited every meed of praise 
that the profession has awarded him, and we think that he has 
lately again placed the whole profession in a position to appre- 
ciate afresh his nobility of nature. We refer to the broad and 
liberal views advocated by him in regard to the future manage- 
ment of the American Gynaecological Society. In his address 
to that body, at its late meeting at Cincinnati, it is shown that 
he cannot tolerate, in the smallest degree, any cliquish restric- 
tions, and, we think, gives that somewhat "exclusive" organ- 
ization some much needed and wholesome advice. 



At the recent meeting in Cincinnati, Dr. Wm. H. Beyford, 
of Chicago, was elected President of the American Gynaeco- 
logical Society for the present year. The next meeting>,of the 
society will be held iq. New York on the third Wednesday in 
September, 1881. A proposition to amend the laws of the 
society, so *that it may consist of one hundred members, will 
then be acted upon. Its membership now consists of forty- 
nine, the limit being sixty. Quite a number of the leading 
gynaecologists of the United States have been black-balled 
upon application, owing to the stringency of their laws in rela- 
tion to admitting new members. Dr. Sims has "set down" 
upon these aristocratic usages. 



Bbotheb Beyce of the Southern Clmic^ Brother Jona- 
than Jones of the ArJccmsds Medical Monthly^ and the 
St. Joseph Medical and Surgical Reporter, aU seem to have 
a "job" on hand; — the two former in watching the devious 
methods of the brethren in their own states, while the latter 
has been mainly concerned in preaching rectitude to its cousins 
in Kansas. Some of our less favored eastern cotemporaries 
have been selfish enough to envy us. Have they not had 
''neurasthenia," and ''sure sign of pregnancy," and Tanner 
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and Chian Turpentine and Buchanan and lacerated cervix and 
"three termism an" — ^the hogs !] 



Dr. Hunter McGuire was elected President of the Vir- 
ginia State Medical Society, at its recent meeting at Danville, 
in that state. 
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Notes on journals and monographs received during the 
current month : 

The first number of the '^^ MedAco-Chwv/rgical Quja/rtefrly^'^^ 
Jno. Butter, M. D., editor and publisher, is received. We 
have no sympathy with the plan upon which it starts out, and 
therefore cannot say much in its favor. We think the medical 
profession likes something podtvve^ and will not, as a general 
proposition, patronize "milk and water" literature. 

St. Louis Clinical Record^ Wm. B. Hazard, M. D., editor. 
This is a monthly publication, well edited, and very well gotten 
up generally. It has reached its 80th issue, and therefore it is 
likely to survive indefinitely. Long may it fiourish. 

The Louisville Medical News — the "Detroit Free JPreaa- 
Burlington .Siaw^7^j^6-Little Eock Gazette" of Medicvne^ is also 
received. All the funny things, and much of the good sense of 
American periodical medicine, comes from this journal. Drs. 
R. O. Cowling and L. P. Yandell are the editors. 

Louisville Medical Herald^ Dudly Reynolds, M. D., editor. 

Dr. E. Cross has become associate with Dr. Jones in the 
editorial conduct of the Arkamsas Medical Mordhhj, 

The Medical Summary comes to us from the wilds of 
Pennsylvania. This publication seems to be devoted more to 
advertising than to medicine. 
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Our old favorite — " OaiUa^cPs Medical Jov/nuiP^ — fonnerly 
the Kichmond Medical Jov/mal — more recently the Richmond 
and Louisville Medical Jawmalj has been placed upon our 
exchange list. It is now published in New York, Dr. Gaillard 
having lately taken up his residence in that city. The Journal 
continues, as of old, to be one of the leading medical period- 
icals pubHshed in this country. We wish Dr. Gaillard the 
success he so justly merits. He is our type of medical editor 
— not afraid to state faets^ no diflFerence whose fingers get 
pinched. 

The Vvrgmia Medical Monthly^ another product of the 
exhuberant (medical) soil of the " Old Dominion," comes to us. 
We thank Brother Edwards for his neat and well made publi- 
cation ; it will always be welcomed to our sanctum. 

We received by mail a copy each of WalsKs Physida/ri^s 
Combined Call-Booh and Tablet and Ham/dy Legder, These 
are excellent works for young men just starting in professional 
life, being so systematically arranged as to save much time and 
labor in keeping current accounts, and also in keeping records 
of calls and cases. Men who have been long in professional 
labor will not, however, be likely to abandon old methods and 
inaugurate the new. Dr. Walsh's address is Washington, D. C. 

. Last, but not least, comes the RocJey Mowntami Medical 
Remew, We are charmed with the elegant style and intrinsic 
value of this new journal. It is typical of Western idea and 
enterprise, and we think its editors, contributors and patrons 
all have reason to be proud. In it we note the name of Dr. 
H. A. Lemen, a name with which we were famiKar years ago, 
but of which we had lost aU knowledge. We were students 
together and graduates in the same class. * Dr. Lemen then 
gave great promise for eminence in the profession, and we are 
no way surprised to learn that he occupies a place in the front 
rank in the new "Mountain State." 

Ohio Medial amd Surgical Remew: Drs. Henry G. 
ComweU and M, S. Clark, editors, — Youngstown, Ohio. This 
is a very readable pubKcation — six numbers to the year, price 
$1. Send it along ; we are always pleased with new journals. 
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The following monqgraphs are on our table : 

Constitution and By-Laws of the South Kansas Medical 
Society. 

"The Dangers Incident to the Simplest Uterine Manipu- 
lations.'' 

"Time of Conception and Duration of Pregnancy." 
"Treatment of Post Partum Hemorrhage." 
The three preceding papers are froni the pen of that close 
student and prolific writer, Dr. Geo. J. Engelman, of St. Louis. 
The first of these papers, a reprint from the Transactions of the 
State Society, we called attention to in a former number of the 
Repobteb. We think that there has not, during the year, 
appeared in journal literature, a paper of more real value. 
Every one who has the care of female health in his hands 
should read it. 

Twelfth Annual Report of the Board of Managers of the 
Philadelphia "Orthopaedic Hospital and Infirmary for Nervous 
Diseases "is received, for which we are indebted to the resi- 
dent physician. Dr. N6rman H. Chapman. 

Malaria and its Effects : A monograph of thirty-two pages, 
price fifty cents ; by Dr. J. W. Younge, Forte Wayne, Ind. 

"Davis' Powdee" vs. Dovebs' Powdeb. — Dr. J. Truemah 

Davis, of Fisherville, Ky., sends us the following fi^rmula for 

what he terms improved Dovers' Powder — first used by him 

in October, 1879 : 

^ Pulv. Opii 

Pulv. Ipecacuaniia, a a, ■. 3 i- 

Pulv. Camphorffi g ii. 

Potassa Bromidi 3 ^• 

Mix. 
Ft. Pulv. 
Sig.: Dose same as Pulv. Dov. 

A Wageb. — ^We will wager our left ear (our poorest one} 
that "Prof. John Clay," of "Birmingham, Allan House, 138 
and 139 Steelhouse Lane," and his "Chian Turpentine" are 
humbugs ! Dec. Ist^ 1880. 

What in the de'il is the matter with the medical journals 
and "Dr. J. H. Egan, of Pulaski, Tenn.," any how? 



MEDICAL BOOKS, 

We hereby inform Medical Students attending lectures in 
the city, and students and medical men generally, that we 
make the sale of 

MEDICAL BOOKS A SJ>ECIALTT, 

Keep on hand and supply at short notice any Medical Books 
called for, and at the 




for which they can be bought. Our sales of Medical Books 
during the past year have been heavy — surpassing any trade 
in this line ever before made in this city. Ours is .the only 
house west of Chicago and St. Louis making Medical Books 
a leading feature. Orders by mail will be filled promptly 
and satisfaction guarateed. 




Opera House Blocks St. JToseph, Mo. 



WILLIAM LOVING, 

Agent for Ticmann's Celebrated 

Surgical Instruments, 

And a complete stock of 

Yfyeth^B and Sqaibbs' Preparations 

Always on hand. 

ST. JOSEPH, MO. 

MEDICAL 

AND 

Miscellaneous Books. 

Most Complete Stock 

I3Sr THE "WEST 

At the I<owe«t Prloe*. 

ERNST & BRILL, 

Of«n low Bwk Ston, - ST. JOSEPH, 10. 



J. P. COOPER, 

Dealer In 

Dnip, Uedicines, Wall Paper, 

NOTIONS, ETC., 
South Side Square, Sayannah, Mo. 

E. DAVIS & CO., 



APOTHECARIES, 



Cor. M and Olire Siniti, 



ST. JOSEPH, 



M0« 



SHARP & DOHME, 



MANUFACTURING 



Chemists and Pharmacists, 

SiVZiTiaCOItl!, MS. 

Manufacturers of all the of9.cinal and other standard 

FLUID and SOLID EXTRACTS, 

Including aU the NEW BEUEDIBS ; 

PURE CHEMICALS, ELIXIRS, SYRUPS, BTCm 

Saccharated Pepsin and Dialysed Iron, 

We also prepare a full line of Perfectly Soluble 

SUaAE-COATED PILLS, 

Comprising all the officinal and other well-known favorite formulae. 

These PILLS are all prepared with the utmost care, under our 
immediate supervision. 

THE DRUGS enteriug into their composition are of the best quality. 

The quantities and proportions are invariably as represented on the 
labels. 

The excipients to make the masses are carefully chosen in each 
case, to make the Pill permanently soluble in the fluids of the Stomach 
and Bowels. 

The Sugar-Coating will be found very soluble, and not excelled by 
any other in point of beauty or finish. 

Catalogues giving Composition, Doses, Etc., of all our Preparations, 
mailed to physicians by applying to us direct, or to our Wholesale 
Agent, 

Wholesale Dealer in Drugs, 

102 & 104 Third Street. - ST. JOSEPH, MO. 



NEW PHARMACEUTICALS 



WORTHY OP THE 



ATTENTION OF PHYSICIANS 



» ♦• 



] 



NYTRO-GLYCERINE PILLS. 

Nitro-glycerine is introduced on the authority of Dr. Murrell, of 
London, as a remedy in anirina pectoris and in cases of chronic neuralgia 
in any part of the body. Cases of angina pectoris which had resisted all 
attempts at even alleviation, much less cure, have promptly yielded to 
nitro-glycerine, and a number of cases of actual cure are reported. This 
is more than can be said of any other known remedy. In neuralgia the 
effects of this drug have, in some liistances, been scarcely less marked. 

The pill form is very elig.ble, besides insuring exactness of dose. 

Sanguis Boviuus Exsiccatus. 

In this preparation of blood we have a true food, the albumen 
being entirely retained. In this respect ir. differs from the various beef 
extracts, beef essences, etc , in tlie market. These preparations are, 
Irum the very methods of their manufacture, entirely deprived of albu- 
men, the true nutritive principle of beef, and are thus not foods in any 
proper sense of the word. 

{Sanguis bovinus exsiccatus if-; blood deprived of nothing but its 
water and tibrin, which latter is naturally small in quantity and prac- 
tically of no nutritive value. 

Liquor Ergotse Purilicatus. 

This form of ergot is of constant strength. In its preparation only 
the active principles of the drug are retained, all inert and noxious 
ingrtdients being removed. As these active principles are assayed, the 
liquor contains them in constant and detinite proportions, and thus is 
obviated the uncertainty of strength due to variability in the quility of 
the sample of the drug employed. Liquor ergot 8e purificalus is as con- 
stant in its strength as morphia, quinia, or any of the alkaloids of Vege- 
table drugs. 

CASCARA CORDIAL. 

This laxative and alterative preparation stands unequaled among 
pharmaceutical preparations as a remedy in constipation. Its agi'eeable 
and etficient action has been abundnutly attested by the medical profes- 
sion of this country, and it stands now as a remedy of unquestionable 
efficacy in chronic constipation. Great care should be exercised in not 
prescribing too large a dose, inasmuch as cascara sagrada, its active 
ingredient, overcomes constipaticm by its tonic action on the bowels, 
rather than by direct laxative influence. 



FULL DESCRIPTIVE CIRCULARS OF THE ABOVE 

Will be Sent Free on Application to 

Detroit, Michisan, 

Manafacf nring Chemists^ and Special Dealers in New and Rare Dings. 
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